PROVIN JA FRAN ISKANA TA’ SAN PAWL APPOSTLU, MALTA. No. 126 01. 07.2007

lI-Papa Bendittu XVI f'Assisi

Noel Muscat, OFM mag ul b ala Diskriet
tal-Kustodja ta’ I-Art Imgaddsa

Nhar is-Sibt, 9 ta’ unju
2007, id-delegati li adu
sehem fil-kapitlu tal-Kustodja
ta’ I-Art Imgaddsa, g a lu sitt
patrijiet, fosthom lil Fra Noel
Muscat, OFM, biex jg inu lil
Kustodju fit-tmexxija ta’ |-

a wafran iskanili hemm

flsrael, il-Palestina, il- ordan,
is-Sirja,  ipru, Rodi, il-Libanu
ul-E ittu.

Attwalment Fra Noel
huwa responsabbli wkoll min-
novizzi, kif ukoll mill-
formazzjoni permanenti tal-
patrijiet kollha tal-Kustodja.

Ara wkoll pa na 33

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com


http://www.docudesk.com

Assisi Trip Marks 800th Anniversary of Saint's Conversion

Francis' Secret Was Love
for Christ, Says Pope

ASSISI, Italy, JUNE 17, 2007. Pope Benedict XVI vis ited the main sites connected to

the lives of Sts. Francis and Clare in his one-day trip to Assisi. The Pope says the key
to understanding the life of Francis lies in the sa int's love for Christ.

The Holy Father arrived by helicopter to Assisi to day in a journey that marked
the 800th anniversary of St. Francis' conversion. H e celebrated Mass in the piazza in
front of the Lower Church of the Basilica of St. Fr ancis.

"What is St. Francis' life, once he converted, but a great act of love?" the Pontiff
asked during the homily.

He continued: "This conversion to Christ, to the p oint of wanting to be
‘transformed' into him, converting himself into a ¢ omplete image, explains his unique
life, a uniqueness that makes him still relevant to the great issues of our day."

Among these issues, the Pope highlighted "the sear ch for peace, the preservation
of the environment and the promotion of dialogue am ong people." He said: "Francis is
a true teacher in these matters.

"But he is so with Christ as his starting point. C hrist is in fact 'our peace.' Christ
is the origin of the cosmos, since in him, all thin gs have been made."

A pilgrimage

Benedict XVI's pilgrimage began early this morning . He first visited Rivotorto,
where in Francis' time "lepers were confined, whom the saint approached with such
mercy, thus beginning his life as a penitent,” the Holy Father recalled.

"To serve the lepers to the point of kissing them was not a mere philanthropic
gesture, a 'social conversion' so to speak, but an authentic religious experience
brought about by grace and love of God," he added.

The Bishop of Rome later visited the sanctuary tha t houses the "humble dwell-
ing" of Francis and his early followers, in the chu rch of San Damiano.

He then visited the Basilica of St. Clare and, in the Poor Clares' chapel, adored
the Blessed Sacrament and venerated the crucifix fr om which Francis heard the direc-
tive that would change his life: "Go, Francis, rebu ild my church."

"It was a mission that began with the full convers ion of his heart, later to become
Gospel leaven handed abundantly to the Church and s ociety at large," recalled the
Pope.

Peace appeal

After celebrating Mass, the Holy Father dedicated h is Angelus address to an ap-
peal for peace, particularly in the Middle East. He then visited the tomb of St. Francis.

Benedict XVI ate lunch with the Franciscan friars of the Sacred Convent. He also
greeted the German-born Capuchin Poor Clare Nuns.

The Pope later met with the participants of the Ge neral Chapter of the Order of
Friars Minor Conventual, currently in session.

After his meeting in the cathedral with priests, d eacons, religious brothers and
sisters, and seminarians, the Holy Father visited t he Porziuncola, the chapel restored
by St. Francis after discovering the vocation that would later lead him to the founding
of the Franciscan Order.

In the plaza adjacent to the basilica, Benedict XV | concluded his visit to Assisi
with an evening youth gathering aimed "to allow the young Francis, converted to

Christ, to speak to their hearts."
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Piazza di S. Maria degli Angel

Papa Benedetto XVI -
saluto al giovani

Benedict XVI to Youth: Open the Doors to Christ

ASSISI, Italy, JUNE 18, 2007.  Benedict XVI told young people in Assisi that they are his joy,
just as they were for Pope John Paul Il. The final event of the day was a meeting with young
people. Some 10,000 youth, who had been gathered si nce dawn in the square outside the
Basilica of St. Mary of the Angels, were on hand fo r the address. The Holy Father extended
the meeting for a half-hour longer than planned. Th e youth were invited to address questions

to the Holy Father. One young man, Marco Giuliani, said: "We have thousands of questions,
but it is hard to find convincing answers. We are t empted to think that the truth doesn't exist,
that each person has his own truth. "Naturally we | ike to be happy, but we, too, feel, like the
Pope, that merely having fun will not make us happy . Help us, Holy Father, to understand,
and to make St. Francis' experience our own." Ayou  ng woman, llaria Perticoni, said: "Holy
Father, Francis fascinates us but it is not easy to follow him, imitate him." Benedict XVI re-

sponded: "St. Francis speaks to everyone, but 1 kno  w he has a special attraction for you
young people. Your great presence here confirms tha t, as do the questions you asked me.
"His conversion happened during the most vital time of his life, of his experiences, of his
dreams. He lived 25 years without coming to terms w ith the meaning of life. A few months
before he died he would recall that time in his lif e as the time that he was 'in sin." The Pope
offered Francis and Clare as models for facing the numerous problems that often afflict the
life of young people. "Many youths fall victim to d rug use in search of an artificial happiness,
or become prey of a culture that exalts egoism," th e Holy Father said. "This was also the
drama of Francis' life before his conversion." "Yo ur life's compass," said the Pope, taking a
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from his prepared remarks, "must be the truth, beca use without truth the foundation for
peace is lost." He continued: "Francis' commitment  to peace is also to be seen as a form of
prayer. This aspect of his life is of great contemp  orary importance in a world that has so
much need of peace yet does not manage to achieve i t. "Francis was a man of peace and an
architect of peace. He showed as much in the mildne  ss with which he approached men of

other faiths, yet without silencing his own faith i n the presence of men of other faiths, as we
see in his meeting with the sultan." Benedict XVI t hen invited the young people to join him in
Loreto in early September for his meeting with Ital ian youth. "Open the doors to Christ. Open
them as Francis did, without fear, without calculat ions, without measure," the Pope exhorted

the young people. He affectionately concluded, "You are, dear young people, my joy, as you
were for John Paul II."

Carissimi giovani,
grazie per la vostra accoglienza, cosi calorosa, s  ento in voi la fede, sento la gioia

di essere cristiani cattolici. Grazie per le parole affettuose e per le importanti domande
che i vostri due rappresentanti mi hanno rivolto. S pero di dire qualcosa nel corso di
guesto incontro su queste domande che sono domande della vita; quindi, non posso
dare adesso una risposta esauriente, ma cerco di di re qualcosa, ma soprattutto, saluto
tutti voi, giovani di questa Diocesi di Assisi-Noce ra Umbra-Gualdo Tadino, con il vostro
Vescovo, Mons. Domenico Sorrentino. Saluto voi, gio vani, di tutte le diocesi dell’'Um-
bria, qui convenuti con i vostri Pastori. Saluto na turalmente anche voi, giovani venulti
da altre regioni d’ltalia, accompagnati dai vostri animatori francescani. Un cordiale sa-
luto rivolgo al Cardinale Attilio Nicora, mio Legat o per le Basiliche papali di Assisi, e ai

Ministri Generali dei vari Ordini francescani.
Ci accoglie qui, con Francesco, il cuore della Mad re, la "Vergine fatta Chiesa",

come egli ama invocarla (cfr Saluto alla Beata Verg ine Maria, 1: FF 259). Francesco
aveva per la chiesetta della Porziuncola, custodita in questa Basilica di Santa Maria
degli Angeli, un affetto speciale. Essa fu tra le ¢ hiese che egli si diede a riparare nei
primi anni della sua conversione e dove ascoltdo e m edito il Vangelo della missione (cfr

1 Cel 1,9,22: FF 356). Dopo i primi passi di Rivoto rto, fu qui che egli pose il "quartier
generale" dell’Ordine, dove i frati potessero racco gliersi quasi come nel grembo ma-

terno, per rigenerarsi e ripartire pieni di slancio apostolico. Qui ottenne per tutti una
sorgente di misericordia nell'esperienza del "grand e perdono", del quale tutti abbiamo
sempre bisogno. Qui infine visse il suo incontro co n "sorella morte".

Cari giovani, voi sapete che il motivo che mi ha p ortato ad Assisi e stato il de-
siderio di rivivere il cammino interiore di Frances co, in occasione dell'VIIlI centenario
della sua conversione. Questo momento del mio pelle grinaggio ha un significato parti-
colare. L’ho pensato questo momento come culmine de lla mia giornata. San Francesco
parla a tutti, ma so che ha proprio per voi giovani un’attrazione speciale. Me lo con-
ferma la vostra presenza cosi numerosa, come anche gli interrogativi che mi avete
posto. La sua conversione avvenne quando era nel pi eno della sua vitalita, delle sue
esperienze, dei suoi sogni. Aveva trascorso ventici nque anni senza venire a capo del
senso della vita. Pochi mesi prima di morire, ricor dera quel periodo come il tempo in

cui "era nei peccati" (cfr. 2 Test 1. FF 110).
A che cosa pensava, Francesco, parlando di peccati ? Stando alle biografie, cias-

cuna delle quali ha un suo taglio, non é facile det erminarlo. Un efficace ritratto del suo
modo di vivere si trova nella Leggenda dei tre comp agni, dove si legge: "Francesco era
tanto piu allegro e generoso, dedito ai giochi e ai canti, girovagava per la citta di Assisi
giorno e notte con amici del suo stampo, tanto gene roso nello spendere da dissipare in
pranzi e altre cose tutto quello che poteva avere o guadagnare" (3 Comp 1,2: FF 1396).
Di quanti ragazzi anche ai nostri giorni non si pot rebbe dire qualcosa di simile? Oggi
poi c’é la possibilita di andare a divertirsi ben o Itre la propria citta. Le iniziative di
svago durante i week-end raccolgono tanti giovani. Si puo "girovagare" anche virtual-
mente "navigando" in internet, cercando informazion i 0 contatti di ogni tipo. Purtroppo
non mancano — ed anzi sono tanti, troppi! — i giovani che cercano paesaggi mentali
tanto fatui quanto distruttivi nei paradisi artific iali della droga. Come negare che sono
molti i ragazzi, e non ragazzi, tentati di seguire da vicino la vita del giovane Francesco,
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prima della sua conversione? Sotto quel modo di viv ere c’era il desiderio di felicita che
abita ogni cuore umano. Ma poteva quella vita dare la gioia vera? Francesco certo non
la trovo. Voi stessi, cari giovani, potete fare que sta verifica a partire dalla vostra esperi-
enza. La verita e che le cose finite possono dare b arlumi di gioia, ma solo I'Infinito puo

riempire il cuore. Lo ha detto un altro grande conv ertito, Sant’Agostino: "Ci hai fatti
per te, o Signore, e il nostro cuore € inquieto fin ché nonriposa in te" (Confess. 1,1).
Sempre lo stesso testo biografico ci riferisce che Francesco era piuttosto vanitoso. Gli
piaceva farsi confezionare abiti sontuosi e andava alla ricerca dell'originalita (cfr 3
Comp 1, 2: FF 1396). Nella vanita, nella ricerca de I'originalita, c'e qualcosa da cui
tutti siamo in qualche modo toccati. Oggi si suol p arlare di "cura dellimmagine", o di
"ricerca dell'immagine”. Per poter avere un minimo di successo, abbiamo bisogno di
accreditarci agli occhi altrui con qualcosa di ined ito, di originale. In certa misura,
guesto puo esprimere un innocente desiderio di esse re ben accolti. Ma spesso vi si in-
sinua I'orgoglio, la ricerca smodata di noi stessi, I'egoismo e la voglia di sopraffazione.
In realta, centrare la vita su se stessi € una trap pola mortale: noi possiamo essere noi
stessi solo se ci apriamo nell'amore, amando Dio e i nostri fratelli.

Un aspetto che impressionava i contemporanei di Fr ancesco era anche la sua
ambizione, la sua sete di gloria e di avventura. Fu guesto a portarlo sul campo di
battaglia, facendolo finire prigioniero per un anno a Perugia. La stessa sete di gloria,
una volta libero, lo avrebbe portato nelle Puglie, in una nuova spedizione militare, ma
proprio in questa circostanza, a Spoleto, il Signor e si fece presente al suo cuore, lo in-
dusse a tornare sui suoi passi, e a mettersi seriam ente in ascolto della sua Parola. E
interessante annotare come il Signore abbia preso F rancesco per il suo verso, quello
della voglia di affermarsi, per additargli la strad a di un’ambizione santa, proiettata
sull'infinito: "Chi pu0 esserti piu utile: il padro ne o il servo?" (3 Comp 2,6: FF 1401), fu
la domanda che egli senti risuonare nel suo cuore. E come dire: perché accontentarti
di stare alle dipendenze degli uomini, quando c’é u n Dio pronto ad accoglierti nella sua
casa, al suo servizio regale?

