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KUNSILL TAL-FORMAZZJONI
Seminar dwar
il-vokazzjonijiet

Nhar is-Sibt, 28 ta’ April 2007, il-
Kunsill tal-Formazzjoni

organizza Seminarie org all-
A watal-Provin ja, f’Porziuncola

Retreat House, Ba ari - ag aq.

It-tema prin ipali kienet dwar il-
vokazzjonijiet.
ll-lagg a bdiet b’'mument

ta’ talb u li fiha kien inku il-
messa tal-Papa Benedittu XVI
fl-okka joni tal-Jum Dinji ta’
talb g all-vokazzjonijiet li kien
ja bat ukoll fi tmiem il- img a.
Fl-ewwel sessjoni Ms. Joyce
Guillaumier g amlet diskors
interessanti dwar x’jistennew il-
laj i minnar-reli  ju i. (Diskors
s i jidherfil-pa ni ta’ din
il- ar a). Fit-tieni parti, Fra
Joseph Magro, OFM, promutur
g al-vokazzjonijiet fi dan il-
provin ja g amel rapport tal-

idmatieg ug aldawn is-
sentejn. Wara saret diskussjoni
bejnl-a wau ar udiversi
ideat x’jista’ jsirg  all-futur.
Imbag ad Fra Joseph Ciappara
u Fra Walter Vassallo tkellmu
dwar l-esperjenzalig amluta’
[-eremita  fi Sqallija.

Konferenza tal-Lingwa Ngli a fil-Litwanja
Bejn 16-20 ta’ April 2007, il-Ministru Provin jal Fra Paul
Galea, OFM a sehem fis-76 Konferen atal-Lingwa

Ngli a, li saret Vilnius, il-Litwanja. Fis-Seminar li
organizzat il-Provin jafl-a  arta April huwa ppre
lill-A wa tal-Provin ja dan ir-rapport.

Min abba li I-kunventi tal-patrijiet fil-Litwanja
g adhomim arbtin, waral- akma Komunista, konna
allo jatifil- guest house Domus Maria, li tinsab fil-qalba
tal-Belt ta’ Vilnius. Fi - mien din kienet kunvent tal-
patrijiet Tere jani u llum hija mmexxijja mid-Djo esi.

Wara |-approvazzjoni tal-minuti ta' I-a ar
lagg a, kull Ministru Provin jal ippre enta relazzjoni
gasira tas-sitwazjoni tal-provin jatieg u.B alissa
kul add g addej b'attivitajiet ta' preparazzjoni g all-
anniversarju ta' l-approvazzjoni tar-Regula
Fran iskana. G ajrl-Irlanda, b alissa tidher |i I-
problema ta' l-abbu i sesswali nagset xi ftit.

Is-seminar ta’  urnata tmexxa minn Fra Joseph
Chinnici, ofm, mill-Provin ja ta’ Santa Barbara,
Kalifornja, USA, li
huwa wie ed mill-
esperti ta' I-Ordni
fdak lig andu
| x'jagsam ma' |-
|ispiritwalita’
frangiskana.
Kellimna dwar "Il
Missjoni tas-sej a

ran iskana fi
! dan fraternita’ ta'
& sa erdoti u lajci.

enta

ikomplipa nal4




MESSA

TAL-QDUSIJA TIEG
BENDITTU XVI G

U L-PAPA

ALL-JUM DINJI TA’

TALB G ALL-VOKAZZJONIJIET

Tema: Ill-vokazzjoni g

as-servizz tal-Knisja-komunjoni

A wa venerabbli fl-

uti!
all-

Episkopat, g e ie
[I-Jum Dinji ta’ Talb g
Vokazzjonijiet, li
ni  elebraw kull sena,
joffri okka joni tajba biex
inressqu 'l quddiem I-
importanza tal-
vokazzjonijiet fil-  ajjau I-
missjoni tal-Knisja, kif
ukoll biex nintensifikaw it-
talb tag na alli jkun
hawn jieda fin-numru u
fil-kwalita ta’
vokazzjonijiet. G a -

elebrazzjonijiet li

ejjin, nixtieq ni  bed
g all-attenzjoni tal-poplu
kollu ta’ Alla din it-tema, li
issa hi aktar attwali minn
gatt gabel: il-vokazzjoni

g as-servizz tal-Knisja
b ala komunjoni .

Is-sena lig addiet,
fl-udjenzi  enerali ta’ nhar
tErbg a, kont bdejt serje

dida ta’ kateke i
indirizzati lejn ir-relazzjoni
bejn Kristu u I-Knisja.
Indikajt li I-ewwel
komunita Kristjana
inbniet, fil-galba ori inali
tag ha, meta xi sajjieda
mill-Galilija, wara li
ltagg uma’ esu, allew
lilhom infushom jintreb u
mill- arsaul-le en
tieg u,ua ettawis-sej a
persistenti tieg  u: “Ejjew
warajja, unag mel
minnkom sajjieda tal-
bnedmin!” (Mk 1, 17; ara

wkoll Mt 4, 19). Fil-fatt,
Alla dejjemg a ellilxi

w ud biex ja dmu mieg
b’mod aktar dirett, biex
iwettaq il-pjan tas-
salvazzjoni. Fit-Testment
[-Antik, fil-bidu, huwa

sejja il Abraham biex
jifforma*“ enskbir’( en
12, 2); wara dan sejja lil
Moseé biex je les lil Israel
mill-jasar ta’ I-E ittu (ara
E 3, 10). Kompla billi

g a elpersunio ra,

spe jalment il-profeti, biex

u

i arsuuj ommu ajil-
patt mal-poplu. Fit-
Testmentil- did, esu, il-

Messija mwieg ed, stieden

lil kull wie  ed mill-
Appostli biex ikun mieg

u




(ara Mk 3, 14) u biex
ikollu sehem mill-missjoni
tieg u. FI-A ar ena,
waqt li fdalhom id-dmir li
jkomplu I-memorjal tal-
mewt u |-gawmien tieg u
sal-mi jaglorju atieg u
flla arta - mien, huwa
offrag alihom lil Missier
din it-talba b’galbu
magsuma: “Jiena
g arrafthomismek ug
ng arrafthulhomi jed,
biex I-im abba li biha
abbejtni tkun fihom u
jienafihom” (w17, 26).
[I-missjoni tal-Knisja,
g alhekk, hija mwaqqgfa
fuq rabta u komunjoni
intima u fidila ma’ Alla.
II-Kostituzzjoni
Lumen Gentium tal-
Kon ilju Vatikan I, meta
tiddeskrivi I-Knisja b ala
‘poplumag mul a a
wa da fl-unita tal-Missier,
uta’ I-lben u ta’ I-Ispirtu
s-Santu” (nru 4), tfisser li
dan il-poplu jirrifletti I-
galba tal-misteru ta’ Alla.
Fi kliemie or, |-im abba
tat-Trinita tidher tirrifletti
fil-kKnisja. B alari ultat
tal- idma ta’ I-Ispirtu s-
Santu, il-membri kollha
tal-Knisja jiffurmaw
“ isemwie eduru
wa da” fi Kristu. Dan il-
poplu, mibni u strutturat
b'mod organiku ta  tit-
tmexxija tar-Rg  ajja
tieg u,jg ixil-misteru ta’
komunjoni ma’ Alla u ma’
l-a wa, b’'mod spe jali
meta jin abarg all-
Ewkaristija. L-ewkaristija
hija s-sors ta’ dik |-unita
ekkle jalilig alihatalab
esu awl il-lejl gabel ma
bata: “Missier ... li jkunu
huma wkoll a awa da
fina, biex hekk id-dinja
temmen li inti

ad

bg attni”( w17, 21). Hija
komunjonim e ab al
dinlig andha tkabbar
vokazzjonijiet eneru i

g as-servizz tal-Knisja: il-
galb ta’ min jemmen,
mimlija b’im  abba divina,
titgangal biex tiddedika

lilha nfisha kollha kemm

hi, g all-bini tas-Saltna.
Biex jitrawmu I-
vokazzjonijiet, mela, huwa
mportanti li fil- idma
pastoraliting ata
attenzjoni lill-misteru tal-
Knisjab ala komunjoni;
dan g aliex il-membri li

jg ixu fkomunita

ekkle jali li fiha jispikkaw
[-armonija, il-ko-
responsabbilta u I-im
kuxjenzju a, gurlise
jsibuha aktar fa i li
jag rfu s-sej atal-Mulej.
ll-kura tal-vokazzjonijiet,

g alhekk, titlob
“edukazzjoni” kontinwa

g as-smig tal-vu ita’
Alla. Hekkg amel G eli,
metag enli - ag ug
Samwel biex jithem dak li
Allakiengedjg idluu
minnufih igieg  ed fil-
prattika il-kelma li r
(ara 1l Sam 3, 9). Issa
smig b aldan, b'qalb
do li u fidila, jista’ jse
biss fi klima ta’ komunjoni

ieba

ieva

intima ma’ Alla, i tin oloqg
prin ipalment bit-talb.
Skond il-kmand ar li tana

[-Mulej, irridu nitolbu bil-
ergag ad-don ta’ aktar
vokazzjonijiet, fuq kollox
billi nirrikorru flimkien u
blahedag and*“Sidil-
sad”. L-istedina hawn
ged issirilna fil-plural:
“Itolbu mela lil Sid il-
biex jibg at addiema
g all- sadtieg u”(Mt?9,
38). Din l-istedina tal-
Mulej tagbel ferm ma’ |-

sad

istil li nsibu fit-talba tal-
“Missierna” (Mt 6, 9), talba
lig allimna hu stess u li,
skond espressjoni

mag rufa ta’ Tertulljanu,
tipprovdilna “sintesi s i a
tal-Bxara t-Tajpba” (ara De
Oratione , 1, 6: CCL I, 258).
Hemm espressjonio ra
ta’ esu li minnha nistg u
inkomplu nitg  allmu
aktar: “Jekk tnejn
minnkom fuq l-art jg

le inhom flimkien biex
jitolbu xi a a, Missieri li
hu fis-smewwiet,

jag tihielhom” (Mt 18, 19).
Ir-Rag aj it-Tajjeb, mela,
jistedinna nitolbu lil
Missierna tas-sema, li
nitolbou mag  qudin
flimkien u b’insistenza, li

jibg at vokazzjonijiet

g as-servizz tal-Knisja-
komunijoni.

Mill- a nata’
esperjenza pastorali ta’
seklis a ,il-Kon ilju
Vatikan Il ried jemfasizza
l-importanza li
sa erdoti futuri jitg allmu
I-komunjoni ekkle  jali
awtentika. F'dan id-dawl,
fi Presbyterorum Ordinis
nagraw: “Wagqt li
je er itaw il-ministeru ta’
Kristu, ir-rag  aj ur-ras,
skond is-sehemtag hom
fl-awtorita
tieg u, is-sa erdoti, fisem
I-Isqof, ji  bru flimkien il-
familja tAllab ala xirka
animata minn spirtu
wie ed. Bi Kristu
jmexxihom, fl-Ispirtu s-
Santu, lejn Alla I-

Missier” (nru 6). L-

E ortazzjoni Appostolika
post-sinodali Pastores
dabo vobis ittenni dan I-
istess sieb tal-Kon ilju,
meta tenfasizza lisa erdot
huwa “l-gaddej tal-Knisja-

ollu




komunjonig aliex —
f'g agda ma’ l-Isqof u
frelazzjoni intima ma’
utu sa erdoti — hu jibni I-
g aqda tal-komunita tal-
Knisja billijg  aqgad
flimkien farmonija s i a
I- afna vokazzjonijiet,
kari miu servizzi” (nru
16). Fi  dan il-poplu t'Alla
huwa indispensabbli li
kull ministeru u kull
kari ma tkun indirizzata
lejn komunjonis i a;
huwa d-dmir ta’ I-Isqof u
s-sa erdoti li jinkura -
ixxu din il-komunjoni, fi
gbil ma’ kull vokazzjoni u
servizz ie or fil-Knisja. Il-
ajja konsagrata, min-
natura tag ha stess, hija
wkoll g as-servizz ta’ din
il-komunjoni, kif
jemfasizza |-prede essur
venerabblitieg i wanni
Pawlu Il fl-E  ortazzjoni
Appostolika post-sinodali
Vita consecrata : “ll- ajja
konsagrata g andha
ertamentting atal-
mertu lig enet biex
jin amm  aj fil-Knisja,
b’mod effettiv, il-kmanda-
mentta’ l-im abbab ala
mod ta’ xhiedag at-
Trinita. II-  ajja
konsagrata, waqt li bla
heda pproponiet I-
im abba fraterna u anke
I-g ixien flimkien
f’komunita, turina
huwa meta nipparte
f'din il-komunjoni
Trinitarja li jinbidlu r-
relazzjonijiet bejn il-
bnedminutin  oloq tip
did ta’ solidarjeta” (nru
41).

ar li
ipaw

Fil-gofol ta’ kull
komunita Kristjana hemm

I-Ewkaristija, I-g  ajnul-
qu atatal- ajjakollha
tal-Knisja.