Cari giovani, mi avete ricordato alcuni problemi d ella condizione giovanile, della
vostra difficolta a costruirvi un futuro, e sopratt utto della fatica a discernere la verita.
Nel racconto della passione di Cristo troviamo la d omanda di Pilato: "Che cos’e la
verita?" (Gv 18,38). E’ la domanda di uno scettico che dice: "Ma tu dici di essere la
verita, ma che cosa e verita?" E cosi essendo irric onoscibile la verita, Pilato lascia in-
tendere: facciamo secondo quanto € piu pratico, ha piu successo, e non cercando la
verita. Condanna poi Gesu a morte, perché segue |l pragmatismo, il successo, la sua
propria fortuna. Anche oggi, tanti dicono: "ma che cosa € la verita? Possiamo trovarne
frammenti, ma la verita come potremmo trovarla?" E’ realmente arduo credere che
guesta sia la verita: Gesu Cristo, la Vera Vita, la bussola della nostra vita. E tuttavia,
se cominciamo, come € una grande tentazione, a vive re solo secondo le possibilita del
momento, senza verita, veramente perdiamo il criter io e perdiamo anche il fondamento
della pace comune che puo essere solo la verita. E guesta verita € Cristo. La verita di
Cristo si € verificata nella vita dei santi di tutt i i secoli. | santi sono la grande traccia di
luce nella storia che attesta: questa € la vita, qu esto e il cammino, questa € la verita.
Percio, abbiamo il coraggio di dire si a Gesu Crist 0: "La sua verita e verificata nella vita
di tanti santi. Ti seguiamo!" Cari giovani, venendo dalla Basilica del Sacro Convento,
qui, ho pensato che parlare quasi un’ora da solo, f orse non € bene. Percio, penso
sarebbe adesso il momento per una pausa, per un can to. So che avete fatto tanti canti,
forse posso sentire un canto vostro in questo momen to. Allora, abbiamo sentito
ripetere nel canto che san Francesco ha sentito la voce. Ha sentito nel suo cuore la
voce di Cristo, e che cosa succede? Succede che cap isce che deve mettersi al servizio
dei fratelli, soprattutto dei piu sofferenti. Quest a e la conseguenza di questo primo in-
contro con la voce di Cristo. Questa mattina, passa ndo per Rivotorto, ho dato uno
sguardo al luogo in cui, secondo la tradizione, era no raccolti i lebbrosi: gli ultimi, gli
emarginati, nei confronti dei quali Francesco prova va un irresistibile senso di ribrezzo.
Toccato dalla grazia, egli apri loro il suo cuore. E lo fece non solo attraverso un pietoso

gesto di elemosina, sarebbe troppo poco, ma baciand oli e servendoli. Egli stesso con-
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fessa che quanto prima gli risultava amaro, divenne per lui "dolcezza di anima e di
corpo” (2 Test 3: FF 110).

La grazia quindi comincia a plasmare Francesco.
Egli diventd sempre piu capace di fissare il suo sg uardo
sul volto di Cristo e di ascoltarne la voce. Fuaq uel punto
che il Crocifisso di San Damiano gli rivolse la par ola chia-
mandolo a un’ardita missione: "Va’, Francesco, ripa rala
mia casa che, come vedi, € tutta in rovina". (2 Cel I, 6, 10:
FF 593). Sostando questa mattina a San Damiano, e p oi
nella Basilica di Santa Chiara, dove si conserva il Croci-
fisso originale che parlo a Francesco, ho fissato a nch'io i
miei occhi in quegli occhi di Cristo. E 'immagine del
Cristo Crocifisso—Risorto, vita della Chiesa, che p arla
anche in noi se siamo attenti, come duemila anni fa parlo
ai suoi apostoli e ottocento anni fa parlo a France sco. La
Chiesa vive continuamente di questo incontro.
Si, cari giovani: lasciamoci incontrare da Cristo!
Fidiamoci di Lui, ascoltiamo la sua Parola. In Lui non c'e
soltanto un essere umano affascinante. Certo, egli € pienamente uomo, e in tutto sim-
ile a noi, tranne che nel peccato (cfr Eb 4, 15). M a e anche molto di piu: Dio e fatto
uomo in Lui e pertanto € I'unico Salvatore, come di ce il suo stesso nome: Gesu, ossia

"Dio salva". Ad Assisi si viene per apprendere da S an Francesco il segreto per ricono-
scere Gesu Cristo e fare esperienza di Lui. Ecco ch e cosa sentiva Francesco per Gesu,

stando a cio che narra il suo primo biografo: "Gesu portava sempre nel cuore. Gesu
sulle labbra, Gesu nelle orecchie, Gesu negli occhi , Gesu nelle mani, Gesu in tutte le
altre membra... Anzi, trovandosi molte volte in viaggi 0 e meditando o cantando Gesu,
scordava di essere in viaggio e si fermava a invita re tutte le creature alla lode di
Gesu" (1 Cel ll, 9, 115: FF 115). Cosi vediamo che la comunione con Gesu apre anche
il cuore e gli occhi per il creato.

Francesco, insomma, era un vero innamorato di Gesu . Lo incontrava nella Parola
di Dio, nei fratelli, nella natura, ma soprattutto nella sua presenza eucaristica.
Scriveva a tal proposito nel Testamento: "Dello ste sso altissimo Figlio di Dio nient’altro
vedo corporalmente, in questo mondo, se non il sant issimo corpo e il santissimo san-
gue suo” (2 Test 10: FF 113). Il Natale di Greccio esprime il bisogno di contemplarlo
nella sua tenera umanita di bimbo (cfe 1 Cel I, 30, 85-86: FF 469-470). L'esperienza
della Verna, dove riceve le stimmate, mostra a qual e grado di intimita egli fosse arri-
vato nel rapporto con Cristo crocifisso. Egli potev a realmente dire con Paolo: "Per me
vivere e Cristo" (Fil 1,21). Se si spoglia di tutto e sceglie la poverta, il motivo di tutto
guesto e Cristo, e solo Cristo. Gesu € il suo tutto . e gli basta!

Proprio perché di Cristo, Francesco € anche uomo d ella Chiesa. Dal Crocifisso di
San Damiano aveva avuto l'indicazione di riparare | a casa di Cristo, che & appunto la
Chiesa. Tra Cristo e la Chiesa c’é un rapporto inti mo e indissolubile. Essere chiamato
a ripararla implicava, certo, nella missione di Fra ncesco, qualcosa di proprio e di origi-
nale. Al tempo stesso, quel compito null’altro era, in fondo, che la responsabilita at-
tribuita da Cristo ad ogni battezzato. E anche ad o gnuno di noi dice: "Va, e ripara la
mia casa". Noi tutti siamo chiamati a riparare in o gni generazione di nuovo la casa di
Cristo, la Chiesa. E solo facendo cosi vive la Chie sa e diventa bella. E come sappiamo,
ci sono tanti modi di riparare, di edificare, di co struire la casa di Dio, la Chiesa. Si edi-
fica poi attraverso le piu diverse vocazioni, da qu ella laicale e familiare, alla vita di spe-
ciale consacrazione, alla vocazione sacerdotale.

Una parola, a questo punto, desidero spendere prop rio su quest'ultima vocazi-
one. Francesco, che fu diacono, non sacerdote (cfrl Cel 1,30,86: FF 470), nutriva per i
sacerdoti una venerazione grande. Pur sapendo che a nche nei ministri di Dio c’é tanta
poverta e fragilita, li vedeva come ministri del Co rpo di Cristo, e cio bastava a far sca-
turire in lui un senso di amore, di riverenza e di obbedienza (cfr 2 Test 6-10: FF 112-
113). Il suo amore per i sacerdoti € un invito a ri scoprire la bellezza di questa vocazi-
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one. Essa ¢ vitale per il popolo di Dio. Cari giova ni, circondate di amore e gratitudine i
vostri sacerdoti. Se il Signore dovesse chiamare qu alcuno di voi a questo grande minis-

tero, come anche a qualche forma di vita consacrata , hon esitate a dire il vostro si. Si
non é facile, ma & bello essere ministri del Signor e, e bello spendere la vita per Lui!
Affetto veramente filiale il giovane Francesco sent i nei confronti del suo Vescovo, e fu
nelle sue mani che, spogliandosi di tutto, fece la professione di una vita ormai total-
mente consacrata al Signore (cfr 1 Cel |, 6, 15: FF 344). Senti in modo speciale la mis-
sione del Vicario di Cristo, al quale sottopose la sua Regola e affido il suo Ordine. Se i
Papi hanno mostrato tanto affetto ad Assisi, lungo la storia, questo in certo senso € un
ricambiare I'affetto che Francesco ha avuto per il Papa. lo sono felice, carissimi gio-

vani, di essere qui, sulla scia dei miei Predecesso ri, e in particolare dell'amico,
dellamato Papa Giovanni Paolo II.
Come a cerchi concentrici, I'amore di Francesco pe r Gesu si dilata non solo sulla

Chiesa ma su tutte le cose, viste in Cristo e per C risto. Nasce di qui il Cantico delle
Creature, in cui I'occhio riposa nello splendore de | Creato: da fratello sole a sorella
luna, da sorella acqua a frate fuoco. Il suo sguard o interiore é diventato cosi puro e
penetrante da scorgere la bellezza del Creatore nel la bellezza delle creature. Il Cantico
di frate sole, prima di essere un’altissima pagina di poesia e un implicito invito al ris-
petto del creato, € una preghiera, una lode rivolta al Signore, al Creatore di tutto.
All'insegna della preghiera e da vedere anche I'imp egno di Francesco per la pace.
Questo aspetto della sua vita & di grande attualita , in un mondo che di pace ha tanto
bisogno e non riesce a trovarne la via. Francesco f u un uomo di pace e un operatore di
pace. Lo mostro anche nella mitezza con cui si pose , Senza tuttavia mai tacere la sua
fede, di fronte ad uomini di altre fedi, come dimos tra il suo incontro con il Sultano (cfr
1 Cel l, 20, 57: FF 422). Se oggi il dialogo interr eligioso, specialmente dopo il Concilio
Vaticano Il, e diventato patrimonio comune e irrinu nciabile della sensibilita cristiana,
Francesco puo aiutarci a dialogare autenticamente, senza cadere in un atteggiamento
di indifferenza nei confronti della verita o nell’a ttenuazione del nostro annuncio cris-
tiano. Il suo essere uomo di pace, di tolleranza, d i dialogo, nasce sempre dall'esperi-
enza di Dio-Amore. Il suo saluto di pace €, nonac aso, una preghiera: "ll Signore ti dia

la pace” (2 Test 23: FF 121).
Cari giovani, la vostra numerosa pre-

senza qui dice quanto la figura di Francesco
parli al vostro cuore. lo volentieri vi ricon-
segno il suo messaggio, ma soprattutto la
sua vita e la sua testimonianza. E tempo di
giovani che, come Francesco, facciano sul
serio e sappiano entrare in un rapporto per-
sonale con Gesu. E tempo di guardare alla
storia di questo terzo millennio da poco
iniziato come a una storia che ha piu che
mai bisogno di essere lievitata dal Vangelo.

Faccio ancora una volta mio l'invito
che il mio amato Predecessore, Giovanni
Paolo Il, amava sempre rivolgere, special-
mente ai giovani: "Aprite le porte a Cristo".
Apritele come fece Francesco, senza paura,
senza calcoli, senza misura. Siate, cari gio-
vani, la mia gioia, come lo siete stati di Gio-
vanni Paolo Il. Da questa Basilica dedicata
a Santa Maria degli Angeli vi do appunta-
mento alla Santa Casa di Loreto, ai primi di
settembre, per I’Agora dei giovani italiani.

A voi tutti la mia benedizione. Grazie
per tutto, per la vostra presenza, per la
vostra preghiera.
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Piazza di S. Maria degli Angel
Fr. José Rodriguez Carballo OFM,

Ministro generale - saluto ai giovani

Cari giovani, il Signore vi
doni la pienezza della sua
Pace! Desidero darvi, a
nome mio e di tutto I'Ordine
dei Frati Minori, a cui é affi-
data la custodia di questo
luogo, il mio cordiale ben-
venuto in questo Santuario
della Porziuncola. Guard-
arvi da qui, cosi numerosi,
pieni di gioia e di speranza,
pellegrini della speranza,
nell’attesa di incontrare |l
Successore di Pietro, mi fa
esultare di gioia. Mi fa rian-
dare con il cuore ai senti-
menti di Francesco davanti
al popolo riunito qui a S.
Maria degli Angeli il 2
agosto del 1216 - dopo che
egli aveva ottenuto dal Papa
Onorio Il la grazia del Per-
dono di Assisi per tutti i
pellegrini, che venivano qui
alla Porziuncola, riconciliati
e nutriti con il pane della
vita - quando gridava, da-
vanti ai vescovi dell’Umbria
ed alla folla che lo ascol-
tava: “Fratelli, voglio por-
tarvi tutti in Paradiso, tutti
in Paradiso!”. Guardando
voi convenuti qui, per ascol-
tare la parola del “Signor
Papa”, che tra poco ricever-
emo, per conoscere la gioia
che viene dalla conversione
e dal perdono, per nutrirvi
dell'amore che Gesu ci dona
nell'Eucaristia, per ritrovare
forza nella comunione frat-
erna, sento realizzarsi il de-
siderio di Francesco di As-
sisi, che chiamava tutti qui
a convertirsi e rinnovarsi
nellamore e nella miseri-
cordia del Padre.

In questo momento il

Santo Padre € inginocchiato
nella piccola chiesa della
Porziuncola, all'ingresso
della quale ¢é la scritta: Hic
locus sanctus est (questo
luogo € santo). Si, questo
luogo & veramente santo,
oggetto della predilezione e
della potenza di Dio, perché
in esso il Signore si & mani-
festato nella vita di S. Fran-
cesco. In questa Chiesa il
santo si e fatto tante volte
povero, non solo perché si é
spogliato di tutto - a volte
anche del libro dei Vangeli -
per sostenere i piu poveri
tra i poveri, coloro che la
citta di Assisi aveva male-
detto ed emarginato, ma
soprattutto perché si e fatto
piccolo davanti a Dio, si &
lasciato riempire dalla sua
ricchezza, si € messo in sin-
cero e attento ascolto della
Parola, che riteneva come
lampada ai suoi passi e ca-
pace di trasformare tutte le
cose. Le pareti della Porzi-
uncola conservano, ancora
0ggi, il segreto dei suoi col-
loqui con il Signore, con
Maria sua madre, la sua
intercessione per ottenere |l
perdono per tutti.

Quando si trovava nel
dubbio circa le scelte da
fare o non comprendeva piu
se stesso, Francesco pre-
gava con fiducia e ricorreva
al Vangelo. Un giorno, in-
sieme ai suoi primi com-
pagni Bernardo e Pietro,
totalmente insicuro sulla
strada da prendere “Si dir-
essero a una chiesa della
citta, ed entrati si posero in
ginocchio a pregare: Si-

gnore Dio, Padre della glo-
ria, ti supplichiamo che,
nella tua misericordia, tu ci
riveli quello che dobbiamo
fare”. Finita I'orazione, dis-
sero al sacerdote della chi-
esa stessa, li presente:
“Messere, mostraci il Van-
gelo del Signore nostro
Gesu Cristo” (An Per 10).
Voi siete qui, oggi, come
Francesco, Bernardo e
Pietro, a chiedere al succes-
sore di Pietro: mostraci il
Vangelo di Gesu Cristo, in-
dicaci la via da seguire,
donaci una “speranza certa”
capace di contrastare le
false speranze che vengono
dalle cose e dalle emozioni
superficiali, dal potere e dal
dominio dell'uomo
sull’'uomo, ricordaci che

non possiamo vivere senza
Cristo!

Secondo il primo bi-
ografo, Francesco, dopo
aver restaurato con le sue
mani anche questa piccola
chiesa dedicata a S. Maria
degli Angeli, un giorno vi
ascolto il brano del Vangelo
nel quale il Signore invia gli
apostoli in missione, ad an-
nunciare la sua parola di
verita e di amore. “ll sacer-
dote glielo commento punto
per punto, e Francesco,
udendo che i discepoli di
Cristo non devono posse-
dere né oro, né argento, né
denaro, né portare bisaccia,
né pane, né bastone per via,
né avere calzari, né due
tonache, ma soltanto predi-
care il Regno diDio e la
penitenza, subito, esultante
di Spirito Santo, esclamo:
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“questo voglio, questo
chiedo, questo bramo di
fare con tutto il

cuore!” (1Cel 22). L’ascolto
di Francesco é attivo, non
dubita, si fa subito gioiosa
amicizia alla persona di
Gesu, accoglie nel cuore ed
obbedisce, nella coscienza
che la sua vita puo riuscire
solo se diventa un dono per
gli altri, che c’e piu gioia nel
dare che nel ricevere e che
solo chi ama non morira
mai.

Ma la Porziuncola é
anche il luogo della frater-
nita Dopo averla ottenuta in
dono dai Benedettini del
Monte Subasio, essa di-
venne il centro di un
movimento di fratelli che il
Signore di giorno in giorno
andava accrescendo: da qui
i frati cominciarono a dif-
fondersi - ancora vivente
Francesco - in Italia, in Eu-
ropa, fino in nord Africa e
in Terra Santa. Qui i frati
ritornavano ogni anno per il
Capitolo di Pentecoste, per
raccontarsi le meraviglie
operate dal Signore nella
loro vita e lodare la sa
bonta. Qui i frati si riuni-
vano insieme ai pastori
della Chiesa per chiedersi,
insieme a Francesco, come
meglio potevano osservare
guello che avevano
promesso al Signore. Qui

accorrevano a migliaia,
come nel famoso capitolo
delle Stuoie del 1221, ed
erano nutriti dalla carita
degli abitanti di Assisi, che
provvedevano al sostenta-
mento di questi uomini
nuovi, perché vedevano in
loro un segno della bonta di
Dio. Come disse il Card.
Ratzinger: “Proprio in
guesta Cappella si fece in-
contro a Francesco la sua
chiamata definitiva, che
diede alla sua missione la
sua vera forma e permise la
nascita dell'Ordine dei Frati
Minori, che peraltro
all'inizio non fu affatto pen-
sato come Ordine religioso,
ma come movimento di
evangelizzazione che doveva
raccogliere di nuovo il
popolo di Dio per il ritorno
del Signore” (Ratzinger J., Il
perdono di Assisi, EP, p.
22-23). E voi, carissimi gio-
vani, proprio oggi, avete la
grazia di ripetere la stessa
esperienza: siete qui, riuniti
intorno a Francesco e ai
vostri pastori, per raccon-
tarvi le meraviglie del Si-
gnore e ripartire per il
mondo intero, a raccontare
la gioia di essere cristiani,
la gioia della conversione, la
grazia di vivere facendo
misericordia agli ultimi
della terra.

Qui alla Porziuncola

Francesco ha accolto la gio-
vane Chiara - davanti all'al-
tare della Vergine - I'ha
consacrata al Signore e I'ha
avviata in una nuova forma
di vita contemplativa e frat-
erna. Qui ha ricevuto tanti
frati all'Ordine insegnando
loro a vivere il Vangelo, in
poverta e letizia, in frater-
nita, come pellegrini e for-
estieri per il mondo, por-
tando pace e riconciliazione
la dove non c’é ed annun-
ciando il Regno di Dio. In-
torno alla Porziuncola i frati
stabilirono la loro dimora,
seguendo le indicazioni di
Francesco, che secondo il
Celano disse loro di “non
lasciare mai questo luogo,
perché veramente santo e
abitazione di Dio".

Alla Porziuncola Fran-
cesco morente volle ritor-
nare, per essere deposto
sulla nuda terra accanto al
luogo che aveva tanto
amato e nel quale aveva
ricevuto tante grazie dal Si-
gnore, e poco prima del suo
transito, del suo passaggio
al Padre, volle che il medico
dicesse a lui tutta la verita,
ed appresa la morte ormai
prossima disse: ebbenne, se
la morte € imminente, chia-
matemi i fratelli Angelo e
Leone, affinché mi cantino
di sorella morte. Vennero i
due da Francesco e
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cantarono, in lacrime, il
Cantico di frate Sole e delle
altre creature del Signore,
composto dal Santo du-
rante la sua infermita, a
lode del Signore e a conso-
lazione dell'anima sua e de-
gli altri. In questo Cantico,
innanzi all'ultima-strofa,

egli inseri la strofa di
sorella Morte: Laudato sie,
mi Segnore, per sora nostra
morte corporale (Leg Per
100). Accanto alla Porziun-
cola Francesco mori la sera
del 3 ottobre 1226, ma
guella notte fu come l'alba
di un mondo nuovo. Da al-
lora, sorprendentemente, in
guesto luogo - e noi frati

minori lo testimoniamo ogni

giorno - si ricevono con-
tinuamente grazie di con-
versione, di guarigione inte-
riore, di riconciliazione tra
le persone, molti giovani
come voi scoprono la loro
vocazione, ri-progettano la
loro vita e diventano cava-
lieri di Cristo, servi per
amore, uomini di riconcili-
azione, profeti di speranza.
Davvero questo luogo é
santo, lo é stato per la
prima generazione frances-
cana, lo & per noi oggi, lo
sara anche per te, se tifai
piccolo come Francesco, se

provi ad assomigliare a

Maria, vera discepola del
Signore e ti poni in docile
ascolto dell'insegnamento
del successore di Pietro. Se
raccogliendoti nel silenzio
del tuo cuore, saprai dire
come Francesco davanti al
Crocifisso di S. Damiano:
“O alto e glorioso Dio, illu-
mina el core mio. Dame
fede diricta, speranza certa,
carita perfecta, humilta
profonda, senno e cogno-
scemento che io servi li toi
comandamenti. Amen” (FF
276).
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Pope Urges Franciscans to Proclaim Christ

Offers Francis' Faith
In the Gospel as Guide

Pope Benedict XVI encouraged all Franciscans to wal k
in their founder's footsteps by responding to all o f
life's challenges with the Gospel.

The Pope delivered this message Sunday to the
General Chapter of the Order of Friars Minor Conven -

tuals in the Basilica of St. Francis. He underlined the
modern-day relevance of the experiences of the grea t
saint.

St. Francis "understood himself entirely in light
of the Gospel" and from this "comes the perpetual a u-

thenticity of his example," the Holy Father said.

He continued: "His 'prophecy' teaches us to
make the Gospel our criterion in facing the challen ges
of all ages, including our own, resisting the decep tive
lure of passing fashions to root ourselves in God's
plan and thus discern the true needs of mankind."

The Pope expressed his desire that "the friars be
able to accept this 'program' with renewed drive an d courage, trusting in the strength
that comes from on high."

"Abandoning himself to the action of the Spirit, F rancis converted to Christ even
more, being transformed into a living image of him, through poverty, charity and mis-
sion," the Pontiff recalled, alluding to the occasi on of his visit - the 800th anniversary
of the conversion of St. Francis.

The eyes of Christ

Benedict XVI, picking up on the General Chapter's theme of formation as a per-
manent journey, insisted this journey "be centered on the ability of letting oneself be
formed by the Spirit, to be ready to go anywhere he calls. At its roots must be the act
of listening to the Word in a climate of intense an d continuous prayer.

"Only in this way will they be able to understand the true needs of the men and
women of our time, offering them answers taken from God's wisdom and proclaiming
that which they have truly experienced in their own lives."

The Pope also underlined the necessity of every fr iar, following the example to St.
Francis, "to be a true contemplative, with their ey es fixes on the eyes of Christ," capa-
ble of "seeing the face of Christ in his suffering fellows and bringing the announcement
of peace to everyone."

To do this every friar "must make his own the jour ney of conformity to the Lord
Jesus that Francis lived," he added.

The Holy Father continued: "The Minor Conventuals are asked to be above all
proclaimers of Christ: that they may draw near to a Il with humility and trust, in a way
that favors dialogue, while always offering passion ate witness of the one and only Sav-
ior. That they may be witnesses of the 'beauty’ of God, that Francis sang of while con-
templating the wonders of creation."

The Pontiff's final message to the Franciscans inv ited them to thank God for the
development of the order, above all in mission coun tries, and to take advantage of this
meeting to "ask themselves what the Spirit is askin g of them to continue to proclaim
with passion, in the footsteps of the seraphic fath er, the Kingdom of God at the begin-

ning of the third Christian millennium."
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VISITA PASTORALE DI SUA SANTITA BENEDETTO XVI AD ASSISI IN
OCCASIONE DELL'OTTAVO CENTENARIO DELLA CONVERSIONE DI
SAN FRANCESCO

Omelia Di Sua Santita Benedetto XVI

Piazza Inferiore della Basilica di San Francesco
Domenica, 17 giugno 2007

Cari fratelli e sorelle,

che cosa ci dice oggi il Signore, mentre celebriamo I'Eucaristia nel suggestivo scenario
di questa piazza, in cui si raccolgono otto secoli di santita, di devozione, di arte e di
cultura, legati al nome di Francesco di Assisi? Ogg i tutto qui parla di conversione,
come ci ha ricordato Mons. Domenico Sorrentino, che ringrazio di cuore, per le gentili
parole a me rivolte. Saluto con lui tutta la Chiesa di Assisi-Nocera Umbra-Gualdo Ta-
dino, nonché i Pastori delle Chiese dell’lUmbria. Un grato pensiero va al Cardinale At-
tilio Nicora, mio Legato per le due Basiliche papal i di questa Citta. Un saluto affettuoso
rivolgo ai figli di Francesco, qui presenti conii | oro Ministri generali dei vari Ordini. Es-
primo il mio cordiale ossequio al Presidente del Co nsiglio dei Ministri e a tutte le
Autorita civili che hanno voluto onorarci della lor 0 presenza.

Parlare di conversione,
significa andare al cuore del
messaggio cristiano ed in-
sieme alle radici dell'esistenza
umana. La Parola di Dio ap-
pena proclamata ci illumina,
mettendoci davanti agli occhi
tre figure di convertiti. La
prima é quella di Davide. I
brano che lo riguarda, tratto
dal secondo libro di Samuele,
ci presenta uno dei colloqui
piu drammatici dell’Antico
Testamento. Al centro di
guesto dialogo c’e un verdetto
bruciante, con cui la Parola di
Dio, proferita dal profeta
Natan, mette a nudo un re

giunto all'apice della sua for-

tuna politica, ma caduto pure al livello piu basso della sua vita morale. Per cogliere la
tensione drammatica di questo dialogo, occorre tene r presente I'orizzonte storico e te-
ologico in cui esso si pone. E un orizzonte disegna to dalla vicenda di amore con cui Dio
sceglie Israele come suo popolo, stabilendo con ess o un’alleanza e preoccupandosi di

assicurargli terra e liberta. Davide € un anello di guesta storia della continua premura
di Dio per il suo popolo. Viene scelto in un moment o difficile e posto a fianco del re

Saul, per diventare poi suo successore. Il disegno di Dio riguarda anche la sua discen-
denza, legata al progetto messianico, che trovera i n Cristo, "figlio di Davide", la sua pi-

ena realizzazione.
La figura di Davide €& cosi immagine di grandezza s torica e religiosa insieme.