Kull min igieg  ed lilu
nnifsu g as-servizz tal-
Bxara t-Tajba, jekk jg
Ewkaristija, jikber fl-

im abba t'Alla u tal-
proxxmu, u b’hekk ikun
ged jg in fil-bini tal-Knisja
b ala komunjoni.

iX |-

G e ie Ut
lilkom li I-Mulej
seja g al

vokazzjonijiet
partikolari fi-Knisja

Hija din “I-im  abba
Ewkaristika” li timmotiva

u tifformal-ba ital- idma
vokazzjonali tal-Knisja
kollha. Dan nistg u
narawh g aliex, b alma
ktibt fl-En  iklika Deus
caritas est , vokazzjonijiet

g as-sa erdozjuug all-
ministeri u s-servizzi |-

0 ra, joktru fi dan il-
poplu t'Alla kull fejn

hemm dawk li fihom jista’
jidher Kristu fil-Kelma

tieg u, fis-sagramenti u,
spe jalment, fl-Ewkaristi-
ja. Danji riperess li “fil-
Litur ija tal-Knisja, fit-talb
tag ha, fil-kkomunita ajja
ta’ dawk li jemmnu, a na
nesperjenzaw l-im  abba
t'Alla, nilm ul-pre enza
tieg u u b’hekk

nitg allmunag rfudikil-
pre enzafil- ajatag na
ta’ kuljum. Hu abbna I-

ewwel u hekk jibga’

jag mel; a nawkoll, mela,
g andna nwie bu

b'im abba” (nru 17).

Fl-a arnett, induru
lejn Marija, liwie  net |-
ewwel komunita fejn “lkoll
galb wa da kienu jitolbu
flimkien” (Atti 1, 14),
sabiex tkun hi li tg
Knisja fid-dinja tal-lum

in lill-

biex tkun ikona tat-

Trinita, sinjal elokwenti ta’

I-im abba divina lejn il-

poplu kollu. In allu lil din

il-Ver ni, li minnufih

wie betg as-sej atal-

Missier bil-kliem: “Ara,

jiena I-qgaddejja tal-

Mulej” (Lq 1, 38),

tinter edi g alina sabiex

il-poplu kollu Nisrani ma

jkunx nieges minn

gaddejja ta’ fer  divin:

sa erdoti li, Fkomunjoni

ma’ I-Isqfijiettag  hom,

i abbru |-Bxara t-Tajba

fedelment u ji elebraw is-

sagramenti, jie du sieb

il-poplu t'Alla, lesti biex

jevan elizzaw |-umanita

kollha. Nitolbuha ti gura li

fi  mienna wkoll jikber in-

numru ta’ persuni

konsagrati, li jmorru

kontra I-kurrent, waqt i

jg ixu I-faqar, il-kastita u

I-ubbidjenza, u b’'mod

profetiku jag  tu xhieda ta’

Kristu u I-messa tieg u

ta’ salvazzjoniu elsien.
G e ie uti lilkom

li -Mulej sejja g al

vokazzjonijiet partikolari

fi-Knisja: nixtieq

nafdakom b’mod spe

lil Marija, biex hi, li aktar

minn kul add g arfetit-

tifsira tal-kliem ta’ esu,

‘Ommiu  uti huma dawk

li jisimg u l-kelma t'Alla u

jag mlulijg id Hu" (Lq 8,

21),tg allimkomtisimg u

lil Binha divin. Hija

tg inkomtg idu bil-

tag kom kollha: “"Hawn

jien, ejtbiexnag melir-

riedatieg ek, O Alla” (ara

Lhud 10, 7). B'dawn ix-

xewqat, ni gura lil kull

wie eduwa daminnkom

post spe jalifit-talb tieg i

u minn galbi nberikkom

ilkoll.

jall

ajja




abra fil-gosor ta’ |-
E ortazzjoni Apostolika
“Sacramentum Caritatis”
tal-Papa Benedittu XVI

Id-Dokument, li j ib id-
data tat-22 ta’ Frar, festa
tal-Katedra ta’ San Pietru
u li huwa frott tal-
Assemblea Sinodali li

n ammet ewwa Ruma
bejn it-2 u 23 ta’ Ottubru
2005, ie ppubblikat fil-
lingwa latina, taljana,

ingli a, fran i a, spanjola,
tedeska, portugi au
polakka.

L-E ortazzjoni
Appostolika “tkompli is-
serje ta’ dokumenti kbar
dwar is-sagrament sublimi
ta’ [-Ewkaristija, b alma
huma, pere empju, dawk
tal-Qaddej t'Alla wanni
Pawlu Il “Ecclesia de
Eucharistia” u “Mane
nobiscum Domine”. Is-
“Sacramentum Caritatis”
issib postha f'din il-
kontinwita’ u fl-istess in
tipproponi mill-  did b’mod
a ornat xi veritajiet
essenzjali tad-duttrina
ewkaristika, filwaqt i
t e e g all- elebrazzjoni

dinjitu a tar-rit sagru, u
tfakkaril- tie aur entili
twettaqg ajja ewkaristika

fil- ajjata’ kull jum”.
Id-Dokument, filwaqt
li jippre enta b’mod
a essibblig all-bniedem
ta’ llum il-veritajiet kbar
dwar il-fidi ewkaristika,
jittratta l-aspetti varji ta’
attwalita’ fi - elebrazzjoni
teg uuj e e g al

impenn im  edded fil-bini
ta’ dinja dejjemi jed usta
uta’pa ilifihal- ob

magsum g all- ajjata’
kul add isir kullma jmur
kaw ae emplarifil- lieda
kontral- u ukontra kull
tip ta’ fagar.

It-titlu ta’ |-

E ortazzjoni Appostolika
“Sacramentum Caritatis”
u l-insistenza tal-Qdusija
Tieg u l-Papa, f'dawn is-
sentejn tal-pontifikat, fuq
il-verita’ ta’ I-im  abba
jg idbi - arlininsabu
guddiem wie ed mit-temi
kru jali li fuqu jimbena I-

ejjieni tal-Knisja u ta’ I-
umanita’.

L-E ortazzjoni
isserra  fuq ir-rabta li ma
tin allx ta’ tliet aspetti:
‘Misteru ewkaristiku,
azzjoni litur  ika u I-kult

did spiritwali™ u tirri
mibnija fi tliet partijiet,
kullwa da minn dawn il-
partijiet japprofondixxi
wa da mit-tliet
dimensjonijiet ta’ I-
Ewkaristija (...)
‘Ewkaristija, misteru li
g andu jitwemmen’,
‘Ewkaristija, misteru li
g anduiji i elebrat' u
‘Ewkaristija, misteru li
g anduiji img ajjex.

It-tag lim tal-Qdusija
Tieg ul-Papajuribi - ar
kif [-azzjoni litur  ika
(misterulig anduiji i

ulta

elebrat) g andha tkun

dik l-azzjoni spe fifika li
tag milha possibbli |-
konformazzjoni tal-
nisranija (misteru li jrid
ji img ajjex, kult  did)
minn na  a tal-fidi
(misterulig andu
jitwemmen).

Benedittu XVI bit-
“tieni novita’ dottrinali ta’
importanza liemab  ala”
jis aqq fuq l-importanza
ta’ [-ars celebrandi (arti li
ti elebra) g all-‘actuosa
partecipatio’ (parte  ipazzjo
ni attiva, li tag ti  afna
frott).

Fl-ewwel parti,
“Ewkaristija, misteru li
g andu jitwemmen”
“jitkellem dwar il-misteru
ta’ [-Ewkaristija sa mill-
ori initag ha trinitarja li
tassigura il-karattru
dejjiemi ta’ rigal. (...) F'dan
it-tag lim jinstabu I-
g eruq profondi ta’ dak li
I-Ewkaristijatg  allem
dwar |-adorazzjoni u r-
rapport intrinisiku ma -

elebrazzjoni ewkaristika”.
Fir-rit ma nirrepetux

ajja

[-att kronolo  iku li hemm
flkA  ar enata esu,
i dani elebraw |-

Ewkaristijab alal-* did”

radikali tal-kult nisrani.
esu’ jsej ilna sabiex
nid lufl-istesssieg a
tieg u, il-misteru tal-mewt
u tal-gawmien, prin  ipju




innovattiv ta’ trasformazz-
joni (...) ta’ l-istorja kollha
kif ukoll ta’ l-univers

kollu.

L-Ewkaristija u |-
Knisja, il-Papajis aqlil-
“Ewkaristija hija I-

‘prin ipju ka wali’ tal-
Knisja: “f'kull elebrazzjoni
nistqarru I-primat tad-don

ta’ Kristu. L-influss

ka walita’ I-Ewkaristija fl-
ori ini tal-Knisja juri

b’'mod definittiv il-

pre edenza mhux biss

kronolo ikai da wkoll
ontolo ika tal-fatt li kien
Hu l-‘ewwel’ i abbna. (...)

II-Papa Benedittu

XVI, filwaqt li jafferma i -

irkolarita’ bejn I-
Ewkaristija li tibni I-Knisja
u I-Knisja stess li
ti elebra I-Ewkaristija,
iwettag g a lama isterjali
sinifikattiva g  all-primat
tal-ka walita’ ewkaristika
fuq dik ekkle jali”.

Fit-tagsima “L-

Ewkaristija u s-settenarju
sagramentali” il-Papa
jikteb li “I-Ewkaristija
Mgaddsa twassal sal-milja
I-inizjazzjoni nisranija u
tgieg ed lilha nfisha

entru u skop tal-  ajja
sagramentali kollha kemm
hi”. 1l-Papa jilma fdan il-
kuntest is-sentimenti ta’ I-
inizjazzjoni nisranija u ir-
“rispett lejn is-sagrament

tar-rikon iljazzjoni (...)
jinsisti fug I-  tie ata’
akkwist mill-  did tal-

pedago ija tal-konver joni
lito ro mill-Ewkaristija”,
mentri “I-Gri  ma tal-
Morda u I-Vjatku gaddis
joffru lill-fidili il-possibilta’

i jorbtu ‘lil-batut ma’ I-

offerta li Kristug  amel
tieg unnifsug as-
salvazzjoni ta’ kul  add™.

Il-karattru insostit-

wibbli “tas-sa  erdozju

ministerjalig a -
elebrazzjoni valida tal-

Quddiesa” ji i mtenni mill-

did fit-tagsima
“Ewkaristija u I-Ordni” li I-
Papa “jafferma mill-  did u
jipprofondixxi ir-relazjoni
bejn l-ordinazzjoni
sa erdotaliu - elibat:
‘Bil-kundizzjoni li fir-
rispett tal-prassi differenti
u t-tradizzjoni orjentali,
huwa me tie liwie ed
jis aqg fuq is-sens profond
ta - elibat sa erdotali,

mi mum ustament bla
rikkezza li ma tistax
titkejjel”.

It-tnagqis numeriku
tal-kleru, li nsibu f'xi
kontinenti, g anduji i
affrontat gabel xejn bix-
xhieda tas-sbu ija tal-

ajjasa erdotali, (...)
b’formazzjoni vokazzjonali
meqgjusa.

Fit-tagsima
“Ewkaristija u
Papa jfakkar li I-
“Ewkaristija sagrament
sponsalipere ellenza,
‘jikkorrobora b'mod li ma
jispi agattl-g aqdaul-
im abbalimatin allxta’
kull  wie nisrani”.

Filwaqt Ii jittag mill-
karattru nuzjali ta’ I-
Ewkaristija, il-Papa
Benedittu XVI jer a’
jsemmi mill-  did it-tema
ta’' l-uni ita'ta - wie
nisrani, billi jirreferi g all-
problema tal-poligamija, u
g all-indissolubbilita’ tar-
rabtata - wie .

L-E ortazzjoni tag i
su erimenti pastorali
dwar dawk I-img  ammdin
li jinsabu g addejjin minn
sitwazzjoni doloru  ali
jkunu elebraw is-

wie 7, il-

sagramentta - wie uli
imbag ad iddivorzjaw u

da lug al wie did. L-
E ortazzjoniwaralisa qet
li dawn, ‘minkejja is-
sitwazzjonitag hom,

jibqg u jappartienu lill-
Knisja, li ssegwihom
b’attenzjoni spe jali’
(n.29), tag mel lista ta’
modalitajiet  odda ta’
parte ipazzjonifil- ajja
tal-komunita’ ta’ dawn il-
fidili, li minkejja li ma

jir evux it-Tqgarbin, jistg u
b’hekk jadattaw g  alihom
stil nisrani tal-  ajja”.

Benedittu XVI jag ti
formas i alis-
su eriment ta’ |-Isgfijiet
Sinodali dwar is-
sitwazzjoni ta’ dawk li,
filwaqt li jkunu elebraw
validamenti - wie ,
min abba kundizzjonijiet
obijettivi jsibu lilhom
infushom f'sitwazzjoni li
ma jistg uxi ollu l-irbit

did tal-kuntratt, li filwaqt

li jipproponilhom,

b'g ajnuna pastorali
adegwata, jimpenjaw

ru homli‘jg ixuir-
relazzjonitag hom skond
l-e i enzital-Li ita’ Alla,
b alaa wa'

It-Tieni Parti tad-
Dokument: “Ewkaristija,
misteru i jrid ji i elebrat”
“juri t-twettiq ta’ I-azzjoni
litur ikafi - elebrazzjoni
filwaqt li juri I-elementi li
jixirgilhom approfondi-
ment ikbar u fl-istess in
joffrisu  erimenti
pastorali mill-i  jed
importanti”.

Dwar il-priin  ipju
tas-“sbu ija intrinsika tal-
litur ija”, il-Papajag ti

erti indikazzjonijiet “dwar
ir-rikkezza tas-sinjali

litur 1 i(skiet, ilbies, esti:




litoqg od bil-wiegfa,

g arkobbtejk ...),g all-
artimgeg dag as-servizz
ta - elebrazzjoni” u
jfakkar li t-Tabernaklu

g anduji imgieg ed fil-
Knejjes f'post li jkun jidher
sewwa, anke permezz ta’
lampa ta’ dawl dejjiemi.
L-unita’ bejn Misteru
ewkaristiku, azzjoni
litur ika u kult spiritwali
did “jidher evidenti meta
I-Papa jiddeskrivi il-
kundizzjonijiet personali
g all-‘actuosa
partecipatio™.

L-E ortazzjoni
“dejjem biex tiffavorixxi
parte ipazzjoni attiva mill-
i jed adegwata (...) tieqaf
fug erti aspetti pastorali
partikulari - I-u u tal-
mezzi tal-komunikazzjoni,
[-attenzjoni lill-morda u

lill-persuni b’di  abbilita’,
lill-  absin u lill-
immigranti; il-kon  eleb-

razzjonijiet kbar u I-

litur iji ewkaristi i fi
gruppi g ar-u
tipproponi I-u  u iktar

normali tal-lingwa latina,

spe jalmentfi -
elebrazzjonijiet
internazzjonali kbar,
ming ajr ma titraskura il-
pi tal-kant gregorjan”.
[I-Papa jitkellem mill-
did dwar ‘l-unita’
intrinsika tar-rit tal-
Quddiesa’, lig anduji i
muri anke bil-mod ta’ kif
ti i kurata il-litur ija tal-
Kelma. Isemmi mill-  did
“il-qawwa notevoli
edukattiva g all- ajja tal-
Knisja, fuq kollox fid-
diffikulta’ storika ta’ llum,
tal-pre entazzjoni tad-
doni, tal-bdil tal-pa  iuta’
[-‘Ite missa est'. II-Papa
jafda l-istudju ta’ tibdiliet
possibbli dwar dawn |-
a ar ew punti, fidejn
Dikasteri kompetenti”.
Fit-Tielet u I-a ar
tagsimata’ I-E ortazzjoni
Appostolika turi |-
kapa ita’ tal-misteru
emmnutu  elebrat li jibni
l-orizzonta  ariu
definittiv ta’ I-e  istenza
nisranija: ‘il-misteru
‘emmnut’ u‘ elebrat’
(i borfih dinami  muli

jag ti bidu

g all- ajja dida
fina u f'forma ta’
l-e istenza
nisranija”.

Sa mill-
ewwel versi ta’ |-
E ortazzjoni, il-
Papa Benedittu
XVI jtenni mill-

did (...) lid-don
ta’ I-Ewkaristija
huwa g all-
bniedem, u
jwie ebg all-

F istennija tal-
bniedem. (...)

Fi - elebrazzjoni
# ewkaristija, |-

insara jiltaqg u
ma’ Allal- ajulikapa i
jsalvalnom ru  hom. U din
is-salvazzjonig andha

b alal-kelliemitag hal-
liberta’ umana. Huwa
jikteb hekk: “huwa

proprju min  abba |-fatt li

Kristu g amel lilu nnifsu
ikel tal-Verita’, il-Knisja
ddur fuq il-bniedem, billi
jistieden biex jilga’
liberament id-don ta’ Alla”.
“Ir-rilevanza antropolo  ika
ta’ I-Ewkaristija to ro bil-
gawwa kollha tag  ha fil-
kultil- did karatteristiku
tan-nisrani. (...). Fuq il-

ba ita’ l-azzjoni ewkaris-
tika kull irkustanza ta’ I-
e istenza ssirbiex ng  idu
hekk ‘sagramentali’. (...)
Ma lug mill- did permezz
tal-mag mudija u
inkorporat ewkaristika-
ment mal-Knisja |-

bniedem jista’ sa fl-a ar
jil aqil-miljatieg u
nnifsu, billi jitg allem
joffri ‘il-  isem proprju

tieg u’'-ji fifierililu nnifsu
kollu kemm hu - b ala




sagrifi  ju ajuqgaddisu
mog ub minn Alla”.

[I-fidili nsara kollha
huma msej in sabiex
jg ixu il- aja proprja
tag hom b ala vokazzjoni
fuq il-pedament sod ta’ I-
Ewkaristija. (...) Kull
bniedem li jemmen huwa

g alhekk imsejja g all-
trasformazzjoni profonda
ta’ l-e istenza tieg wu. Il-
Papa jg id: “It-
trasformazzjoni morali i
hija implikata fil-kult il-
did imwaqgaf minn
Kristu, hija  ibda u xewqga
kordjal li g andha
tikkorrispondi g all-
im abba tal-Mulej bl-

esseri tag ha kollha, anke
fl-g arfien tal-fra ilita’
proprja”.

Ir-responsabbilta’ ta’
I-insara li jimlew inkarigi
pubbli iupoliti ig andha

ertu importanza meta
wie edi ares lejha minn
din l-ottika: (...) il-politi [
ul-le islaturi kattoli i
g andhom “jippre entaw u
jsa uli ijietispirati mill-
valuri mibnija fuq in-
natura umana. Dan
g andurabtao
ma’ I-Ewkaristija”.

Fit-Tagsima tad-
Dokument imsejja
“Xhieda b ala forma tal-

ettiva

missjoni” nagraw: “L-
ewwel u I-missjoni
fundamentali li tasal

g andna mill-Misteri
gaddisalia nani eleb-
raw hija linag tu xhieda
permezz tal- 8
“L-E ortazzjoni”
tirrakkomanda b’mod aj
lil kul add,i dab’'mod
spe jalilil-laj i fidili, li
‘jikkoltivaw ix-xewqa li I-
Ewkaristija tid ol dejjem

i jed fil-fond fl-e istenza
ta’ kuljumtag  hom, billi
twassalhom sabiex ikunu
xhieda mag rufa fl-
ambjent proprju tax-

xog ol utas-so jeta’
kollha.

Id-Dokument ma
joqg odx itella’ u jni el
biex jistqarr i I-

Ewkaristija timbotta lil

kull min jemmen ... sabiex

jag mellilu nnifsu*  ob

magsum’ g all-o rajn,u

g alhekk li jimpenja lilu

nnifsug aldinjai jed
ustaui jed fraterna.

Filwaqtlijis aqli -

elebrazzjoni Ewkaristika
‘timplika I-offerta tal- ob
u ta’ I-imbid, frott ta’ |-art,
tad-dielja u tal-  idma tal-
bniedem”, it-tema tal-

arsien tal-  olgien huwa

viluppat u approfondit
f'relazzjoni mal-pjan tajjeb
ta’ Allafugil- olgien

ajatag na”.

kollu. Ir-realta’ mhix biss
sempli iment materja
newtrali espostag all-
manipolazzjoni tekniku-
xjentifika, i da hija
mixtiega minn Alla fid-
dawl tar-rikapitolazzjoni fi
Kristu tal-  wejje kollha.
Minn hawnto ro ir-
responsabbilta’; g  all-
arsien tal- olgien
proprju tan-nisrani
mg ejjex mill-Ewkaristija.
Fl-awtenti ita’ tal-fidi
u tal-kult ewkaristiku
jinstab is-sigriet ta’ bidu

mill- did tal- ajja
nisranija kapa ili
ti  eneramill- didil-

Poplu ta’ Alla. Fil-misteru
ta’ [-Ewkaristija Divina, I-
Ewkaristija tifta bera |I-
a essg ar-realta’ ta’ Alla
lihuim abba.

FI-Ewwel Parti u fil-
konklu jonita’l-
E ortazzjoni Appostolika,
il-Papa Benedittu XVI
jis aqli:* FMarija
Santissima naraw
perfettament ti i attwata
anke I-modalita’
sagramentali li biha Alla
jil aq u jikkonvol ifl-
inizjattiva salvifika tieg u,
il-kreatura umana.
Ming andha g andna
nitg allmulinsirua na
stess persuni ewkaristi i u
ekkle jali”.

Let us pray for the gift of perseverance for all priests
faithful to prayer, may they celebrate the holy Mass w

tion, may their lives always be a listening to the

after day they assimilate the same sentiments and at

Good Shepherd.

Let us pray, then, for those who are preparing for the p

and for the instructors in the seminaries of Rome, Ita
world; let us pray for the families, that they contin
the call to the ministerial priesthood to mature and b

: May they remain
ith ever renewed devo-

word of God and that day

titudes of Jesus the

riestly office
ly and the whole

ue to allow the "seed" of

lossom.

Pope Benedict XVI, Angelus, The World Day of Prayer for

Vocations, 29.04.07.




Min se jgerbilna I- ebla?