Tanto piu contrasta con cio I'abiezione in cui egli cade, quando, accecato dalla pas-
sione per Betsabea, la strappa al suo sposo, uno de i suoi piu fedeli guerrieri, e di
quest’ultimo ordina poi freddamente l'assassinio. E cosa che fa rabbrividire: come puo,
un eletto di Dio, cadere tanto in basso? L'uomo é d avvero grandezza e miseria: € gran-

dezza perché porta in sé I'immagine di Dio ed € ogg etto del suo amore; & miseria perché
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puo fare cattivo uso della liberta che € il suo gra nde privilegio, finendo per mettersi

contro il suo Creatore. Il verdetto di Dio, pronunc iato da Natan su Davide, rischiara le
intime fibre della coscienza, li dove non contano g li eserciti, il potere, I'opinione pub-
blica, ma dove si & soli con Dio solo. "Tu sei quel 'uomo": e parola che inchioda Davide
alle sue responsabilita. Profondamente colpito da g uesta parola, il re sviluppa un pen-
timento sincero e si apre all'offerta della miseric ordia. Ecco il cammino della conver-
sione.

Ad invitarci a qguesto cammino, accanto a Davide, s i pone oggi Francesco. Da
guanto i biografi narrano dei suoi anni giovanili, nulla fa pensare a cadute cosi gravi
come quella imputata all'antico re d’Israele. Ma lo stesso Francesco, nel Testamento
redatto negli ultimi mesi della sua esistenza, guar da ai suoi primi venticinque anni
come ad un tempo in cui "era nei peccati" (cfr 2 Te st 1: FF 110). Al di la delle singole
manifestazioni, peccato era il suo concepire e orga nizzarsi una vita tutta centrata su di
sé, inseguendo vani sogni di gloria terrena. Non gl i mancava, quando era il "re delle
feste" tra i giovani di Assisi (cfr 2 Cel I, 3, 7: FF 588), una naturale generosita d’animo.
Ma questa era ancora ben lontana dallamore cristia no che si dona senza riserve.
Com’egli stesso ricorda, gli sembrava amaro vedere i lebbrosi. Il peccato gli impediva di
dominare la ripugnanza fisica per riconoscere in lo ro altrettanti fratelli da amare. La
conversione lo portd ad esercitare misericordia e g li ottenne insieme misericordia. Ser-
vire i lebbrosi, fino a baciarli, non fu solo un ge sto di filantropia, una conversione, per
cosi dire, "sociale", ma una vera esperienza religi osa, comandata dall'iniziativa della
grazia e dall’amore di Dio: "Il Signore — egli dice — mi condusse tra di loro" (2 Test 2: FF
110). Fu allora che I'amarezza si muto in "dolcezza di anima e di corpo” (2 Test 3: FF
110). Si, miei cari fratelli e sorelle, convertirci allamore € passare dallamarezza alla
"dolcezza", dalla tristezza alla gioia vera. L'uomo € veramente se stesso, e si realizza
pienamente, nella misura in cui vive con Dio e di D io, riconoscendolo e amandolo nei
fratelli.

Nel brano della Lettera ai Galati, emerge un altro aspetto del cammino di conver-
sione. A spiegarcelo € un altro grande convertito, I'apostolo Paolo. Il contesto delle sue
parole € il dibattito in cui la comunita primitiva si trovo coinvolta: in essa molti cristi-
ani provenienti dal giudaismo tendevano a legare la salvezza al compimento delle opere
dell'antica Legge, vanificando cosi la novita di Cr isto e l'universalita del suo messaggio.

Paolo si erge come testimone e banditore della graz ia. Sulla via di Damasco, il volto ra-
dioso e la voce forte di Cristo lo avevano strappat o al suo zelo violento di persecutore e

avevano acceso in lui il nuovo zelo del Crocifisso, che riconcilia i vicini ed i lontani

nella sua croce (cfr Ef 2,11-22). Paolo aveva capit o che in Cristo tutta la legge € adem-
piuta e chi aderisce a Cristo si unisce a Lui, adem pie la legge. Portare Cristo, e con
Cristo l'unico Dio, a tutte le genti era divenuta | a sua missione. Cristo "infatti & la
nostra pace, colui che ha fatto dei due un popolo s olo, abbattendo il muro della sepa-
razione ..." (Ef 2,14). La sua personalissima confess ione di amore esprime nello stesso
tempo anche la comune essenza della vita cristiana: "Questa vita che vivo nella carne,
io la vivo nella fede del Figlio di Dio, che mi ha amato e ha dato se stesso per me" (Gal

2, 20b). E come si puo rispondere a questo amore, s e non abbracciando Cristo croci-
fisso, fino a vivere della sua stessa vita? "Sono s tato crocifisso con Cristo e non sono
piu io che vivo, ma Cristo vive in me" (Gal 2, 20a)

Parlando del suo essere crocifisso con Cristo, San Paolo non solo accenna alla
sua nuova nascita nel battesimo, ma a tutta la sua vita a servizio di Cristo. Questo
nesso con la sua vita apostolica appare con chiarez za nelle parole conclusive della sua
difesa della liberta cristiana alla fine della Lett era ai Galati: "D’ora innanzi nessuno mi
procuri fastidi; difatti io porto le stigmate di Ge su nel mio corpo” (6,17). E’ la prima
volta, nella storia del cristianesimo, che appare | a parola ‘stigmate di Gesu’. Nella dis-
puta sul modo retto di vedere e di vivere il Vangel 0, alla fine, non decidono gli ar-
gomenti del nostro pensiero; decide la realta della vita, la comunione vissuta e sofferta
con Gesu, non solo nelle idee o nelle parole, ma fi n nel profondo dell’esistenza, coinvol-
gendo anche il corpo, la carne. I lividi ricevuti i n una lunga storia di passione sono la
testimonianza della presenza della croce di Gesu ne | corpo di San Paolo, sono le sue
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stigmate. Non € la circoncisione che lo salva: le s tigmate sono la conseguenza del suo

battesimo, I'espressione del suo morire con Gesu gi orno per giorno, il segno sicuro del
suo essere nuova creatura (cfr Gal 6,15). Paolo acc enna, del resto, con l'applicazione
della parola ‘stigmate’, all’'uso antico di imprimer e sulla pelle dello schiavo il sigillo del
suo proprietario. Il servo era cosi ‘stigmatizzato’ come proprieta del suo padrone e
stava sotto la sua protezione. Il segno della croce , iscritto in lunghe passioni sulla pelle

di Paolo, € il suo vanto: lo legittima come vero se rvo di Gesu, protetto dall'amore del
Signore.

Cari amici, Francesco di Assisi ci riconsegna oggi tutte queste parole di Paolo,
con la forza della sua testimonianza. Da quando il volto dei lebbrosi, amati per amore
di Dio, gli fece intuire, in qualche modo, il miste ro della "kenosi" (cfr Fil 2,7), 'abbas-
samento di Dio nella carne del Figlio dell'uomo, da guando poi la voce del Crocifisso di
San Damiano gli mise in cuore il programma della su a vita: "Va, Francesco, ripara la
mia casa" (2 Cel |, 6, 10: FF 593), il suo cammino non fu che lo sforzo quotidiano di
immedesimarsi con Cristo. Egli siinnamoro di Crist 0. Le piaghe del Crocifisso ferirono
il suo cuore, prima di segnare il suo corpo sulla V erna. Egli poteva veramente dire con
Paolo: "Non sono piu io che vivo, ma Cristo vive in me",

E veniamo al cuore evangelico dell’odierna Parola di Dio. Gesu stesso, nel brano
appena letto del Vangelo di Luca, ci spiega il dina mismo dell'autentica conversione,
additandoci come modello la donna peccatrice riscat tata dall’'amore. Si deve ricono-
scere che questa donna aveva osato tanto. Il suo mo do di porsi di fronte a Gesu, bag-
nando di lacrime i suoi piedi e asciugandoli con i capelli, baciandoli e cospargendoli di
olio profumato, era fatto per scandalizzare chi, a persone della sua condizione, guar-
dava con 'occhio impietoso del giudice. Impression a, al contrario, la tenerezza con cui
Gesu tratta questa donna, da tanti sfruttata e da t utti giudicata. Ella ha trovato final-
mente in Gesu un occhio puro, un cuore capace di am are senza sfruttare. Nello
sguardo e nel cuore di Gesu ella riceve la rivelazi one di Dio-Amore!

A scanso di equivoci, € da notare che la misericord ia di Gesu non si esprime mettendo
tra parentesi la legge morale. Per Gesu, il bene é bene, il male € male. La misericordia
non cambia i connotati del peccato, ma lo brucia in un fuoco di amore. Questo effetto
purificante e sanante si realizza se c'é nel’'uomo una corrispondenza di amore, che im-
plica il riconoscimento della legge di Dio, il pent imento sincero, il proposito di una vita

nuova. Alla peccatrice del Vangelo &€ molto perdonat 0, perché ha molto amato. In Gesu
Dio viene a donarci amore e a chiederci amore.

Che cosa ¢ stata, miei cari fratelli e sorelle, la vita di Francesco convertito se non
un grande atto d'amore? Lo rivelano le sue preghier e infuocate, ricche di contemplazi-
one e di lode, il suo tenero abbraccio del Bimbo di vino a Greccio, la sua contemplazi-
one della passione alla Verna, il suo "vivere secon do la forma del santo Vangelo" (2
Test 14: FF 116), la sua scelta della poverta e il suo cercare Cristo nel volto dei poveri.
E questa sua conversione a Cristo, fino al desideri o di "trasformarsi” in Lui, diventan-
done un’immagine compiuta, che spiega quel suo tipi CO vissuto, in virtu del quale egli
ci appare cosi attuale anche rispetto a grandi temi del nostro tempo, quali la ricerca
della pace, la salvaguardia della natura, la promoz ione del dialogo tra tutti gli uomini.
Francesco € un vero maestro in queste cose. Ma lo a partire da Cristo. E Cristo, in-
fatti, "la nostra pace" (cfr Ef 2,14). E Cristo il principio stesso del cosmo, giacché in lui
tutto & stato fatto (cfr Gv 1,3). E Cristo la verit a divina, I'eterno "Logos", in cui ogni
"dia-logos" nel tempo trova il suo ultimo fondament 0. Francesco incarna profonda-
mente questa verita "cristologica" che ¢ alle radic i dell'esistenza umana, del cosmo,
della storia.

Non posso dimenticare, nell'odierno contesto, I'in iziativa del mio Predecessore di
santa memoria, Giovanni Paolo I, il quale volle ri unire qui, nel 1986, i rappresentanti
delle confessioni cristiane e delle diverse religio ni del mondo, per un incontro di
preghiera per la pace. Fu un’intuizione profetica e un momento di grazia, come ho ri-
badito alcuni mesi or sono nella mia lettera al Ves covo di questa Citta in occasione del
ventesimo anniversario di quell'evento. La scelta d i celebrare quell'incontro ad Assisi

ikompli pagna 23

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



On Peace, a Call From Assisi

"May Weapons be Silenced
and May Hate Yield to Love"

ASSISI, Italy, JUNE 17, 2007. Here is a translation of the address Benedict XVI gave today to
the crowds gathered at the Basilica of St. Francis in Assisi, where the Pope led the praying of
the midday Angelus.

Dear brothers and sisters,

Eight centuries ago, the city of Assisi would have found it difficult to imagine the role
that providence was assigning to it, a role that ha s made this city well known throughout
the world, that has make it an authentic "place of the soul." An event that happened here
imprinted on this city an indelible character. | am referring to the conversion of young
Francis. After 25 years of an aimless and mediocre existence that was centered on seeking
worldly pleasures and successes, in a moment of int erior recollection, he opened himself to
grace and gradually recognized in Christ the ideal for his life. My pilgrimage to Assisi today
seeks to recall this event, to live its significanc e to the fullest.

| have stopped with particular emotion at the smal | church of San Damiano where
Francis heard from the crucifix the directive "Go, Francis, and rebuild my church" (2 Cel
1,6,10). It was a mission that would start with the full conversion of his heart and would,
in turn, become Gospel leaven handed in abundance t o the Church and society.

| have visited the place in Rivotorto that, accord ing to tradition, housed the lepers
who St. Francis approached with mercy, thus beginni ng his penitent life. | have also visited
the sanctuary of the saint's humble dwelling where he lived with the first brothers.

| have been to the Basilica of St. Clare, his "lit tle plant," and this afternoon, after a
visit to the Cathedral of Assisi, | will stop at th e Porziuncola where Francis, in the shadow
of Mary, directed the expansion of his fraternity a nd where he breathed his last. There, |
will meet the youth so that young Francis, converte d to Christ, may speak to their hearts.

At this moment from the Basilica of St. Francis wh ere his mortal remains rest, | wish
to make mine his prayer: "O Most High, Almighty God , good Lord, to you, praise, honor
and blessing " (Brother Sun Canticle, 1). Francis o f Assisi is a great teacher of our faith and
our praise. When he fell in love with Jesus Christ, he found the face of God-Love; he be-
came his passionate singer and an authentic "minstr el of God." In light of the beatitudes,
we understand the meekness and humility with which he related to others, becoming a
witness and agent of peace.

From this city of peace, | want to send my greetin gs to representatives of Christian
communities and other religions who, in 1986, accep ted the invitation of my venerable
predecessor to come here, to the homeland of St. Fr ancis, for a World Day of Prayer for
Peace. | consider it my duty to issue an urgent and heartfelt appeal from this place to stop
all armed conflicts that are bloodying the earth. M ay weapons be silenced and may hate
yield to love, offense to pardon, and discord to un ity!

We feel here the spiritual presence of all those w ho weep, suffer and die at war or be-
cause of its tragic consequences in any part of the world. Our thoughts are directed in par-
ticular to the Holy Land, a place so loved by St. F rancis, to Iraq, Lebanon and all the Mid-
dle East.

The populations of these places have experienced f or too long the horrors of war, ter-
rorism, blind violence, the illusion that force can solve conflicts, and the refusal to listen to
the reasoning of others and do them justice. Only a responsible and sincere dialogue, sus-
tained by the generous support of the international community will be able to end so much
suffering and give new life and dignity to individu als, institutions and people.