Norbet Ellul-Vincenti, OFM

G adda |-G id u wagajna tieg ita’ RA EL li jien. Arani m’g andniex, nissellfu,
koppi. Mietu xi persuni ej, sinjura, inbiddillek ir-rota. nivvintaw. Imma afna skui
allegatament bi droga, Malta Imma, g ajnuna Ikoll aktar juru kemm m’gandniex
g adha ippressata bl-eax ne ti uha xi darba. Minse ra uni vera. Gandna blata,
minn barra fuq il-qtil ta’ |- jg inna? X'g ajnuna gandna ebla kbira quddiem galbna.
g asafar, immigranti illegali fdinil- ajja tag na? Jien Min se jgerbilna I-ebla?

jin lu l-art. Problemi antiki.  kemm-il darba sibt gajnuna, u Fil-Van elu Alla
Problemi kbar. Problemi kemm-il darba tajtha wkoll.  gerbibha bla diffikulta’.
donnhom bla soluzzjoni. Fil-kas tan-nisa tal- F' ajjitna Alla gerbeb afna
Donnu bgajna bid-difna Van elu, dawn kienu gadhom ebel. afna. Jien naf kemm.
ming ajr gawmien. Minn se ma rawx id-dawl. Langas ma Rajt mirakli. Smajt b’afna
jgerbilna I-blata lilna minn stennew li esu’ jera’ jgum. i jed. Nies li afdaw f'Alla u
guddiemna? Kien g ad jongos xi skoss  Alla bierek bi kbir.

Billi nwersqu ma gawwi biex huma jemmnu — Malta mimlija ebel
nag mlu xejn. Irridu ngaddsu spei ta’ xokk elettriku li ja asra. ebel u trab kemm
rasna u ngidu li addiehor | ieg elil-qalb tera’t abbat trid. Ilma xejn. Kieku ngerbu
g andu mnejn jadgina meta tkun waqgfet. Kos, kif ~ ftit ebel ‘il bahar ma

g ajnuna fdawn l-affarijiet, inhu dan it-twemmin tagha? nag mlux a in. Kieku nnadfu
imma a na rridu nkunu biex Nemmnu u nibqgu friski u ftit ix-xtut fejn ng umu minn
nag mlu pass ‘il quddiem. Jewbierda. Imbagad meta tii xi afna ebel ejjed, nagmlu
hekk jew nipposponu I- wa da fugna — ged ngd xi tajjeb. Kieku nne u ftit ebel
problema gal ta’ warajna. wa da sew — induru lejn Alla mill- onna li ged nibnu, u mir-
Di onesta’. Problemi dawn, u bis-serjeta’. Imma kultant roundabouts, u naglu

ming ajr soluzzjoni—imma gabel matiithe i a sewwa, “fences” inkunu ged nagnlu

mhux tali li ma nistghux ma nemmnux b’galbna kollhadifferenza kbira.

nie du passilijwe u (mhux mo na kollu, rieda, u ajja Kieku n arsu lejn il-

lilna biss, eh) - imma mingyjr kollha kif jixtieq esu’. problemi nazzjonali tagha u

tisliba, m’hemmx gawmien. iet il- imgha I-Kbira u nintefg u fughom minflok ma

Min se jgerbeb dik il- add il-G id. Imma gomna  biss insagsu, “Min se jgerbilna

ebla li gieg da quddiem il-  tassew? Inbdilna? Dawn l-problemi tag na?” - kieku

Qabar?galu n-nisa dakinhar huma mistogsijiet li rridu noor uijedta riel

il- add filg odu meta marru nistagsu lilna nfusna. Min se Spiritwalment, dik il-

ji rulejnil-gabar, kmieni jgerbilna |- ebla li ged ebla tista’ ommna lura,

kmieni, biex jidilku kif supposti ommna? Il-ebla li ma jekk a na ma rridux inrattbu

il- isem tal-mejjet esu’? t alliniex naraw dritt u sew? llrasna, nibggu mimlijin

A nanafu X’ ara, imma ma  ebla kbira f'g ajnejna? suppervja, ninsistu li dan

nistg ux ma nit assrux dawk G ax mhux bi ejied i mhux dnub, jew li kuladd

in-nisa I_i jetieug ajnun_a. tmur iI-Quddi_es u tinvista r- jag mel hekk ... jew li jien
Qisna bhal meta nilnu  Redentur. Trid temmen jidhirli... jew add ma

mara dejn karrozza wieqfa verament u tisma’ dak li jrid 'r'jinda allix'na seb... jew li

bit-tajer imni el. Min se Redentur. Ma tridx tibga’ A
jg inna nbiddlu t-tajer? marbut mal-kolonna tad- b ali rlrsl-giwnérv'a blata kbira
nist ajjel nismagha tg id il dnubiet tiegek. Trid tissallab. Pperv]

se bitha, jekk ikollha wada.  Ming ajr tisliba, mrintix se Y tdila ma jaglagha add; -

U ta’ kavallier li jien, to ro glorju mill-gabar li ubr_nilt_a’ hi{ca a? lu fer an Ipi
mhux se nallihom hemm, d alt fih. t, ISSima fuq fommu u sfiem
ming ajr ma nagti l-g ajnuna Skuig andna. Jekk  fdalbu.




San u

€pp

addiem

Norbert Ellul-Vincenti, OFM

Hawn nies li x-xogol ma
j allilhomx
g all-Quddies tal- add, g all-

mistrieh tal- add — u ftit jew xejn

in g all-familja, g a - wie , jew
g at-tfal. Fmin se nwa Iu? Tort
ta’ min?

lllum da let drawwa li kull min
javvanza xi ftit fis-sojeta’
tisimg u jifta ar li missieru kien
addiem.

Tfa ar lil missierek
mhiex a a a ina, imma li
tifta ar bih, jista’ jkun
perikulu . Skond xi trid tfisser.
Skond jekk tridx tpini lilek
innifsek b al xi eroj. X’g amilt

xejn in g all-familja, g a -

in g al passatemp, wie , jew ghat-tfal. F'min se

nwa Iu? Tort ta’ min?

ming ajr ma jg atti g ajnejh,
jekk mhux Malta.

San u epp huwa patrun San u epp addiem

tal- addiem u tax-xogol g ax

Imma ma narawhx lala

hemm bonn li nispiritwalizzaw addiem li jipperikola ajtu, i

ix-xog ol — nevvanelizzawh.
Ix-xog ol huwa opra ta’ Alla
mhux tax-xitan. Mela jetie
nifthu I-Van elu fuqu, u
nbixxuh bl-ilma mbierek.
Ix-xog ol jinkwetana
meta ma nsibuhx. Nuqgqgas ta’
opportunita’ ta’ xogol
jinkwieta I-pajji . Na dmu lkoll
biex in ibu x-xog ol. Nitolbu
kundizzjonijiet umani. Imma

b’ ajtek jg odd, mhux kemm intkultant xi whud jitolbu

jew kont “sfortunat” f’ ajtek.

U kull min ja dem huwa

addiem.

Ix-xog ol mhux biss
jg addilek i- mienta’ ajtek
b’mod utli, imma jinnobilitak,
jag mlek nies, jginek tifhem
id-dinjita’ u l-utilita’ tieg ek.

Ix-xog ol jista’ wkoll
ikissrek, jaljenak, inessik min
int, je odlok kull skop fil- ajja.
Kif tispjega I-fatt li afna nies,
kif jirtiraw mix-xog ol, jitgerrbu
f'gasir mien, g ax ma jsibux
biex jimlew il- urnata? Tant
ikunu saru a a wa da max-
xog ol u baqgu ming ajr
interessi ta’ xejn fil-ajja, li kif
jieqfu mix-xog ol, jitfixklu g al
kollox, u jag mlu f'galbhom.

Tort tax-xog ol? Jew tort
ta'xi aaora?

Ix-xog ol jista’ jgerfex
familja u jifred il-mi ew in.
Imma t-tort ta’ min hu? Tax-
xog ol, jew ta’ min ma jridx
ja dem bil-g agal?

Hawn nies li x-xogol ma
j alllhomx in g al passatemp,
g all-quddies tal- add, gall-
mistrie tal- add — u ftit jew

kundizzjonijiet li jkun egoisti
ghax jeqirdu l-istess
kundizzjonijiet tax-xoghol gall-
o rajn, jekk mhux taghom
ukoll. Neqirdu x-xogol meta
ma nagtux servizz tajjeb,
niskartaw u nfarfru r-
responsanbbilta.
Qed naraw afna in identi

ta’ mewt u korrimenti fuq ix-
xog ol. Krejns jaggu bl-
addo . Tortta’ min? Regba?
Injoranza? Nuqgqgas tasieb?
Nuggas ta’ responsabbilta’?
Li ijiet hawn u ftit (veru ftit)
inforzar ukoll. Imma hemm
g alfejn toqg od ti ri wara

addiema bil-frosta biex

jittraskura |-familja, i m’
g andux in ghal Alla, li ma
j urx lil familja tieg u, li ma
jilg abx ma’ xi erbat ibieb. Ftit
nafu dwaru, imma ma jidhirx
estremista, solitarju, ma jridx jaf
b'nies, ma jafx ji ajta u jieu

ajta. Il-mudell huwa mqgieged
guddiemna mill-Knisja bala
ikona li nippruvaw nixbu.

Bl-g arag ta’ binu San

u epp a sieb dak li talab
minnu Alla — il-familja tieg u.
Hekk irridu nagmlu a na, u
nsibu in g al kollox, kif
suppost, biex nista
nimmaturaw, niedu nnifs
kultant, u ni u ajr ‘l Alla ta’
dirg ajna ferhana.

Jetie linie du x-xog ol

tag na aktar bis-serjeta’ lla xi

a a li tiswa g all-eternita’.
Irridu n ossuna aktar
responsabbli mhux biss gl
sa itna imma anke cal dik ta’

addiehor u ta’ min iaddimna,
u g al min ged nagu s-servizz.
Hemm b onn inkunu aktar
responsabbilizzati, aktar
akkontabbli, aktar fierga bix-

i ieg lhom jilbsu kif suppost uxog ol li nag mlu. Imma rridu

jie du I-prekawzjonijiet li
suppost? Kemm @gdna lura fl-
edukazzjoni? Mur barra u ara
jidhirx xi bennej mingajr elmu
u ngwanti. Ara jekk hemmx
x'imkien fl-Ewropa fejn
addiem ta’ I-iskart jibor il-
materjal b’'idejh mingajr
ingwanti. Ara jekk hemmx min
jixxabbat mill-g oli ming ajr
ma jintrabat. Ara jekk issibx
welder x'imkien li jiwweldja

nifhmu wkoll li x-xog ol,
mhuwiex “necessary evil” - u
ma hux kollox fil- ajja tag na.
U langas ma rallu I-flus jew il-
possessjonijiet taga jie du
post dawk l-affarijiet aktar
nobbli minnhom fil- ajja

tag na, b alma huma ir-
rekreazzjoni, il-mistrie,

sa itna, il-familja, Alla, u s-
sens ta’ apprezzament tas-
sbu ija fil- ajja taghna.




X'Jistenna |-poplu
minnkom ir-rell ju 1?

Joyce Gulliamier

Kieku mhuxg axin oss
ertu relazzjoni profonda
ma’ dak li intom
tirrapre entaw, forsi kont
inkun l-angas persuna
ndikata biex inkellem
lilkom. Fagar — ubidjenza
— kastita’. Tlett voti li forsi
g al afnram’g adhomx
jag mlusens, m'g ad-
homx rejali. Imma dawk
huma li fil-verita’ jag mlu-
kom sinjali ta’ dawl f'dinja
li xi kultant tiddallam.
Nammetti li jien

minnna atieg iqabel l-e istenzatieg u,na seb tag hom. B all-ibenil-
iltgajt mal-Mulej, minn li nista’ nesprimi ftit ali!
dawn it-tlett voti fir-regola x'g andub onnisib. Hawnhekk fejn
tag kom ma kontx naf xi Tlett karattri fl- tid luintom. Fejn jid ol
jffissru  lief g all-fagar. Iskrittura li nirrelata u dak lig andkom tkunu
Biss il-fagar kont immissu g alhekk nirrifletti intom...jew a jar dak li
mhux dagstant fuq livell fughom huma Marija m’g andkomx tkunu...
materjali, imma b’mod Madalena, il-mara hawn afna madwarna —
mill-aktar tan bl fl- midinba li dilket sagajn i ejjed minn dak li m’
e istenza kollha tieg . esu’' bi - ejtu SanPawl. g andkomx tkunu.
Tistagsuni, g alfejn ged It-tlieta huwa ndikat U g alhekk forsi
nirreferig al ajti, meta kemm fil-passatg exu tajjeb li nifhmu x’ji ifieri li

ejt biex nitkellem distanti minn Alla. U t- tikkomunika? G  aliex
mag kom? tieta ji uppre entatilil- huwa dagshekk

Sempli iment biex im abbali viluppat importanti li nifnmu

tindunaw li dak li ser f ajjithom wara li ltaqg u limpattlij allidak li n-
ng id l-unika qawwa li ma’ esu’ kienet inkalkol- nies jipper epixxu minn
g andu huwa f'dak li naf abli. dak li jaraw? E empju ta’
b’'mod tan ibli X’ Dak li esperjenza n- ra ellij obb mara jew bil-
jesperjenza min ibati, nuqggas t'Alla jaf kemm hi kontra jittratta ain
anke jekk min  abba kbira I-im  abba t'Alla u quddiem in-nies. Meta
g a liet iena personali. g alhekk b ali jaf kemm tarah x'tifhem?
U peresslinaf xij oss hu ne essarju li jasal Mela meta n-nies
dak li jbati, spe  jalment g anddawk lijpatug ax | arsulejkom jew

spiritwalment — fil-qalb ta’ Alla assenti fil-  ajja kwalunkwe persuna




kkonsagrata nemmen li
permezz tag kom —ta’ dak
kolluliintom—jewa  jar
m’ intomx. In-nies li trid
tara u tesperjenza huwa
dak li huwa divin permezz
tar-relazzjoni intima li tin-
bena biss b’rabta m’Alla
fit-talb. G andi afna
tekniki x’nista’ nagsam
mag kom biex dan

tag mluh. Imma fil-verita’
[-unika metodu rejali u
permanenti u revelatorju

huwa dak liji  ri bejnkom

u Allawagqtil- in tat-talb

tag kom. Dakg o u!
Is-sabi tag kom hu

li intom kollox, tag miu
kollox — imma fl-istess
waqt m’intom xejn parti-
kolariumatag mlu xejn
partikolari... Il-  ajja

tag kom ma ssibx il-milja
tag ha f'xi karriera jew
promotion . Intom biss pa-
trijiet !

Nemmen, ta’ langas
hekkin osslig andkom
tirriflettu - dak li g andu
ji i kkomunikat lid-dinja
bil-pre enzatag kom —
daklin ossliming ajr
matafg andhab onnid-
dinjaming andkom
Li jidher li fl-epi  entru ta’

ajjitkom ma ssaltanx id-
dinja — imma jsaltan
Alla. G aliexgedng id
hekk ? Riflessjoni gasira
fuq il-kultura tal-llum.

X’ged fifittex il-
bniedem? Qedja i

in ifittex fl-irkejjen li ma
jwasslu mkien. Forsi
risposti temporaniji, i
g all-ewwel jidhru li
je altawh, imma jg

afna

addi -

mien u jsib ru
minn gabel.

Dan kollu tafuh, u
forsim’hemmx g alfejn
nitkellem dagstant fuqu.
Imma ambivalenza kbira i
ltgajt mag ha meta sa ftit
sninilukontna  demu
nsiefer afna, min abba
xog ol fit-turi  mu u dan
beda jidher hawn ukoll iz-

ieda fit-tfittxija g al irtiri
spiritwali.

Mhux ne essarja-
ment g al spiritwalita’
Nisranija...imma xorta
tfittxija ta’ dak Ii I-
bniedem gedi oss
nieges. Ug alhekk dak li
intom huwa ne  essarju
g all-Knisja. In  oss i
patri fl-essenza ta’ dak
kollu li jirrapre  enta huwa
differenti minn djo  esan.

Meta n ares lejkom
naf li I-aktar minn
kul add tridu tkunu sinjal
konkret ta’ kontradizzjoni
—b al makien San
Fran isk wara kollox. L-
akbar sinjal ta’ konradizz-
jonig al mienu.

Biss fil-film i

are miluxfugq ajtu
lagatni diskors ta’ thatija

ug ar

kbiralijag mellil
Frangisku Papa
Inno enzlll —kellu olma

dwar ra elli kien ged

i omm b’idejh il-kolonni

ta’ Knisja li ged taga’. Il-
film g al minn ma rahx

beda b’Fran isku rasu I-
isfel i ares lejn kollox bil-
maglub ujg idliwara

kollox « e il cielo che sos-
tiena la terra ». Dik hi I-
verita’ li intom tafu u li

trid tasal permezz

tag kom.

U forsillum f  erta
aspetti I-Knisjag  addejja
minn ne essita’'lixi add

i omm il-kolonni ta’ min
Hi I-Knisja — jew x’suppost
hi I-Knisja. Dan kollu
intom fid-dmir li

tag mluh. G aliex ged
ng id hekk? U kif nem-
men li dan jista’ jsir.

G aliex f'dinja fejn
kollox a kull rokna u
spazjuta’ l-e istenza tal-
bniedem, u allura jekk
kull spazju ittie  ed, fejn
bagg alu biex jimra u
jitkellem I-Ispirtu t'

Alla? Intom permezz tar-
regolatag kom tatu dawl
ta’ kif dan l-ispazju

g adu jinstab.

Kif tista’ ssibu I-
ispazju fejn fil-  ajja tal-
bniedem tiddi I-glorja
t'Alla ? Timothy Radcliffe
f’kungress tal-Benedittini
f'Settembru 2000, qal “Il-
glorja t'Alla dejjem turi
lilha nnifisha fejn ikun
hemm spazju vojt”.
Nifhem x’ried jg id
min abba esperjenza li
kelli I-Ingilterra snin ilu.

Kont Surrey b’xog  ol,
u I-kumpanija li kont ged
nag mel xixog ol
mag hom kellhom uffi ju
ma’ enb gisu xmara

g ira, bosk “wood” u
waqt mixja fis-si  ar kont
issibru ekwvi in
monasteru, u parti minn
dan il-bini medjevali
kienet tkun miftu aul-
aktar a ali kienet tiddi
kien is-silenzju. In-




nuggasta’ sejjes, in-
nugqgas ta’ dak kollu li hi
d-dinja...

Biss gur li ma kienx
nieges l-ispazju vojt li kien
jirrifletti dak kollu li n-
nies llum donnha ged
tfittex....Qisu f'dak il-vojt
ta’ kollox kienet tin oloqg
realta’ fejn il-forom
materjali jistabilixxu
spazju sagru li huwa
destinatg al adorazzjoni
ta’ dak li Hu Divin.

Passi ata gasirata’
mhux aktar minn ames
minuti li irriflettitli dak
kollu li nsteraq minna I-
bnedmin mid-dinja tal-
lum. Kemm hu kbir in-
nuqggas ta’ silenzju....Is-
silenzju jo loq spazju
essenzjali fejn fih Alla jit-
kellem...Psalm 46 :10

Tajjeb ling id li dak
li sibt f'Surrey er  ajt sibtu
f'xi postijiet...mhux ta’
spiss, g ax ielikien
im assar minn pre enzi
0 ra. Imma sibtu madwar
il-kuridur tal-kunvent
tag kom...fil-kuriduri tal-
knisjatag kom fil-Belt, I-
aktar meta tkun vojta...

Waqt studju g irli
kont ged nag mel fuq I-
ispazji sagri kont ktibt dak
li assejt fil-Knisja
< Within it is preserved
the mystery of time and
the aura of monastic
simplicity which takes you
back in time and to a
sacred silence of a
beautiful monastery. A
sacred space where the
presence of God becomes
tangible. Where God the

Father and Jesus the Son
are one in the Holy
Spirit.>. Hekk assejt li
kelli nikteb g  ax hekk
emmint u esperjenzaijt.

Biss barra li s-
silenzju jo loq spazju,
hemm spazjuie or
ma lug minnkom. L-
ispazju vojt fejng  andha
tiddi I-Glorja t'Alla, b’dak
li suppost li tirriflettu li
m’intomx....

Intomta dmuimma

add maj areslejkomu
jg id li intom karrieristi.
M’g andkomx karriera...
tag mlu kollox imma
m’intom xejn  lief
patrijiet.

G andkom kollox,
imma xejn m'g  andu
‘gabda’ — hold - fugkom.
Intom liberi, kif wara
kollox gal lig andna
inkunu Kristu.

Jien nemmen i hekk
g andhab onnkom id-
dinja. Intom m’intomx
nies b’karriera, imma
xorta g andkom skop
primarju.

Dak li tirriflettu lil
Alla mill-qalb nvi  ibli tal-

ajjatag kom. Fis-so
ligedtimtelab’ afna
pre enzilijippruvawj al-
lu I'impatttag  hom u forsi
wie edjg id li hemmhekk
hemm b onn li tkunu in-
tom ukoll.

Imma dak li huwa I-
kunvent u |-patrijiet jostru
fihom verita’ profonda.
Aktar profonda minn dak
litistg u tikkomunikaw
f'nofs il-kaos tat-
trig. Hemm xorta tistg u

jeta’

twasslu I-im  abba u |-

kumpassjoni. Imma

mhux dak li |-aktar

jag milkom dak li intom.
Dang aliexin ossli

flla ar mill-a aril-

bniedem m'g andux

jadural’Allag ax hurele-

vanti, immag ax Hu Alla.
Irridu nifhmu li dak

li hu mportanti mhux li

Alla huwa relevanti

g alina, imma li f'Alla

insibu r-relevanza ta’ dak

kollulia naulinag mlu.

Alla li jrid jipprova r-

relevanzatieg u ma jkunx

Alla. F'Alla nsibu r-realta’

ta’ dak kollu li hu relevan-

ti...i - entruli madwaru
tifformaru ha ajjitna.
U dak li intom tatu
xhieda tieg u. F'dak kollu
li m'intomx, billi tag miu
kollux ming  ajr ma

tag mlu xejn partikolari,
hemm spazju wiesa fi -

entrutal- ajjatag kom
fejn jimra  Alla. B alma
Alla wera’ |I-kobor tieg  u
fid-de ert ma’Israel.
Mhux dagstant meta kien
ma kum, imma meta kien
fillwesg atad-de ert. Dak
l-ispazjulig al min
ifittex u jrid jara fil-fond
jirnexxilu jilma lem ata’
dik li hi I-glorja t'Alla.