May St. Francis, man of peace, obtain for us from the Lord, the grace of an increasing
number of people who will agree to become "instrume nts of peace" through thousands of
small gestures in their daily lives. May those who are in positions of power be motivated by
a passionate love for peace, an indomitable will to obtain it, and may they choose the ade-

guate means to reach it.
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Kungress tal-Kardinall,

l-1sgfijiet Fran Iskani u
d-Definitorju enerall

Bejn it-18 u I-22 ta’ unju 2007, proprju I-g adata - jaratal-Papa
Benedittu XVI, f'Assisi, il-Ministru eneral u d-Definitorju adu sehem f’
Kungress mal-Kardinali u I-Isdfijiet Fran iskani. G al dan ’il-kungress tal-
familja’, kif sejja lu I-Ministru eneral fid-diskors ta’ mer ba, adusehem
ukoll Mons. Sylvester Magro, OFM u Mons. Robert Camill eri, OFM. Fdin il-

ar aqgeg din nippublikaw l-omelija li saret mill-Ministru eneral u id-
diskorsi tal-Vigarju enerali Fra Francesco Bravi, OFM u Fra Vincenzo Bra-
conelli, OFM .

Fil- ar alijmiss se nippublikaw id-diskors li g amel l-ex-  eneral Fra

Herman Schaluck, OFM.

[I-Kardinali u I-Isqifijiet Fran iskani flimkien mad-Definitorju eneral
qguddiem il-Porzuiucola. Fit-truf jidhru i - ew isqfijiet Maltin, Mons.
Sylvester Magro, OFM u Mons. Robert Camilleri, OFM.
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Minister General, Br. José Rodriguez Carballo, OFM

Porziuncola, 19

th June 2007

LET US DARE TO LIVE THE

GOSPEL

Your Eminences,
Excellencies, dear Brothers
in the Seraphic Father,

“May the Lord give you
peace!” (Test 13). With
these words of greeting,
revealed to Francis by the
Most High, | also greet you,
my dear Brother Cardinals
and Bishops of the Order of
Friars Minor and |
fraternally welcome you
with them in the name of
the Poverello of Assisi and
of the Friars Minor of the
Franciscan Province of
Umbria, the custodians of
this holy place. You are all
welcome to this place, loved
above all others by Francis,
a true “lover and imitator”
of the Lord ( TestCl 5), for
being the place privileged
and blessed by the presence
of the Mother, “the full of
grace” (Lk 1, 28), the
“servant of the Most High
and supreme King and of
our Father in heaven, the
Mother of our Most Holy
Lord Jesus Christ, spouse
of the Holy
Spirit” ( Antiphon , Of. Prs.),
the “Virgin made
Church” ( SalBVM 1).

“1 rejoiced when |
heard them say: ‘Let us go

to God’s house’ " (Ps 121, 1).

Overflowing joy was the
sentiment which animated
the pilgrimage he
undertook in “going up” to
Jerusalem, sure of finding
in the Holy City the peace
for which his heart yearned
and the good which he

ardently desired. It is that
same joy which we
Franciscans feel on coming
to this holy place, restored
by the hands of Francis
(1Cel 21), where he
established his abode
during the third year of his
conversion, and where the
Order of Friars Minor
began. To return to the
Porziuncola is, for us
Franciscans, like returning
home: here we were born
and here we return every
time we wish to recall our
origins and to refresh the
memory of our vocation and
mission.

The Porziuncola could
well be called, among other
titles, the sanctuary of the
Gospel and of the
evangelical response to it by
Francis. Here there
continues to echo strongly
the radical invitation which
Jesus made to His first
disciples one day and which
the young Francis heard as
if addressed to himself:
“Provide yourselves with no
gold or silver, not even a
few coppers for your
purses, with no haversack
for the journey or spare
tunic or footwear or a
staff...” ( Mt 10, 9-10). Here
there continues to echo the
joyful and ever young
response of Francis to the
Gospel text heard on the
feast of St. Matthias: “This
is what | want, this is what
| seek, this is what | desire
with all my heart” ( 1Cel 22).

Dear Brothers: In the
light of this response which
Francis made 800 years
ago, and in the light of what
we promised on the day of
our profession on assuming
the Gospel as our “Rule and
life” and, as such, to  follow
it more closely by observing
it faithfully (Cf. GGCC5,2),
it is urgent that we ask
ourselves: What have we
done with the Gospel? Is it
really the source of life in
our life as it was in the life
of Francis and of many
Friars of the past and
present? Are its demands
the fundamental criteria for
us at the time of making
concrete options in our life?

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



Or is it simply another book
among many, an ideology to
which we turn according to
convenience? It could be
that there is a little of both

in us. The project of the
grace of our origins asks us,
during this second year of
the celebrative journey of

the VIII Centenary of the
Foundation of our Order, to
face up to it with  clarity and
to place it at the heart of

our life project as Friars
Minor with audacity ,
independently of any

ministry which we may be
fulfilling in the Church.

This dual demand is
asking us, above all, to
assume the Gospel as Good
News, beautiful as grace
and ardent as love, which
transforms the life of
whoever receives it with the
heart of a child (cf. Mt
11,25) and changes itself
into a fountain of blessings
for whoever, like Mary of
Nazareth, accepts it with a
poor and well disposed
heart (cf. Lk 1,38) and into
a process of liberation for
whoever, like Francis,

accepts itin its
immediateness, freshness
and radicalism (cf. 1Cel 22).
Let us dare, though taking
our weakness into account,
to assume it once more as
the “Rule” of our life; let us
dare to place ourselves
before it like children, for of
them is the kingdom of
heaven (cf. Mk 10, 14); like
poor men, for they are
blessed (cf. Lk 6, 20); and
with the joy of him who
finds the lost drachma (cf.
Lk 15, 8ff). Let us have the
courage to allow ourselves,
free and defenceless, to be
encountered by the Gospel,
let us have the bravery to
allow ourselves to be
guestioned by it; and let us
accept the grace of allowing
ourselves to be enlightened
by it. Let us return to the
Gospel because to return to
the Gospel is to return to
Christ. Let us return to the
Gospel in order to revive  the
grace of our origins . Let us
return to the Gospel and
our life will recover the

taste , the poetry, the
enchantment and the youth

of our origins. Let us return

to the Gospel so that our

life may shock and question
as the life of Francis and
his early companions
shocked and questioned
us return to the Gospel,
without domesticating its
prophetic words by
accommodating them to a
comfortable style of life, and
our proposals will be new

and our commitment, so

often without reservations,

will bear fruit, fruit in
abundance.

Yes, dear Brothers, we
Friars Minor, faced by the
danger that it may become
a shock and a madness for
us also (cf. 1Cor 1, 18. 21.
23) and that we may have
“minds the god of this world
has blinded” ( 2Cor 4,4) and
that it may remain  veiled to
us (cf. 2Cor 4,4), are asked,
like all the baptised, to
return to the Gospel, to
accept it as the “power of
God saving all who have
faith” ( Rm 1,16) and to open
ourselves to the “Gospel of
grace” (cf. Acts 20, 24).

We will, then, feel that

. Let
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we are again sent forth from
this sanctuary of sending
and mission to make
participants in this Good
News of all those whom we
meet on the road: to be
disciples and missionaries
so that all may have life in

Him.

Your Eminences,
Excellencies, Brothers: men
of the Gospel, encouraged
by the power which comes
to us from on high, let us
ask the Lord, through the
intercession of St. Mary of

the Angels and of Brother
Francis, for the grace to
open our hearts to the
Gospel so that we also may
be a living gospel . Peace
and Good in the Lord!

Fr.Francesco Bravi, OFM - Fr. Vincenzo Brocanelli,

OFM

The Life and Mission of the

Order

The project of the universal

fraternity

| PART: THE LIFE OF THE
ORDER

To introduce you to
a knowledge of the life and
mission of the Order, we
would like to offer you,
together with some images
which we will show later on,
some simple reflections
which could help you to
know the process through
which the entire
international fraternity is
going.

To present the life of
the Order during this six-
year period, I, on my part,
will refer to different texts
which we have drawn up
and are already putting into
practice, and which
accompany us in the course
of our study in depth and
our evaluation: Those born
of the 2003 General
Chapter ( May the Lord give
you peace!- Priorities
2003/2009 ); the aid which
presented the project for
the VIII Anniversary of the
Foundation of the Order,
The Grace of our Origins ;
and those of the recent

Extraordinary General
Chapter of September 2006
(The Instrumentum Laboris
of the Chapter and the
Final Document The Lord
speaks with us on the
Road). The process we
began is marked by a
powerful word, the re-
foundation of the Order ,
which the Minister General
entrusted to us and which
helped us to understand
better the process in its
profound contents.

The Final Document
of the 2003 General
Chapter, May the Lord give
you Peace!, addressed a
strong call to conversion to
each Friar, who were asked
“not to domesticate the
prophetic words of the
Gospel in order to adapt
them to a comfortable style
of life” (2); “to feel the
internal evangelical urgency
to be ‘born again’ ( Jn 3, 3)
on both the personal and
institutional levels” (2); and
“to undertake, at all times
and in all places, the path
of gospel discernment: ‘Test
everything and hold on to

what is good’ ( 1Ts 5,
21)" (LgP 7).

“We recognise in this
context — the Final
Documents states - the
urgency of returning to the
essentials of our experience
of faith and of our
Franciscan spirituality in
order to nourish, from
within, our fragmented and
unequal world, which is
hungry for meaning, with
the liberating offer of the
Gospel, just as Francis and
Clare of Assisi did in their
time” ( LgP 2).

To put these
indications into practice,
the Final Document
reminds us, “we expressed
our desire to continue in
the direction undertaken by
our Fraternity as it is
expressed inthe Five
Priorities of the Order ,
because we think that they
continue to be a key to
reading how to live our
identity and to understand
the expectations of the
world” (4). The Priorities
were, therefore, proposed
again and developed in the
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light of the theme
“Fraternity-in-mission”.

Each Priority was revisited
in the perspective of the
Fraternity, which is our
special characteristic, and
of the Mission, which is

our reason for being, and
each one indicates the way
to go to each Friar and
Entity. The Priorities for the
six-year period 2003-2009 ,
found in the aid  Followers
of Christ for a fraternal
world, tell us what is
essential for us today, they
are a guide to living the
special values of our life

and mission in the Church
and world.

In this commitment
to return to the essential,
the General Definitory,
taking its cue from the fact
that we are about to
complete 800 years since
the Foundation of our
Order, through the approval
of the Rule of life by
Innocent I, and, having
the Priorities as a reference
point, presented the project
the grace of our origins.

The itinerary
proposed is articulated in
three stages. These are
proposed as:
accompaniment towards a
time favourable to listening,
conversion and evangelical
discernment (in 2006 );
passing on today, through
holy works, the capacity to
project our personal and
fraternal life in accordance
with the Gospel (in 2007 );
amazement and gratitude
in celebrating the great gift
of our vocation so that we
may make restitution of it
through word and life (in
2008-2009 ).

We officially opened
the itinerary, which will
bring us to the celebration

of the VIII Centenary of the
foundation of the Order, at
St. Mary of the Angels on
the 29 th October 2005. The
first stage of this journey
concentrated on the topic of
discernment. We were
asked to make a profound
analysis of the situation in
which we find ourselves on
both the personal and
institutional levels in order
to re-appropriate some of
the founding values of our
forma vitae .

“Let us dare to live
the Gospel!” is the theme
suggested for the second
stage of the process of
preparation for the
centenary of the foundation
of the Order. The challenge
to the Order to dare to live
the Gospel, placed in this
trajectory, puts the Rule
(the eight centuries of
which we celebrate) into
close relationship with the
Gospel. The desire of
Francis to live the Gospel,
heard in the Porziuncola, in
a radical way was
transformed into the proto-
rule, which, we know, was a
collection of excerpts from
the Gospels put together to
form a life project. This
initial project was later
taken up and completed
with other more detailed
passages and indications in
the non-approved and the
approved Rules.

“Let us restore
everything to the Lord
through word and life!”, is
how the third and final
stage of the itinerary of
celebration for the
centenary of the Order is
defined. We wish to
celebrate the gift of our
vocation in awe and
gratitude by giving thanks
to the Lord for having called
us to this life and, at the

same time, to restore the
gift we received to the
world, the Church and our
brothers through words and
life.

To discern, project,
celebrate and restore are
activities which are
required of us as a group
and are fulfilled by us as a
group: one movement
conditions the other and re-
launches it. Nothing can be
celebrated or restored
without a project, especially
without a real and healthy
discernment. The starting
point of this itinerary,
discernment, has to be
assumed as a constant
attitude by each Friar and
Entity in order to return to
the Gospel and to the Rule,
“the marrow of the Gospel”.

It is important to
place the experience of the
recently held Chapter
within the process that the
universal fraternity is going
through to rediscover the
grace of our origins. In
practical terms, we are
concluding the first stage of
this process which led us to
reflect and to make
concrete gestures on the
topics of listening,
conversion and
discernment of the will of
the Lord for our life today.
The second demanding
stage places us before the
Gospel: we wish and dare to
live the Gospel. We wish
and dare to renew our
personal and fraternal life
according to the Gospel in
the living context of our
times. The Extraordinary
General Chapter was
situated, therefore, between
these two stages and,
ideally, joined them to each
other. On asking what the
Lord wants of us today we
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were forcibly told that the
path to be travelled is still
that of the Gospel; a Gospel
to be lived in fidelity to our
vocation and to
contemporary mankind.
The Final Document
of the Extraordinary
Chapter, The Lord Speaks
with us on the Road, invites
us to re-read our life in the
light of the gifts of God. It
is, above all, to life that we
need to look and it is in the
experience lived that we can
find meaning and
significance. It is a question
of attention to that life
which is clearly present in
our intellectual tradition
and in the great masters of
the franciscan school (who
are expressly mentioned),
but it is also a question of
attention to that life which
needs eyes of faith so that
our experience can become
significant for us. Itis a
guestion of returning to the
faith, to the Gospel, which
truly is the foundation of
our life, with an attitude of
faith before both God and
our brothers, discovered as
such precisely through
faith. Faith will, in this way,
allow us to enter into what
we call “the logic of the gift”,
which shines forth in the
God in whom we believe: a
God, one and three, who is
always a gift of self in His
own life, which is fully
manifested in the gift of His
Son, Jesus, who lives the
logic of the gift and who
associates us with His offer
of love. “Only by following
the footprints of our Lord
Jesus Christ, His life,
passion, death and
resurrection, will we find
the strength and clarity to
face those personal,
communal and social
situations that are always
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marked by our limitations
and our sin, looking on
them from a perspective of
gift” (LSR 24).

We are also asked to
look at the two great
themes of our life, fraternity
and mission, in this
perspective.

Following the two
central parts of the text, the
reflection concluded with a
final short chapter which
evokes the Gospel of
Emmaus ( Lk 24, 13-35), a
recurring motif of the
reflection in the Chapter. A
precious indication of a
method is recognised in
that gospel text, that by
sharing in faith we will be
able “to discover the
presence of the Lord in our
midst... when, on the basis
of faith, we listen to those
around us and proclaim
what dwells within us” (
43). This is what the two
disciples of Emmaus did
with the mysterious
traveller: as “mendicants of
meaning” they told Him
their story and their
sadness, they were taught
to re-read their own
experience in the light of
the word and declared
themselves in their
invitation for Him to
“remain with us”; they
recognised Him in the
communion of breaking
bread; and, finally, they
became messengers by
returning to Jerusalem to
listen and to announce (cf.
LSR 44).

The same
methodology is found in
Francis and his first
companions. Celano tells us
(cf. 1Cel 34) that during the
return from Rome, following
the papal approval of their
form of life, they had many
guestions and

LSR

interrogatives about their
future life and shared their
experiences, projects,
doubts and desires. “The
challenge we have before us
is to go to the essential: to
share on a more profoundly
human and Christian level.
That which we must put

into practice in all our
Provinces, Conferences and
also on the level of the
Order itself is the same
methodology as the story of
Emmaus” ( LSR 44).

We will now see
where the Friars Minor are
living in the world and a get
a panoramic view of the
different Entities present on
the five continents, together
with a presentation of the
life of the Friars Minor
presented according to the
five Priorities: prayer and
devotion, fraternity,
minority-poverty,
evangelisation and mission,
and formation.

[l PART: THE MISSIONS
OF THE ORDER

a) The franciscan
vocation is missionary
“Dearest Brothers”,
Francis said, “let us
consider our vocation, to
which God has mercifully
called us, not only for our
own good, but for the
salvation of many. We are
to go throughout the world
encouraging everyone, more
by deed than by word, to do
penance for their sins and
to recall the
commandments of
God” (3Comp 36). Francis,
right from the beginning,
ordered his companions:
“Go, my brothers, two by
two through different parts
of the world” ( 1Cel 29). He
would later remind his
Friars that their mission
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was “to fill the earth with
the Gospel of Christ” ( 1Cel
97). And even at the end of
his earthly journey, Francis
would again remind the
Friars of the entire Order:
The Lord “has sent you into
the whole world” ( LtOrd 9).
The missions are the
DNA of our charism, they
are the heart of the
franciscan life and have
always been the dimension
which made Franciscanism
flourish. Today also, the
Order reminds us, we are a
Fraternity-in-mission.

b) The Missions of the
Order

The “ad gentes”
missions in particular also
exist in the Order today and
we can distinguish, on the
institutional level, three
kinds:

1. Provincial
Missions : missionary
presences among the
indigenous people of the
different Provinces in
Mexico, the missionary
foundations of other
Provinces, such as that of
the Immaculate Conception
Province of Brazil in Angola
(Africa), That of the
Philippines in Sri Lanka
(Asia); and then the
Dependent Custodies of the
Province of Ireland in
Zimbabwe and of the
Venetian Province (ltaly) in
Guinea Bissau, in Africa; of
the Australian Province in
Singapore and West Papua
of Indonesia, in Asia; of the
Province of Cantabria in the
Caribbean, of the Province
of Naples in Brazil, of the
Basque Province of
Aranzazu in Paraguay, of
the Province of Francis
Solanus in Peru in the
Amazon, of the Province of
Compostela in Venezuela.
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2. Inter-provincial

Missions : Missionary
foundations in Latin
America, such as Haiti,
which is a mission of the
Central American Province,
with the participation of the
Conference, the missionary
fraternity of Roraima, in the
Brazilian Amazon, made up
of Friars from various
Provinces and then the
missionary foundation in
Congo-Brazzaville (Africa) of
the Italian Conference,
COMPL.

3. Missions of the
universal Fraternity
(Order): Missionary
Foundations, linked directly
to the Minister General,
among eastern religions
(China, Thailand, Myanmar
and the international
fraternity of Istanbul) and
in the areas of the Orthodox
Church (Russia and
Kazakhstan), among
African cultures (the Africa
project, now a Province but
still maintained by
missionaries, Mozambique,
Central Africa, Sudan and
the franciscan Federation in
Morocco) and especially in
the Holy Land, the oldest
mission of the Order.
Finally, there is the
European missionary
fraternity, begun this year
in Palestrina.

All these missions of
the Order have a particular
importance today, because
they are:

a “chance”, an extra
possibility for the Provinces,
especially those which no
longer have their own
mission

a privileged occasion to
collaborate with the
universal fraternity in its
needs

a way to live
internationality
the carrying out of the
Franciscan mission as
understood by the Order:
international and inter-
cultural fraternity,
Implantatio Ordinis,
insertion among people,
inculturation of the Gospel
and Franciscan charism,
service to the local Church,
simple and flexible
structures, with some
special emphasis (silent
presence, ecumenism,
inter-religious dialogue,
inculturisation, service to
the poor...).

¢) The Apostolic
Vicariates entrusted to
the Order

The Order has been
entrusted with the care of
11 Apostolic Vicariates by
the Church — 8 in Latin
America, 2 in Libyaand 1
in Syria — together with the
Apostolic Prefecture of the
Galapagos (Ecuador) and
the Prelature of Nayar
(Mexico). In these 13 special
ecclesiastical
circumscriptions we have
12 franciscan Bishops and
about 118 Friar
missionaries. The first
meeting of the General
Definitory with the Vicars
Apostolic and the
Provincials concerned was
held in Rome in September
2006 in order to have
greater knowledge of each
other and of the various
situations, and to renew
collaboration on various
levels. Some lines of action
were approved for the
future, as well as the
commitment to hold
another meeting towards
the end of 2008, inviting
other “poor churches”
entrusted to the Order. We
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are living the “ aedificatio
Ecclesiae” in these realities
and, where possible, the
“implantatio Ordinis ”.

d) What is the future for
the franciscan missions?
First, involvement in
the “ad gentes” mission is a
response to a particular
vocation from the Lord and
it is, therefore, essential to
make the young Friars
cultivate, and be sensitive
to, such a vocation which,
thanks be to God, is not
lacking in the Order. Many
young Friars have the
desire in their hearts to give
themselves totally to the
proclamation of the Gospel
wherever Christ is not yet
known or accepted.
Secondly, it is very
important to prepare and
form the new missionaries
during the stage of initial
formation and, more

particularly, before setting
out on the mission. We
have the international
fraternity “Notre Dame des
Nations” in Brussels to
carry out this immediate
preparation. Two groups of
missionaries (English- and
French-speaking),
belonging to the three
franciscan Orders (Friars
Minor, Capuchins and
Conventuals), are formed
there for three months each
year. Another two projects
for the formation of
missionaries for the whole
Franciscan Family, in Asia
and Latin America, are
about to be launched — and
which we hope can be
realised soon.

Thirdly, we are
encouraging the young
Entities of Africa and Asia
to become missionaries, to
be subjective protagonists
in the missions, and the

Province of South Africa
has already opened a
mission in Namibia, the
Province of the Incarnate
Word has opened a mission
in Burkina Faso and is
preparing another in
Ghana, the East Asia
Conference (EAC) in
committing itself to the
support of the Foundation
in Myanmar. The future of
the missions in Africa is
being entrusted to the
Friars of Africa and of those
in Asia to the Friars of Asia.

We will now have a
panoramic view of our
missionary presence in the
world arranged by theme,
the cultural and religious
contexts: Franciscan
evangelisation among the
cultures and religions of the
world.

ikompli minn pa na 14

era suggerita proprio dalla testimonianza di
Francesco come uomo di pace, al quale

tanti guardano con simpatia anche da altre
posizioni culturali e religiose. Al tempo stesso,
la luce del Poverello su quell'iniziativa era una
garanzia di autenticita cristiana, giacché la sua
vita e il suo messaggio poggiano cosi visibil-
mente sulla scelta di Cristo, da respingere a
priori qualunque tentazione di indifferentismo
religioso, che nulla avrebbe a che vedere con
I'autentico dialogo interreligioso. Lo "spirito di
Assisi", che da quell’evento continua a diffond-
ersi nel mondo, si oppone allo spirito di vio-
lenza, all'abuso della religione come pretesto
per la violenza. Assisi ci dice che la fedelta alla
propria convinzione religiosa, la fedelta soprat-
tutto a Cristo crocifisso e risorto non si esprime
in violenza e intolleranza, ma nel sincero ris-
petto dell'altro, nel dialogo, in un annuncio che
fa appello alla liberta e alla ragione, nell'im-
pegno per la pace e per la riconciliazione. Non
potrebbe essere atteggiamento evangelico, né
francescano, il non riuscire a coniugare I'accog-
lienza, il dialogo e il rispetto per tutti con la ¢
del Santo di Assisi, & tenuto a coltivare, annuncia

dell'uomo (cfr Gv 14,6), unico Salvatore del mondo.

ertezza di fede che ogni cristiano, al pari
ndo Cristo come via, verita e vita
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The Cardinals and Bishops OFM
to the Friars of the Order of
Friars Minor

Saint Mary of the Angels,
the 21 st of June 2007

Peace and Good!

From the 18 th to the 22 nd of June 2007, the Cardinals and Bishops of the Ord er
of Friars Minor, invited by the Minister General an d his Definitory, met in Assisi near
the Sanctuary of the Porziuncola, a place consecrat ed by the piety and veneration of
St. Mary of the Angels, a place to which Francis br ought his first twelve companions
because he wanted the Order of Minors to grow and d evelop under the protection of
the Mother of God, the very place where, through th e merits of the Virgin, the Order
had begun (Cf. St. Bonaventure, Legenda Maior, IV, 5).

With all Friars Minor and as Friars Minor, we are disposed to celebrate the VII
Centenary of the foundation of our Order; we wish t o travel the path which leads all to
revive the grace of our origins with you; we join w ith you in the praise of the Most
High, Great and Admirable Lord God, the merciful Sa viour, Who through His grace
alone called us to follow more closely the footprin ts of His Most Holy Son, our Lord Je-
sus Christ, by inviting us to embrace, after the fa shion of Brother Francis, the form of
life of the Holy Gospel.

During these days of prayer, reflection and frater nal living, we paid particular
attention to the ecclesial dimension of the francis can charism — the speaker was Br.
Hermann Schaliick, ex-Minister General of the Order -, and to franciscan spirituality
in the Episcopal ministry — the speaker was Br. Catrl 0os Amigo Vallejo, Cardinal
Archbishop of Seville -.

In the Church which Christ acquired through His bl ood, we Friars Minor were
born for God as sons in His Son; in the Church we r eceived the Holy Spirit of God; in
the Church there re-echoes for us, as for Francis, the authentic Word of God; in the
Church we participate in the mysteries of our redem ption; in the Church, through the
activity of the Holy Spirit, we make ourselves of C hrist, we allow ourselves to be trans-
formed into Christ and, in Christ, we consecrate ou rselves to the Father to love Him
with our whole heart, our whole soul and our whole being.

United with you in our common vocation, we make th e Francis’ vocation ours at
the service of the Church: “Francis, go and repair my house for, as you see, it is being
destroyed”. With you we wish to love the Church and to serve it; with you, in the
Church, we wish to become so docile to the action o f the Holy Spirit that we may be a
prophetic voice which keeps alive in all an “incura ble anxiety” for the things still to
come. With you, we share the contemplative admirati on for the poor and crucified
Christ; with you, and like Francis, we identify wit h the Gospel and embrace it as our
form of life and make it our Rule; with you we are Friars and Minors, and the service of
charity which we give, by shepherding as Bishops to the People of God, is only an un-
expected and admirable development of the francisca n vocation to which we were
called.

Finally, we ask you to remain close to your brothe rs who give a service to the
Church in the dioceses, many of them poor, many on the frontiers of the Christian
faith and often living the Holy Gospel in a hostile environment, entrusted to us to
shepherd in a ministry of charity. Do not leave us alone.

In this greeting to all the Friars, we, the Cardin als and Bishops of the Order here
present, wish to thank the Minister General and his Definitory who offered us this

ikompli pa na 34
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Catholic Church in Libya

The beginnings of the Church in Libya go
back to the origins of Christianity it-

self. One recalls Simon of Cyrene who
helped Christ carry the cross (Mk 15,

21). On the day of Pentecost, there were
in Jerusalem, some devout men coming
from Libya, belonging to Cyrene (Ac 2,10).
After the persecution of Jerusalem, it was
some citizens from Cyprus and Cyrene
who carried the Good News of Jesus to the
Greeks (Ac 11,20).