F'dinja li tilfet dan

kollu, u ged tfittxu kullim-

kien hlief fejn g andha
tfittxu, hemmb  onn i
INTOM tibgg u tikkomu-

nikaw dan kollu. G ax
re a hemmb onn dakir-
ra el afi, umli u kollu

m abbalij ommil-
kolonni tal-Knisja weqgfin.




iInformazzjoni

ikompli mill-ewwel pa na
Huwa bena I-argumenti tieg

u fuq il-
isk u San
omm li I-Ordni

vi jonita' San Fran
Bonaventura. Huwa j

Fran iskan huwa Ordni ta' reli ju i
sa erdoti u laj i flimkien.
Id-Definitur enerali tal-Lingwa

Ngli a,tanal-a  ar statistika numerika
ta' [-Ordni. F'dawn |-a ar sittax il-sena,
allew |-Ordni 6616 patri. Qalilna wkoll
lib alissa fil-Kurja eneralizzja ged
jittasslu pjanijiet biex xi partijiet mill-
Kurja nnifisha, kif ukoll mill-Antonia-
num u Grotta Ferrata ji uw atib ala
mezzita' g ajnuna finanzjara, bit-tama
lil- idma tal-Kurja ma tibgax
tiddependi biss mill-g  otjiet tal-
provin ji. Aktar il quddiem se tintalab
lill-entitajiet kollha tal-Ordni g ajnuna
finanzjarja biex nissaportjaw I-Ordni
f'din l-intrapiza.
utna I-Litwani kienu afna
eneru imag na.Huma apprezzaw
afna il-pre enzatag na. F'xi kunventi

u knejjes frangiskani g adhom jidhru I-
effetti tal- akma Komunista. Bnew
kunvent did quddieml-g olja tas-
slaleb. Bil-g ajnuna ta' benefatturi

aduna wkoll naraw |-Opra ~ Madame
Butterfly fit-Teatru Nazzjonali ta'
Vilnius. Konna mistednin g and in-
Nunzju u anke g and l-ambaxxatur
Irlandi

Esperjenza o rasabi akienetI-

istedina fil-Palazz Presidenzjali. II-
President, Valdas Adamkus, kellu kelma
ta' apprezzament lejn il- idma li I-
patrijiet fran  iskani ged iwettqu
spe jalmentfosti -g a ag . G andhom

ew komunitajiet ta' Gifra li I-qofol tal-

idmatag hom huwa |-kant litur iku.

eneralment huma jmexxu dejjem il-
kantfil-lagqg atDjo esanig a -

ag ag .Minndaklirajna, g alihom
kull quddiesa hija kun ert ta' kant. Il-
fraternita’ ta' Vilnius ta I-angas
g andhom ames korijiet differenti.

ikomplipa na21




Nhar il- img a I-Kbira, Fra Godfrey Micallef, OFM u Fra wann Micallef, OFM galqu 50 sena presbiteri.
Barra li mexxew il-konelebrazzjoni fil-quddiesa solenni taamis ix-Xirka fil-knejjes tar-Rabat u lamrun,
huma wkoll i elebraw quddiesa ta’ radd ilajr ‘I Alla, fl-14 u I-15 ta’ April. Ritratt fuq Fra wann imexxi
guddiesa ma’ I-Awa tal-komunita’, u- ew ritratti t'isfel ew mumenti fejn Fra Godfrey ged jagsam il-kgjk
ma’ utu u waqt quddiesa koelebrata. Ara wkolL-A BAR ta’ April 2007.




Pasquetta
for Franciscans

On 11th April a Wednes-
day morning dawned with
a promise of a sunny day
as if the elements knew
that we had just cele-
brated Easter. It was a get
together for the three
Franciscan Orders: the
Franciscan Friars of the
First Order, the Poor
Clares of the Second Order
and the Franciscan Sisters
of the Third Order Regu-
lar. The idea for such an
encounter goes back to
when three Franciscans
from each order, who are
still receiving formation
within the order, took the
hassle to organize this
half-day of Franciscan
gathering in an environ-
ment of prayer and joy.
At 9.30am, all the
friars and sister had ar-
rived at the monastery of
the Poor Clares and prepa-
rations started to adjust
the sound system and all
the necessary equipment
that were to be used. The
rehearsals of the hymns
that were to be sung dur-
ing the initial adoration of
the ‘Blessed Sacrament’
took place. After some
time, the Minister Provin-
cial Fr. Paul Galea, OFM
brought the sacrament
and the adoration began
with songs of praise and
worship. During the ado-
ration, the minister pro-
vincial of the three orders
read from the life of St.
Francis from Franciscan

Sources.

When the time of
prayer was over, the
young friars, who had
planned the day, took over
and opened the section of
entertainment with a song
of praise and some danc-
ing! It was then the time
for the Poor Clares. They
had prepared a sketch
which dealt with the call of
Brother Bernard by St.
Francis; and how Brother
Bernard had accepted the
call and went on following
Christ on the footsteps of
St. Francis.

After the sketch it
was our turn! With a new
band named ‘Trial by Fire’
the Franciscans and the
young people who form
the GIFRA group, per-
formed two cover versions
by The Queen, ‘The Show
must go on’, and parts
from the group U2 with

the song: ‘Crumbs from
your table’. Afterwards, it
was the turn of the Capu-
chins friars who per-
formed another sketch
made up of four radio sta-
tions that seemed to have
gone mad with their trans-
mission. This was followed
by a duet between a Fran-
ciscan friar and a Francis-
can sister. For the final
act, the entertainment
group performed a song
and a dance with all par-
ticipants from all the or-
ders taken from the musi-
cal ‘Chiara di Dio'’. In be-
tween each item, a fun
game was organized to in-
volve more friars and sis-
ters. The show was pre-
sented by our Postulant
Aaron Abdilla and a Fran-
ciscan sister.

As we were still cele-
brating Easter, we ended
up with refreshments




while wishing all the best
to each other. It was a
wonderful day which saw
all the orders having fun
and performing all that
had been prepared for all
the friars and sisters who
had come to attend a half
day of prayer and fun. We
hope that days like this
will become more frequent
to know each other more
and to have more fun in a
Franciscan environment.

Trial by Fire:

Trail by Fire is a new
band that became a reality
after several attempts to
make this dream come
through. The name ‘Trail
by Fire’ is taken from: 1
James in the New Testa-
ment. We know that we
too need to pass from ‘fire’
to perform well. This is
our message to create
good entertainment during
social gatherings; and in

the near future to organize
such an event at the Fran-
ciscan Church in Rabat
(Malta). Trial by Fire is
formed up of Joseph Ciap-
para OFM on the lead gui-
tar, Walter Vassalo OFM
on the synth, Joseph Ma-
gro OFM on the Bass gui-
tar and from the Rabat
GIFRA group, the two vo-
calists are: Michela and
Roberta together with As
we were still celebrating

Easter, we ended up with
refreshments while wish-
ing all the best Dominic
as the drummer. Today'’s
performance was the first
official appearance of the
group who spent hours
rehearsing. We hope that
what has began today
will continue in the fu-
ture. Below one will find
some photos and two
movies of the songs
performed.

Fra Joseph Ciappara, OFM ged jag
ma, f’
Pawlu Cremona, O.P. bierek i
elebraw ma’ Mons. Ar

fil-quddiesa tal-Gri

tal-provin  ja kkon

isqof.

ti s-servizz waqt it-tberik ta - jut
amis ix-Xirka u li fiha Mons. Ar isqof
- jutimgaddsa. Numru sabih ta’ a wa




Esperjen

a ta’ erimita
f'lspica, Sqgallija

Joseph Ciappara, OFM

Kienet esperjenza mixtiega

afna minna l-istudenti
(Joseph Ciappara u Walter
Vassallo) lig at-tieni
darbanag mlu eremita
fejn ikollna  intwilg ar-
riflessjoni. L-opportunita
flla  ar waslet meta
saru kuntatti ma Sqallija
u iet proposta din I-
esperjenza mill-provin  ja
tag na. Kif kien mistenni
din l-esperjenza rnexxiet

afna. G exna mumenti
shie afna, kemm ta’ talb
kif ukoll mumenti ta’ frat-
ernita. A na I-Maltin
konna I-ewwel li wasalna
Ispica. Wasalna urnatau
nofs gabel u din kienet

a apo ittiva afnag a-
liexd alna mill-ewwel fl-
eremita  u stajna nippre-
paraw kollox minn gabel.

B’hekk stajna nid  lu
malajr fir-ritmu ta’ I-
eremita
Din l-esperjenza et

immexxija minn ew Pa-
trijiet, fra Graziano,
Djaknu, u fra Alberto li ser
jordna djaknu f’ unju.
B ala programm e
mgassam b’'mod liberu

afna. B ala struttura
prin ipali kellna |-Uffi ju
tal-gari, meditazzjoni u t-
tif ir fis-seba’ u nofs.
Wara kolazjon b’'mod frat-
ern fejn konna nippre-
paraw kollox flimkien.
Wara kien ikollna I-gari
tal-Van elu u spjegazzjoni
tieg u minn fra Alberto.
Wara in twil ta’ riflessjoni
fuq il-Kelma li nkunu
smajna. F'nofs inhar
nieges kwart Talb ta’ nofs

il-jum u wara nsajru u
nieklu.
Wara l-ikel sa |-

erbg aunofs inliberu
g ar-riflessjoni, mistrie
jew xog ol manwali. FI-
erba’ u nofs kien ikollna
laga’ ma Fra Graziano fejn
kien jispjega silta mill kit-
biet, it-tema kienet prin i-
palment fuq is-sens ta’ I-
G idf'San Fran isk. Wara
sas-sitta u nofs inta’ ri-
flessjoni u wara konna no-

or ug al-Quddiesa. Per-

ess li l-eremita kien idur
fugil-Kelma iede i lil-
guddiesani  elebrawha

filg axija biex b’hekk il-
Kelma tkun meditata
sewwa. Wara [-Quddiesa
kien ikollna -G asaru
kien ikollna I-gsim ta’ I-
esperjenza tal- urnata, kif




lagtitna |-
Kelma. Wara

konna nin-
abru fil-k  ina
insajruxi  a a

u nieklu b’'mod

fratern, tant li

I-ikliet kienu

jdumu mhux
a in.

Apparti s-
sabi fihin-
nifsu ta’ esper-
jenzab alldin,
fejn wie ed isib
ru uwa du

fis-skiet ma’
Alla, kienet
a asabi a
afnafejna nal-a wa Kien hemm imbg ad ikunu hemm filg  odu.
g exna flimkien. Kellna o rajnliwara’ x-xog ol Bis-sa  ata hekk kellna
klima familjari afna u setg uji uliberament klima rikka afnrautg al-
dan kien posittiv. Peress li X" in iridu. Din il-klima limna afna minn xulxin
l-eremita kien ukoll miftuha kienet a aposit- anke b'sempli ipre enza.
miftuhg alnieso rasta- tiva afna, g axstajna Din kienet fil-qosor I-
jna wkoll inkunu ta xhieda nagsmu esperjenzi mil- esperjenzatag na. Nirrin-
g al xulxin. a asabi a istati differenti tal- ajja. grazjaw lill Alla ta’ din |-
afna kienet I- ll-programm kien flessibli esperjenza gawwija i
impostazjoni libera ta’ dan afna biex jakkomoda lil pprovdielna fejn swiet gur
l-eremita g all dawk li kul add, fra Alberto fil-fatt ta’ id spiritwalig alina
riedu jagsmu din I- kien jirrepeti I-ispjega tal- kif ukoll ta’ id g all-
esperjenzamag na.B ala Van elu wara nofs inhar fraternita’ li fiha ng iXu.
nies fissi konna  amsa. g al dawk li ma kienux
B alissa fil-
kunvent tal-
amrun
g addejjin
diversi
xog olijiet ta’
manutensjoni.
Qedissirk ina
dida. Huwa
ttamat i fix-
xhurli  ejjin se
Jsir
manutensjoni
tal-kampnar
minn  ewwau
tiswija ta’ erba’
arlo ital-
kampnar.




Jiem Vokazzjonali

Id-Dati huma dawn:

5u 6 ta’ Mejju

12 u 13 ta’ Mejju

19 u 20 ta’ Mejju =

unju ::
unju ::

2u3ta
9u 10 ta’

Knisja Sta. Marija ta’
Knisja Sta. Marija ta’ [-An
Knisja San Fran

esu,, Valletta
li,Ba ari - ag aq

isk, amrun

Knisja ta’ Liesse, Valletta

Kappella

esu

abib, Sliema

Archbishop meets asylum seekers

at Peace Lab

Archbishop Paul Cremona
on Sunday, 15th April,
visited the Peace Lab, in
Hal Far, where he met
asylum seekers at the
residential part of the
complex.

He was welcomed and
shown round by Peace Lab
director Fr Dionysius Min-
toff and other council
members.