According to the tradition of the Cop-
tic Church in Egypt, St. Mark would be
originally from Cyrene. Some historians
hold that in the year 40

The Church in Cyrene

The Church in Cyrene unfortunately
became very famous because of the heretic
Arius who came from Tolemaidis.

Arius was still a deacon when in 317
BC. he started to preach his heresy in Al-
exandria of Egypt. At the Council of Nicea
(325 BC.) which defined the Divinity of
Christ, three faithful followers of Arius,
bishops Secundus of Tolemaidis, Theonas
of Derna and Eusebius of Nicomedia, re-
fused their allegiance to its decisions.

One of the most famous bishops of
Cyrene in the V Century was Sinesius of
Tolemaidis. The Bishops

a.C., Mark was back in
Cyrene where he con-
verted many Jews and
Greeks. Later around
the year 60, he went to
Alexandria where he
founded several Chris-
tian communities.
Following this tradi-
tion, it is said that
upon his return to
Cyrene, Mark ap-
pointed Lucius of
Cyrene as the first
Bishop, who suffered

of Pentapolis in the re-
gion of Cyrene, were pre-
sent at the Councils of
Ephesus (431 BC), Chal-
cedon (451 BC) and Con-
stantinople (553 BC.).

The Church in
Tripolitania

While the Church in the
region of Cyrene was
bound to Egypt, the
Church in Tripolitania,
politically and ecclesias-
tical, leaned rather to-

martyrdom in Alexan-
dria after a popular uprising on 25th April
68 BC.

The Arab annals of Patriarch
Eutichius, inform us that the Bishops of
Alexandria, from St. Mark to Demetrius,
his 11th successor (+ 231), were assisted
by ordinary priests in administering their
churches. What is certain however is that
after Lucius of Cyrene, there is no trace of
bishops in that region before the first half
of the third century.

In the Roman Martyrology we find
the name of Theodorus, bishop of Cyrene
who was martyred in 302 BC; another
Theordorus together with the deacon
Irenaeus and the Lectors Serapius and
Ammonius, suffered martyrdom on 26th
March 319 BC. One of the most famous
martyrs of the persecution of Diocletian,
was St. Cyrilla, a noble girl from Cyrene.

wards Carthage in Tuni-
sia.

When Agrippius, the first bishop of
Carthage convened in that city, the 70
bishops of Proconsular Africa and Nu-
midia, the churches of Tripolitania were
represented. It was the first African Coun-
cil recorded in history (yr 218-222). Dur-
ing the reign of Emperor Settimius
Severus in Rome, who came from Leptis
Magna, there was sitting on the Chair of
Peter Pope Victor (181-191), also from Lep-
tis Magna in Libya, perhaps its bishop.
Among the names to be remembered in
this Ecclesiastical region is Tertullian, the
great apologist, polemic and theologian,
born in Carthage around 155-60; St. Cyp-
rian, bishop of unity and reconcialition,
born in Carthage (yr.200) and martyred on
30th August 251.
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The Bishops of North Africa between
the years 250-300 numbered 100 or
150. Worthy of mention are the episcopal
sees of Lebda (Leptis Magna), Oea (Tripoli)
and Sabrata (Jerba).

The Church in North Africa reached
its glorious climax with the appearance of
St. Augustine, born in Tagaste (Souk-
Ahras, Algeria) on 13th November
354.

Augustine, was consecrated bishop
of Hippo (in Algeria), where he died on
28th August 430 when the Vandals in-
vaded the whole North African Re-
gion. The Vandal invasion also helped
spread the Arian heresy denying the divin-
ity of Christ.

Justinian, Emperor of the East,
(533-555), succeeded in re-establishing a
certain order on the Vandals, up till the
Arab occupation (645-715).

The Expansion of Islam

The rapid conquests of the arab-
muslims, between the 7th and 12th centu-
ries, gradually obliterated christianity from
North Africa. The ecclesiatical history of
North Africa under the Arab domination
during these centuries is obscure and so
scant as to make it extremely difficult even
to delineate.

Tripolitania was dependant on Tuni-
sia under the different arab dynasties.
These had succeeded in subduing the
prevalently Berber population of this re-
gion.

During the 13th century, the

Christianity became therefore of foreign
brand to which the Church provided assis-
tance through the missions.

In 1219 while St Francis departed to
Egypt, his followers in 1224-25 went to
Morocco where they were martyred. They
were present although occasionally in Tu-
nisia and from1628 permanently also in
Libya to assist the Christian slaves. The
Church of Santa Maria degli Angeli (Our
Lady of the Angels) in the Old City - Me-
dina of Tripoli was foundedin1645 and,
with the permission of the Sultan of Con-
stantinople, the Church of the Immaculate
Conception was founded in Benghazi in
1858. From 1641 the first Apostolic Pre-
fecture was actually constituted with the
series of Apostolic Prefects up to 1943
when the Apostolic Vicariate of Tripoli was
constituted and from 1927 that of Ben-
ghazi

Apostolic Vicars of Libya

In 1641, the S. Congregation for the
Propagation of the Faith, nominated P.
Pascal COMPTE, OFM, as the First Apos-
tolic Prefect of Tripoli. He was succeed by
52 other Apostolic Prefects up till
1913. On February 3rd of that year, Pope
Pius X nominated P. LUDOVICO AN-
TOMELLI, OFM Apostolic Vicar of Libya
(1913-19). He was succeeded by H.E. Mgr.
Giacinto TONIZZA, OFM (1919-27) On
February 4th 1927, The Church in Libya
was divided into two ecclesiastical juris-
dictions: The Apostolic Vicariate of Tripoli

Republics of Genova and Venice
had managed to re-establish com-
mercial relations between old Af-
rica and Europe. It was to ST.
FRANCIS of ASSISI and his Order
that Providence assigned the ap-
ostolic presence in the North Afri-
can region, since the very origins
of the Order (1219).

The New Presence of the
Church

Christianity never stopped
existing in the North Africa. In the
beginning of the XII - XIlI century
the Christians are no longer na-
tives but on the contrary are for-
eigners mainly merchants from
Pisa and Genoa and Maltese.
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and that of Benghazi.

Apostolic Vicars of Tripoli
H.E. Mgr. Giacinto TONIZZA, OFM

1927-36
H.E. Mgr. Vittorino FACCHNETTI, OFM

1936-50
H.E. Mgr. Bonifacio BERTOLI, OFM

1951-67
H.E. Mgr. Attilio PREVITALI, OFM

1969-85
H.E. Mgr. Giovanni MARTINELLI, OFM

1985-

Apostolic Vicars of Benghazi
H.E. Mgr. Bernardino BIGI, OFM

1927-31
H.E. Mgr. Candido MORO, OFM

1931-51
H.E. Mgr. Aurelio GHIGLIONE, OFM

1951-64
H.E. Mgr. Giustino PASTORINO, OFM

1965-97
H.E. Mgr. Sylvester MAGRO, OFM

1997-

Apostolic Prefects of Misurata

On 20th February 1948, the Holy
See erected Misurata as Apostolic Prefec-
ture.
Mgr. Bonifacio BERTOLI, OFM

1948-51
Mgr. llluminato COLOMBO, OFM

1951-57
Mgr. Attilio PREVITALI, OFM

1958-69

From the 1st September 1969:
the El Fatah Revolution

With the Revolution of the '‘69and the
expulsion of the Italians in 1970 the new
identity of the Church turned to be more
Afro-Asiatic.

The two important facts that have
characterized this period in the dialogue
between Christians and Muslims were:-

The Congress about the Islamic-
Christian Dialogue held in Tripoli on the
2nd to the 5th of February 1976. This con-
gress was to testify to the world that the
closing of the churches during the time of
the Italian expulsion (1970) has

not been a gesture against the
Church but against the Italian
colonialism to which the Church
was somehow associated.

The Diplomatic Relationships es-
tablished between the Great So-
cialist People's Libyan Arab Ja-
mahiriya Holy See on the 10th
March 1997. This gesture was
very much appreciated by the
Libyan authorities because it
happened during the time of the
embargo imposed by the United
States of America because of the
Lockerby disaster. The Holy See
with these relationships has
showed the world that conflicts

In 1939, the Holy See divided the Ap-
ostolic Vicariate of Benghazi into two Sees:
Benghazi and Derna. The Apostolic Vicari-
ate of Derna was entrusted to:

H.E. Mgr. Giovanni LUCATO, SDB 1939-
46.

Since 1951, the region of Derna, has
been reverted to the jurisdiction of the Ap-
ostolic Vicariate of Benghazi . On 20th
February 1948, the Holy See erected Misu-
rata as Apostolic Prefecture.

must be resolved with dialogue and not
with embargos.

Other events during this particular
period of dialogue were seminars organ-
ized by the Al Daawa Al Islamiya about the
reciprocal knowledge, the visit of H.B. Pa-
triarch Bartholomew Il of Constantinople
on the invitation to the Libyan authorities
and the prize given to the Coptic Orthodox
Patriarch, Amba Shenuda Patriarch of Al-
exandria given by the Gaddafi Prize Asso-
ciation for Peace and Promotion of Human
Rights.
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Mgr. GIOVANNI MARTINELLI, OFM

Apostolic
Vicar of Tripoli,
Titular Bishop of
Tabuda, as born in
Tarhuna (Libya) on
5th February 1942.
After joining the
Order of the Friars
Minor, he made his
Solemn Profession
on 25th October
1964.

Mgr. Martinelli, was
ordained priest in Salerno, Italy, on 28th
June 1967; was nominated Bishop on 3rd
May 1985. He was consecrated in the
Church of St. Francis of Assisi, Tripoli, on
4th October 1985

ST. FRANCIS PARISH
Fr. Daniel Farrugia
Vicar General., Parish Priest of the English
speaking (African and non Filipino) & Mal-
tese Communities; Assistant of French
and Italian speaking Communities.
Fr Allan Arcebuche, OFM
Guardian of the Franciscan Fraternity
Parish Priest of Filipinos and assistant of
English speaking (African) communities.
Responsible of the Social Centre and Im-
migration Committee.
Fr. Amet Kual
Parish Priest of Sudanese and assis-
tant of the Arab speaking Communities.
Assistant of the African (English-speaking)
& ltalian Communities, Assistant of Immi-
gration Committee
Fr Salim Joseph Chackungal, OFM
Parish Priest of Indian Community
Assistant of the English speaking commu-
nities
Fr. Magdy Helmy OFM
Parish Priest of the Arab speaking and as-
sistant of Sudanese Communities. Assis-
tant of the Italian and French Communi-
ties
Fr. (Dr.) Vanni Bressan
In charge of the pastoral care
of the Christian communities in Sebha re-
gion.
Fr. Amado Baranquel, OFM
Parish Priest of the Korean community
Assistant of the Filipino and English
speaking Communities. Assistant of Social
Centre and Immigration Committee.

Mgr. SYLVESTER C. MAGRO OFM

Apostolic Vicar of Benghazi, Titular
Bishop of Salde, was born at Rabat, Malta
on 14th February 1941. After joining the
Order of the Friars Minor, he made his
Solemn Profession on 18th March
1962. Mgr. Magro was ordained priest in
Valletta Malta, on 26th March 1966; was
nominated Bishop on 10th March
1997. He received his Episcopal Ordina-
tion in St. John's Co-Cathedral Valletta,
Malta on 11th May 1997. On May 27th,
Bishop Sylvester was solemnly installed as
Apostolic Vicar of Benghazi.

MARIA IMMACOLATA PARISH
The "Parish Church in Benghazi has
several parish priests assigned to the pas-
toral ministry of the different Language
Groups, in conformity with Canon 518, of
the Code of Canon Law.

Fr. Antoni Boles aw Maciejowski, OFM
ParishpPriest of the Polish and Italian
communities.

Chancellor, Pro-Vicar General and
Responsible for the Ecclesiastical Archives
in Benghazi.

Fr. Alan Reyes Castillo, OFM

Parish priest of the English Speaking
Community.

Fr. Ronnie Asuero, OFM

Parish Priest of the English speaking Com-
munity. El Beida East of Benghazi

Don. Tadeusz Kierbiedz, SDB

Vicar General

Parish Priestin Derna

Fr. Virgilio Mieczys aw Patulski, OFM
Parish Priest in Tobruk
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Esperjenza Maltija fRuma
Barka ta’ xita; xita ta’ barkiet

Norbert Ellul-Vincenti, OFM

Lura lejn Malta
mill-esperjenza
ewlenija tac-
cerimonja tal-
kanonizzazzjoni
ta’ l-ewwel
Qaddis Malti, I-
ewwel
mistogsija li
jaghmlulek hija
jekk ixxarrabtx,
u b’hekk
jaghtuk
okkazjoni biex
tkun promoss
ghal martri.

Ghayx, xita
kien hemm, u
bil-gliel,
kontinwa, u Xita
li xxarrab

taghmlilha
x'taghmilha. Ixxarrabna

lkoll b’hasla li xi hadd
galilha hasla papali.
Titghatta kemm titghatta, I-
ilma mill-umbrelel ta’ hdejk
sabet it-trig mill-komma
tieghek u minn ghonqok
ghal gol-hwejjeg u baqghet
niezla saz-zarbun.

L-ewwel haga li gietha
f'fmohna, meta konna
hemm, kienet ghaliex dix-
xita, ghaliex Alla ma
helisniex, ghaliex Dun Gorg
ma ghamilx miraklu
maghna, meta ahna konna
morna hemm biex
nonorawh. Stennejna li din
ix-xita tiegaf xi ftit, imma
le, ma wagqfet xejn. Hafna,
kemm Maltin kif ukoll
barranin, marru taht il-
kolonnar, imma hafna
ohrajn baqghu fin-nofs,
jixxarrbu u jixtarru x-xena,
u jiggustaw l-esperjenza.