In a short welcome ad-
dress, a young Ethiopian
recalled how the family
from Nazareth became mi-
grants soon after the birth
of Jesus and, as refugees,
they fled their homeland

to escape Herod's persecu-
tion. Solomin Yasmin said
that in the drama of that
Nazareth family, one
catches a glimpse of the
painful conditions mi-
grants and, especially,
refugees, exiles, displaced

persons and the
persecuted go
through.

One of the resi-
dents at the
complex, Ethio-
pian Joseph
Harani, 23, on
behalf of resi-
dents from Eri-
trea, Ethiopia,
Sudan, Somalia,
Ghana and Ni-
ger, presented
to Mgr Cremona
a water colour
painting he
drew showing,
from an Afri-
can's point of
view, the mis-
sion and
preaching of the
Archbishop, in-
cluding his
motto Pave

The Way For
The Lord.

The watercolour painting showing Archbishop Paul
Cremona in his mission, as seen by an African artist
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Franciscan Studies Corner

The Franciscan Studies Corner features papers written
by Fr. Noel Muscat OFM, guest lecturer at the
Franciscan International Study Centre in Canterbury.
The papers concern themes linked to Saint Francis and
his movement, in the fields of Franciscan theology,
spirituality, history and culture. They can be freely
downloaded from this site. The papers can be useful for
the formation of Franciscan religious men and women,
as well as for Secular Franciscans and for all those
who are interested in Saint Francis and his message.
Any reproduction of the papers is kindly to include a
reference to the author and web-site ~ www.ofm.org.mt

The author can be contacted at the following e-mail address:
Fr. Noel Muscat OFM Email: muscatnoel@yahoo.co.uk
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John Duns Scotus And His Defence Of The Immaculate Conception
The Birth Of Saint Francis Of Assisi

75 Sena tas-Sorijiet Fran iskani tal-Qalb Bla Tebg a ta’ Marija 'Malta
Quddiesa ta’ radd il- ajr lil Alla, i elebrata minn Mons. Ar isqof
Pawlu Cremona, O.P., is-Sibt, 12 ta’ Mejju 2007, fis-6.30 pm
fil-Knisja San Fran isk - amrun
ikompli minn pa na 14
B ala Provin ja huma 46 patri, minn amsin sena l-isfel. Huma mag rufin
b ala Bernardini min abba i jafu il-bidu tag hom mill-Bernardini tal-Polonja.
Huma wkoll i  ossu in-nuqqgas ta' vokazzjonijiet g ax g alkemm 90% tal-
popolazzjoni huma kattoli i, mistax fil-mija biss huma prattikanti.
F'dak lig andu xjagsam mal-formazzjoni, il-formazzjoni ting ata barra
mill-Litwanja, eneralment fl-Italja u fl-Ingilterra. gur g alina Ikoll kienet
esperjenza ta' ammirazzjoni u kura , lig alkemm tilfu kollox, ged jag amlu minn

kollox biex il-pre  enza fran iskana ter atin assfil- ajja tal-Litwaniji.




FRATERNITAS

Eng Vol. XXXX. Nr. 131 - OFM Rome - Email: rbahcic@ofm.org 01. 05. 2007

Taking up the Gospel as our Life and Rule

Brothers, let us, like Francis, continue to ask: “Lasthat do you want me to do?” (3Comp 6). Let
us, like Francis and his companions, continue to ask how mvemoat sincerely observe the Rule we
promised, how we can best live a holy life before the Mtigh (cf. 1Cel 34). Let us reflect on
ourselves, as the younger son of the parable did, let us gtihetoave”, like the young Francis did
(cf. 3Comp 6). Let us allow the Lord to enter into ourtdivispace” (cf. LSR 44). Let us, like the
Samaritan woman did, offer Him what we are, withouidits (cf. LSR 17). It will be the Lord, who
will show His face (cf. LSR 8) to us, “mendicants of meg” (LSR 7), and we will then have a
better understanding of our vocation and mission (cf. LSRLUE)us turn to the centrality of the
experience of God as the way for the authentic transtamaf our life and mission (cf. LSR 38)
and the Lord will satisfy our thirst for ever (cf. LIR). Our eyes, then, will be opened and we will
return to our brothers and we also will have the beawKkpkrience of sharing. In communion with
the Lord and our brothers, we will eat the fruits of the gsen(cf. Jn 5,12), we will hold a feast and
bless the Lord for ever (Sal 33,2) by announcing to all the geedkendness and beauty of Him
who receives sinners and eats with them. Finally, oaversion will bring a smile to God, who
comes to meet us in order to embrace us and celebradeiseere were lost and have been found.
(Homily at the conclusion of the Chapter of Mats of thei$&s dependent on the Minster General)

Spain - El Palancar: A great history to tell, a future tobe lived

The convent of the Immaculate Conception, El Palancar,hwiétongs to the Betica Province of
Friars Minor (Spain), was founded by St. Peter of Alaemnin 1557, at Pedroso de Acim (Céaceres —
Spain), and, therefore, is now celebrating the™B@niversary of its foundation. The “little
convent”, a minuscule building of 72 square metres, is the plheee the Saint from Alcantara
began the Reform of the Discalced Franciscans.

By means of some changes carried out in the XVII and X&#Hhturies, it was incorporated into a
bigger and more comfortable convent, though with the aystfrithe Discalced, with a baroque
design and impressive architectural simplicity, built in 1704.

A community of five Friars lives there now. It is the ratr@ouse of the Province and a place of
pilgrimage. The local fraternity of El Palancar servesRarish of Saint Marina in Pedroso de Acim.
Tourists are evermore numerous and the pastoral lifieeofdnvent, besides its simple presence and
prayer, seeks to receive the numerous faithful, who dmmesit the small building in order to
participate in the liturgical celebrations and pastoradtings, with franciscan hospitality.

On the 8 April last, Easter Monday, the Betica Province celdardhe “Provincial Day”, to which
the Friars were convoked. There were a conference on tbeyhid the convent and a projection of
images about the more famous events and reforms carri¢ioeoet

May the history we have to tell force us into looking he future with an ever faithful and
courageous creativity!

The General Procuration

The Procurator, Br. Francesco Bravi, and the Segrefathe Procuration, Br. Valentino Menegatti,
gave the annual report of the Procuration Office to the @eBefinitory on the 18 of March last,
as happens every year during the March tempo forte.

The Procuration is the office of the General Curia cléhngéh dealing and concluding, in the name
of the Minister General, all matters of the Order thate to be carried out with the Holy See,




excluding the causes of beatification and canonisation, whadaip to the Postulation Office (cf.
GGSS 150 8§82). The Procuration attends to the relationshipedre the Minister General and the
Holy See, to dealings between the Ministers Proviramal the Minister General as well as studying
and presenting the various petitions for exclaustrationdispensation from vows and from
ecclesiastical celibacy, for secularisation or passa@eother institute, to the Congregations for the
Clergy or for the Consecrated Life. It also attendsh® process of obtaining authorisation for the
acceptance into the Order of Friars of the Oriental; R approval of liturgical calendars and new
liturgical texts by the Congregation for Divine Cult. It wegts the necessary authorisation and the
nulla ostafor the sale and purchase of properties. It arrarg@dgties for the penitentiaries at the
Basilicas of St. Peter and St. John Latern from that&wezieria Apostolica. It takes care of the
recourse against decrees at the Supreme Tribunal ofighat®a Apostolica. It approaches the
Secretariat of State for travel permission and vieasghie various members of the General Curia and
presents cases of investigation into matters of doctneofgraviora delictato the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith.

Like every office of the Curia, the Procuration also igh&t service of one of the aspects which
characterise the charism of the Order, that of alvexygessing 6bedience and reverence to our
Lord Pope Honorius and his successors canonically elé¢Rda 1,2) and of guaranteeing the Friars
the right and duty of havingecourse to their Ministeraghen they become awarerajt being able to
observe the Rule spiritual(gf. Rb 10).

The Procurator pointed out to the Definitory that, fritva study of the different cases presented to
the Congregations, there clearly emerges the need to supgateompany the Ministers Provincial
and Custodes in facing up to the different situations of pewpMdifficulty. On the one hand, a
capacity to accept and to have real dialogue in ordérutp accompany the Friars in difficulty is
required and, on the other hand, the need for a real tamd@overnment which knows how to
make decisions at the opportune time and to apply all the piesibpermitted by legislation
correctly emerges evermore clearly. The help of compgteaple and facing up to things in the
Definitory can support the Ministers and Custodes in tHisate duty.

The work of consultation in favour of the Ministers, Cds® and Provincial Secretaries and the
direct contact with the new Ministers Provincial and \isits General during the meetings arranged
for them each year in the Curia have been shown to be vdu). use help and support the work of
the Secretaries and Ministers and Custodes in preseamaingctly and diligently the documentation
required for each case presented, the Procuration isripgepa new edition of thévlanual of
Procedures for Provincial Secretaries in the conduct or transaction sihéss with the General
Procuration of the Order of Friars MingiRome 2000, in six languages).

Ongoing Formation Course in Ecumenical and Inter-religous Dialogue,
Istanbul

The Commission of the Service for Dialogue, in collaboratwith the General Secretariat for
Evangelisation, is offering an Ongoing Formation Course imnt&nical and Inter-religious
Dialogue, inltalian and Spanish in Istanbul, to the Friars Minor and others of thenEigcan
Family who are interested. The course will be held ftben17" to 28" October 2007. The topics are:
Formation to dialogue in the franciscan charisand Ecumenical, Islamic-Christian and Jewish-
Christian Dialogue Among the activities of the course there will be a tli@gvisit to the places of
the “Churches of the Apocalypse”. The course costs € 60h@ested Friars should send their
booking application to Br. Rubén Tierrablanca, ofm, responsifle the course, at
rtierrablanca@ofm.orgr by fax at +90-212-2432791, before thd 3dine 2007. The first 20 Friars
inscribed will be confirmed and will receive the detajedgramme of the course. Book early!!!

Up-dating and Ongoing Formation Course in Turkey

This was an experience which left a profound mark bthal participants and was an exceptional
impulse in the process of conversion, which is at the loéaavery proposal of ongoing formation.




The meeting with Bartholomew Il, Patriarch of the €®rthodox of Istanbul, and with the Sisters
of Tarsus and Iconium placed us before a Christianityiyaféferent to what we are used to. Our
pastoral experience, composed of continuous initiatives moften suffocating activism, showed all
its frailty in the face of the testimony of two Sisteriso never tire of denouncing their being nothing
in a society which puts faiths, especially Christianitiyder strong pressure and into the risk of being
accused of proselytism. But they are tenaciously detedninekeep their indispensable and
necessary presence there rather than elsewhere. Todbgoq that came to the lips of everyone
“But what can you do here?”, there was an amazing anslivere leave, Jesus also leaves”. At the
heart of the pilgrimage we found Jesus present in thd sabalnacle of their little house, facing the
monument to St. Paul, and in their life, totally and esislely given over to Him. The Patriarch also
highlighted the decisive importance of a mission made upnpiie presence, in anticipation of those
conditions already foreseen by Francis in the non-approved Ralannounce the Word of God,
when they see it pleases the Lord”. To do so openly ikejuioday, where there is freedom of cult
but not of religion, is not possible yet. But the hope of nammsecrated people to spend their lives
for the Lord in what is still considered the Holy Landleé Church is enough.

Br. Pietro Carfagna, ofm

Minister Provincial

Vietnam — Elective National Chapter of the SFO

The Elective Chapter of the SFO National Fraternityietnam was celebrated in the convent of the
Friars Minor in Saigon, from the 9o the 22° March 2007. Lucy Almirafies, Councillor to the
Presidency, and Br. Ilvan MatiOFM, Assistant General to the SFO, presided over thetied
Chapter in the name of the Presidency of the CIOFS.

Br. Phi Khanh Vuong Dinh Khoi OFM, Minister Provincial ¥fetnam, who greeted the Chapter
Members, was also present at the opening of the Chdpteltene Thanh Minh OFM, National
Assistant to the SFO, and Br. Paul Que Vu Xuan OFM,oNaliAssistant to the You.Fra, and other
regional Assistants also participated in the Chapter.

The SFO National Fraternity of Vietnam is divided idtb Regions with about 120 local Fraternities
which are canonically erected and another 47 in the proclesee @re about 5,200 members between
those professed (3,200) and those in formation. Therdsds aa strong, well organised National
Fraternity of You.Fra, which has about 4,000 members. Twasea reflection on the importance of
formation for the Secular Franciscans in order to undetdtiaeir identity, sense of belonging and
responsibilities better during the Chapter. Another topie tvat of the relationship between the SFO
and the You.Fra.

The election of the new National Council was held in thening of the 2% March. Francis Xavier
Nguyen Duy Hung was re-elected as National Minister Mdadia Nguyen Thyet as International
Councillor for Vietnam.

Malaysia - Il Congress of the SFQYou.Fra of Asia and Oceania

The Second Congress of the SFO and You.Fra of Asia aedria was held at the “Stella Maris”
Retreat House of the Capuchin Friars in Penang, Malafysia the 24 to the 3% March 2007.
About 70 people were present, including various National &wsfjional Assistants, and
representatives of the SFO and You.Fra from 17 counEmsarnacion del Pozo, Minister General
of the SFO, Rosalvo Mota, Vice-Minister General, Ludyi#afies, Councillor to the Presidency,
Xavi Ramos, Councillor to the Presidency for You.Frd #re fours Assistants General, Fr. Michael
Higgins, TOR, Br. lIrudaya Samy, OFMCap, Br. Martint&if OFMConv and Br. lvan Mati OFM,
were present in the name of the Presidency of the CIOFS.

The Congress was prepared with great commitment by &aMwon SFO, coordinator of the
Congress, with the help of the Regional Fraternity, tlall&raternity of the SFO in Penang, Br.
Paul Cheong OFMCap and his community. (Photo)

A Friars speaks to the Senate of the Italian Republic




Br. Daniele Sulmasy, OFM, of the Holy Name Provinc&fl), doctor and professor of Bioethics at
the New York Medical College, was one of three foreigreespcalled to present the topic of ‘living
wills’ or ‘anticipated directives’, to the Senate bktltalian Republic on the #March. Italy does
not have legislation which recognises such documents as assiqor of the will of the subject or as
an ongoing power of attorney regarding medical care. Brielzaghowed how these documents do
not constitute an innovation, but follow the lines of traditianarality regarding the renunciation of
extraordinary means of treatment and gave the exampieooflinical cases in order to show how
such documents can help patients, family members and slantonaking a just choice about the
death of patients. (Vid¢o

Testimony of Br. Marco Dino Brogi, Bishop

I was born into the Italian community of Alexandria, Egypil932. | left the community, totally
disbanded today, in 1956 to enter the House of Formation of iggd “in auxilium Coptorum” of
the Tuscany Franciscans, which has since become the &giavtvince of the Holy Family.

| took the habit on the 37August 1956, made my'Profession on the #8August 1957 and Solemn
Profession on the 35April 1962. | was ordained a priest on tH&May 1963 and Bishop on th&' 6
January 1998.

| am the Titular Archbishop of Cittd Ducale, Apostolic NianocConsultant to the Section of the
Secretary of State for Relations with States, aradggd, by the Tuscany Province, with the causes
for beatification and canonisation.

| served in the Congregation for Oriental Churches (1973-19%&ren contributed actively to the
revision of the Codex of Oriental Canon Law (1974-1990), and &lzm 1983, with the title of
Consultant, on the Commission of the same name whatdcted the Codex of the Canons of the
Oriental Churches.

| taught at the Egyptian House of Formation in Cairo (18873), in the Egyptian Inter-ritual
Seminary (1970-1973), and later in Rome at the Faculty of Clazarof the Pontifical Athenaeum
(now University) Antonianum (1974-1997) and at the Pontificae@al Institute (1983-1997), as
well as at the Roman Academic Centre of Holy Crossciwis the Roman section of the Faculty of
Canon Law of the University of Navarro (1988-1991).

During this time | published various studies on Oriental Cédraan

I was later appointed Apostolic Nuncio to the Sudan and tapo®elegate to Somalia (1998-2002),
and later Apostolic Nuncio to Egypt and Delegate ofHloéy See to the League of Arab countries
(2002-2006).

These numerous duties gave me a chance to meet estatssand lay people, Catholic and non-
Catholic, and even non-Christians, of every grade, culkewal and social status. | tried to transmit,
in these circumstances, the Christian and franciscarsagesof brotherhood, reconciliation and
peace to everyone | spoke to.

| am now a guest at the House of Formation of the TusEaagciscan Province in Fiesole (the
Province of Florence), where | lead a regular life, pyt brief pastoral, social and academic
experience to good use and offer myself for various celebsatand other religious services,
especially in my fraternity, in the Diocese of Fiesmhel in the Archdiocese of Florence.

The OFM Fraternity in numbers

We dug out some data regarding the Fraternity of Fimsr. There were 15,256 Friars Minors on
the 3£' December 2006 (340 less than in 2005). Some details: Theés&®Rostulants (not counted
in total number), 435 Novices; 1,632 Temporary Profesd8dl89 Solemnly Professed (10,314
priests; 70 perm. deacons; 478 with clerical option; 2,219. l1@yr Friar Cardinals (7) and
Archbishops/Bishops (101) come to 108. 300 Friars died during the yea

The Friars Minor, present in 107 countries, are disteitbuh the following geographic areas: 1,076
(+8) in Africa and Middle East; 3,726 (-104) in Latin Ancer, 1,632 (-46) in North America; 1,272
(+11) in Asia-Oceania; 5,046 (-163) in Western Europe; and Z;806%in Eastern Europe.




The Universal Fraternity is organised into 104 Provincesutromous Custodies, 12 Dependent
Custodies, 1 Federation, 20 Foundations, 14 Conferences dftdMiProvincial and 3 Unions of

Conferences (Asia/Oceania: FCAO; Latin America: UCLEErope: UFME).

The language of numbers has also to be listened to im wrdenderstand what our Order is going
through, especially to promote, with audacity, the calwfrcollaboration and to seek, with lucidity,

the courses of action which will permit us to define owr dihd mission in depth.

Big/small news

* Rome — The International Franciscan Fraternity “Ven. Br. Gabriele M. Allegra OFM

The International Franciscan Fraternity “Ven. Br.bGele M. Allegra OFM” is made up of 110
Friars (a team of 3 who are in charge and 107 students) pluss?-students. The Friars belong to 45
Entities of the Order spread throughout 34 countries; 28sHriam Africa, 29 from America, 9
from Asia, 40 from Europe and 1 from Oceania.

27 are studying for a doctorate, 71 for a license and 14 fomsters or other degree. The biggest
group, 51 Friars, study in the Franciscan Pontifical Usityee Antonianum (20 Franciscan
Spirituality, 8 Canon Law, 9 Philosophy, 5 Dogmatic Theologildlical Studies, 6 Masters in
Formation and 2 Medieval Studies).

* New Custody. Br. José Rodriguez Carballo, ofm, Minister Generahoaically erected the new
“Autonomous Custody of St. Anthony of Padua in the Phitipines’ on the 28 March 2007. The
new Custody lies in the south of the Philippines, while théhemoProvince of St. Peter Baptist
occupies the north of the country. 62 solemnly professeat=make up the new Autonomous
Custody at the moment.

* Jtalian language course An ltalian language and culture course, coordinated byGhneral
Secretariat for Formation and Studies of the Order aganesed by the International Fraternity “Br.
Gabriele M. Allegra”, is being offered at the Pontifitiiversity Antonianumof Rome. The course
will be held in the PUA from the®to the 28' September 2007, Monday to Friday, for a total of 80
hours. The teachers are native Italian speakers antifcatr of attendance will be awarded.
Guided visits to Rome and participation in a general audienitethe Pope are scheduled. The
course costs 450,00 euro, books and materials included.

For further information, contact the General Secretdrthe PUA Gntonianumsegr@ofm.grdel.
0670373502; fax 0670373604) or the Fraternity “Br. Gabriele M. Allefisdtorefga@yahoo;itel.
0670373686; fax 0670373614).

* Br. Philippe Schillings a member of the General Curia and belonging to the Fialgian
Province of the Three Companions, was appointed Extraoydifetican Minor Penitentiary for the
Basilica of St. Peter.

* Returned to his Province: Br. Peter Michael, of the Custody of St. Anthony in Singapbaving
completed his service in the General Curia, has returnads tBntity. Br. Peter served generously
and intelligently in the area of computers and also msemthusiastic gardener. He will be
remembered for a long time!

New Franciscan Bishop

Vatican City, 11" April 2007 - Benedict XVI appointeBr. Santiago
Agrelo Martinez OFM, of the Province of Santiago de Compostg
(Spain), as Archbishop of Tangiers (area: 28,000; population:
4,200,000; Catholics: 2,000; priests: 9; religious: 89), Morocco. Tlhe
Bishop elect, up to now a Professor at the Theologicatutesbf
Compostela and a Pastor in rural parishes, was b&pam in 1942.
He made solemn profession in the Order of Friars Minor in 4963
was ordained priest in 1966.

a,




New Minister Provincial

Br. Jodo Muniz Alvez Province of the B.V.M. in Brazil.

New Visitators General

Br. Austin McCormack, English Province of the Immaculate Conception, Visitaddhe Province
of St. Paul in Malta and to the Foundation in Libya;

Br. Peter Zan, Slovak Province of the Holy Saviour, Visitator to t8e Francis Foundation in
Russia and Kazakhstan;

Br. Gerard Moore, Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Central Ameri¢aitator to the
Mexican Province of the Holy Gospel;

Br. Damiano di Stefang Province of St. Bernardine, Abruzzo (Italy), Visitatorthe Assumption of
the B.V.M. Province, Lecce (ltaly);

Br. Marcio Luis Costa, Custody of the Seven Joys in Brazil, Visitator to $aata Fe Province in
Colombia;

Br. Frank Jasper, Province of St. John the Baptist, U.S.A, Visitatothie Sacred Heart Province, in
the U.S.A.

Agenda of the Minister General

1% to 11" May: Tempo forte of the General Definitory.

7" to 9" May: Meeting with the Presidents of the Conferences of tiaeiO

11" to 3T May: Participation in the V Conference of the Latin-Amenid@ishops (CELAM),
(Aparecida — Brazil) and in the celebration of the Cananisatf Br. Antonio de Sant’/Anna Galvéo.

The year 2007:Let us dare to live the Gospel!

During this year of 2007 we are living the stage which will brisgo the celebration of “the grace
of our origins”. It is a time of decision and projectidime franciscan icon to guide us is that of the
experience of Francis in the Porziuncola (cf. 1Cel 22).

Confronted by the word of Jesus which sent out the disciplesicis discovered his evangelising
and missionary vocation, he felt that he also was “daptlesus, he felt that to be a true disciple he
had also to be a witness, a missionary.

Radiant with joy for having discovered what he has Bbdgr years, Francis exclaimed: “This is
what | want, this is what | seek, this is what $ide with all my heart!”. Francis changed his clothing
and style of life without delay. He was “converted” to tb&ll-sending” of the Lord and set out.

The encounter of Francis with Jesus-Word in the Boczila represents the decisive stage of his
conversion and the beginning of the franciscan mission.

The experience of Francis is the source of verificatrmhiaspiration for our missionary awareness.
We also are called, during this year, to renew the migsjoimpulse, to respond promptly to the
Lord who sends us to so many people who still do not knovwaee rejected, Christ, to renew our
personal and fraternal life in accordance with the Gosgath we professed, and with the mission
we received, and to make a new decision.

Let us also, like Francis, dare to live the Gospel tanget out anew on the evangelising mission,
remembering that “the mission is the measure of our’f@ltthn Paul 11).
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