Mons. Sylvester Magro, OFM flimkien ma’ Norbert
Ellul Vincenti, OFM fi pjazza San Pietru

Hasseijt li dik ix-xita kienet
sfida. Sfida kien ukoll in-
nuqqgas ta’ Alla i
jintervjeni.- bhalma jigri
hafna drabi fil-hajja taghna.
Ftakart li darba smaijt lil
Dun Gorg jistagsi, “Tafu
ghalfejn Alla halaq din id-
dubbiena li ged iddur
mieghi? Biex niehdu
pacenzja.” Nahseb Alla ried
jurina li ahna gejna hawn
penitenza u mhux xalata.

Penitenza jew xalata,
il-Maltin xorta telghu is-
seba’ sema meta semghu il-
Papa jghid li issa Dun Gorg
huwa San Gorg. U kbira
kienet I-ewforia meta
smajnieh jitkellem bil-Malti
fl-akbar tul, s’issa li Papa
gatt kellem lill-Maltin bl-
ilsien taghhom.

Meta gejna Malta u
sibna dak ir-rih kollu fuq il-
fosos tal-Furjana, pjazza
mbierka mill-ewwel gaddis
Malti mhux kanonizzat,
nghid ghalija thimt, li dik
ix-xita ta’ Ruma u dak ir-
rih ta’ Malta kienu parti
mit-teologija ta’ San Luqga,
(dak li kiteb fugna u fuq
San Publiju) li dejjem
jiddeskrivi I-migja ta’ I
Ispirtu s-Santu b’raghad,
terremoti u tempesti fil-
bahar. Ezempju ta’
tempesta/grazzja ta’ Alla
ghandna fid-deskrizzjoni
tan-nawfragju ta’ San Pawl
Malta.

Mela Alla ried jurina,
bil-maltemp, li din I-
okkazjoni kienet
Pentecoste, gawmien, migja
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tal-grazzja ghalina I-Maltin.
L-ilma li nizel fugna u
xarrabna wahda nobis, ma
kienx ghajr maghmudija
gdida biex San Gorg Preca
ikun ta’ katalist ghal fidi
aktar hajja. Dik il-fidi i ic-
censiment ricentement
galilna ged tiddghajjef hawn
Malta. San Gorg iridna
naghtuha I-hajja — bit-
taghlim, u bil-koerenza bejn
dak li nemmnu u dak li
naghmlu.

Ferah fuq li ferah il-
Malti jisma’ I-Papa jghidlu,
bil-Malti perfett, li Dun
Gorg huwa missier iehor
wara San Pawl. San Pawl
gabilna I-fidi. Dun Gorg
igibilna it-tishih taghha
meta ged tiddghajjef.

Nahseb gatt ma kien
hemm daqgshekk Maltin fil-
pjazza dags dakinhar. U
gatt ma capcpu u ghollew
lehinhom, kburin, dags dak
il-mument.

ll-gurnata ta’ gabel,
eluf ta’ Maltin honqu I-
Bazilka ta’ Santa Maria
Maggiore, milqughin mill-
amministratur taghha,
Kardinal Law, Amerikan. II-
ftit turisti li setghu jidhlu
malajr indunaw li din
kienet okkazjoni unika,
ghax il-Maltin kienu
okkupaw is-siggijiet kollha
u poggew fl-art, fil-
konfessjonarji, u kull fejn
setghu iserrhu |-gheja
taghhom.

Fil-Bazilka kont gisek
gieghed fl-agwa festa Malta,
ghax kont tiltaga’ ma’ nofs
Malta, kif ukoll ma’ rjus
kbar u rapprezentanza
sabiha ta’ membri tal-
parlament, bil-Kap ta’ I-
Istat u s-sinjuri taghhom. U
jekk fi zmien il-gwerra, fix-
xelters, il-biza’ kienet gabet
il-livellar tal-klassijiet tas-
socjeta, ghax kulhadd
iltaga’ froggha wahda

imhaffra fil-blat, hawn
kien hawn livellar simili,
ghax meta I-Maltin
jiltagghu barra minn
pajjizhom, isiru kollha
hbieb, izjed u izjed,
meta kienu ged jiltagghu
ghal okkazjoni unika
bhal din. Malta ferhet u
d-dinja indunat.

Imma l-isbah
esperjenza kienet il-
Quddiesa ta’
ringrazzjament f'San
Pietru. Bhalma qalli
jumejn gabel wiehed li
kont ged indawru ir-
rikkezzi spiritwali ta’ din
il-Knisja Omm, “Kemm
ghandna Religjon rikka u
sabieha!”

U din il-Knisja, fir-ras
tal-Kattolicizmu, issa kienet
fdata f'idejna I-Maltin,
migburin madwar mijiet ta’
koncelebranti u ma’ I-
isgfijiet taghna u dawk li
jigvernawna (bhalma kienu
prezenti wkoll fil-
Kanonizzazzjoni u fil-
Veglia). U I-Maltin honqu
dik il-Knisja giganteska, u
taw xhieda ta’ twemminhom
b’liturgija fina u gawwija li
gieghlet lit-turisti jieqfu u
josservaw u jiehdu r-
ritratti. Cerimonija li kien
fiha omelija messagg ta’ I-
Arcisqof mimli mhabba u
spirtu — u li spiccat bil-kant
ta’ l-innu Malti minn eluf
ta’ grizem Maltin.

Ruma mort kemm-il
darba, kemm imhabba
studju kif ukoll bhala
xoghol, imma gatt ma hadd
pjacir dags din id-darba.
Ruma nhobbha ghax fiha
hafna rikkezzi u hafna
storja, imma qatt dags din
id-darba, ma rajtha hekk
sabiha u elokwenti, mimlija
Maltin, maghqudin ifahhru
‘| Alla madwar iben umli
taghha, Dun Gorg, ghalliem
u profeta gabel zmienu, li
ged isejhilna biex inqumu
min-nghas li waga’ fugna u
nergghu induru lejn Alla u
s-serjeta’.

Dun Gorg, San Pietru,
Ruma u Malta maghqudin
fmohhi u galbi ghal dejjem.

(P. Norbert Ellul-
Vincenti O.F.M. mar Ruma
b’kortesija ta’ Britannia
Tours)
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informazzjoni

JIRTIRA MALTA

Pietru Pawl Meilag, OFM irritorna lura
Malta g al kollox wara idma twila fil-
missjoni kemm il-Gwatemala u anki I-

onduras. Huwa wettaq diversi idmiet
fil-provin ja, kemm b ala Mastru u
Vigarju Provin jali, kif ukoll fost I-
emigranti Maltin fl-Awstralja u I-Kanada.
lllum Pietru Pawl Meilaq, OFM ¢ andu 85
sena.

KAPITLU TAL-  SAJJAR

Kif deher fl-a ar ar a ta’ L-A BAR,

du
sajar g all-a wa
mill-professjoni  solenni

Joseph Magro u Lorrie Zerafa ged jie
sehem fil-Kapitlu tal-
‘under 10’

San Xmun Lipnica, OFM

[I-Provin elebra

jati
fil-quddies tas-Sibt u |-

| - elebrazzjonitag

flimkien ma’ Mons. Mario Grech, Isqof ta’ G

- ew

f'Porziuncola Retreat House, Ba

tag hom. Dan il-kapitlu ged ji i elebrat
mill-1 sa’ 8 ta’ Lulju fl-Art Imgaddsa.
Anton Farrugia, OFM qged jipparte
b ala membru tal-kummissjoni prepara-
torja g al dan il-kapitlu. Huwa kien ie
mag ul mill-Ministru eneral wara |-
proposta li kien g amel il-Ministru
Provin jal Paul Galea, OFM fisem il-
Konferenza tal-Lingwa Ngliza.

ipa

JIRRINGRAZZJA

II-Ministru  Provin jal Joe Alessandro,
OFMCap jirringrazzja lill-Ministru
Provin jal Paul Galea, OFM u lill-

Komunita’ tar-Rabat g as-servizz li b'tant
enero ita’ offrew fid-Dar ta’ |-Anzjani fl-
Imtarfa matul il-Kapitlu Provin jali i I
provin ja elebratri entement.

San Antonio Galvao, OFM

gaddisin fran iskani  odda

add, 29 u 30 ta’ Settembru 2007.
laq bit-talba ta’ I-G

asar
awdex,

ari - ag aq, 7.30 pm.
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Refurbishment

tas-Seminarju...

Matul ix-xahar ta’ unju, saru
diversi xog olijiet fis-Seminarju tar-
Rabat, fosthom installazzjoni dida
tad- dawl u I-ilma u dehra dida lil
kmamar kollha. Ta’ min jg id ukoll
i fl-ebda kamra ma kien hemm |-
ilma. Xog ollig alihda alFra
Joseph Magro, OFM bl-g  ajnuna
siewjata - ew novizziu - ew
postulanti.

... U I-knisja tal-Belt
Fdawnl-a ar img atn eg bet
mill- did il-knisjatag  na tal-Belt.

B alissa ukoll beda r-restawr tal-
kuridur ta’ I-Antonjani li jag tig al
trig Sant’ Ursola. B’hekk f'dawn |-

a ar sentejn kemm il-kunvent

kollu u I-knisja tlestew mill-
manutensjoni li kienu jen tie u.

Irtir Fran Iskan

Bil-gawwa
ta’ I-Ispirtu
In eddu
l-weg diet
tag na
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Custody. of.the Holy Lang...., o or. 2000

On the 9th of June, the Custody of the Holy Land ce lebrated its Chapter lived a
moment of particular importance and where Fr. Noel Muscat OFM was elected.
During the celebration of Vespers, the friars praye d for and remembered the de-
ceased brothers of the past triennium.

The remembrance of those who preceded us in the wa Ik of faith is frequently
an efficacious stimulus to help us confront the fut ure with faithfulness. Today the
Custody Chapter, looking to the future, chose the n ew Discreets of the Holy Land.
Before the election the chapter members prayed, inv oking the Spirit of the Lord.
They also listened to words of wisdom of St. Franci s, which describe the qualities
of Friars who are proposed to be leaders of their b rothers.

The following were elected: Fr. Gregor Geiger, Fr. Athanasius Macora, Fr. Noel
Muscat, Fr. Rachid Mistrih, Fr. Dobromir Jasztal, a nd Fr. Nicolas Marquez. After
the elections, the new Discreets received congratul ations from all the chapter
members. We wish them the best in serving the other brothers with wisdom and
responsibility!

Immediately after the elections, the Friars walked to the new Church of the
Theotokos (“Mother of God”), built adjacent to the Milk Grotto. A festive Mass was
celebrated there in honor of the Friars who celebra ted their priesthood anniversa-
ries. Fr. Angelico Pilla and Fr. Garret Edmunds cel ebrated 50 and 25 years of
priesthood, respectively. Fr. Angelico, in his homi ly, remembered, with likeable

wittiness, some significant episodes

in his long missionary life. It is al-
ways with gratitude that one cele-
brates faithfulness to their vocation,
which is certainly a gift from God,
but which is also the fruit of a hum-
ble and constant commitment on
the part of man.

The Holy Mass was followed by
a festive lunch at Casa Nova
(Franciscan hotel for pilgrims). The
chapter members warmly received
the Friars celebrating their anniver-
saries, manifesting to them frater-
nity. In the afternoon, after a meet-
ing dedicated to the approval of
some norms regarding the Statutes,
the chapter members participated in
the ceremony of inauguration of the
new Catholic Action Sports Center
of Bethlehem. We would like to
wish Fr. Noel every success in his
new post.

Noel Muscat, OFM jie ul- urament
wara i ie mag ulb ala Deskrit
g all-Kustodja ta’ I-Art Imgaddsa.
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Pope Sends Message to the Friars of the Holy Land

VATICAN CITY, JUNE 5, 2007. Benedict XVI sent his greetings to a meeting of the Fri-
ars Minor of the Custody of the Holy Land, inviting them to anounce
the Gospel evermore effectively in Christ's homelan d.

A telegram was sent on behalf of the Pope by Cardin al Tarcisio Bertone, Vatican secre-
tary of state, to Franciscan Father Pierbattista Pi zzaballa, Custos of the Holy Land.

The Pope assured the Franciscan of his prayers so t hat "this important meeting, faith-
ful to the spirit" of St. Francis, "may respond wit h renewed apostolic zeal to the new
challenges of our times."

The meeting began on Sunday in Bethlehem and gather ed 47 religious, representatives

of all the Franciscans of the Custody. The theme is “Lord, What Do You Want Me to Do

in the Holy Land?"

The telegram expressed the Holy Father's hopes that "this meeting will serve to renew a

generous pastoral commitment in the holy places and proclaim the Gospel evermore

effectively to the faithful of the local communitie s as well as to pilgrims," Vatican Radio

reported.
gikompli minn pa na 24 :
:occasion to meet in a fraternal environment of refl ection and prayer in common, and :
:to come close to the spirit of Francis of Assisi by approaching the places in which the :
:Lord visited him with His grace and infinite mercy — Br. Fernando Uribe guided us to :
:the franciscan places -. :
: Thanks to the Conference of Ministers Provincial o f Italy, which welcomed us to :
:its house. Thanks to the Friars of the Franciscan P rovince of Assisi, who were so at- :
‘tentive to us and gave us so many services. May th e Lord bless you and protect you,

*Your brothers, The Franciscan Cardinals and Bishops
:present at the Meeting
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Still no peace in the Holy Land

The Friars Minor of the Custody of the Holy Land me eting in Chapter in Bethlehem, next to
the Grotto of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ , forty years after the War of June 1967,
note with regret that even today peace does not yet reign in the Holy Land, which remains
torn by the conflict that divides its two Peoples a nd pits them one against the other.

Being in Bethlehem precisely at this time, itis i ncumbent upon us to recall the con-
stant closeness of the Friars Minor to the much tri ed civilian population of this city where
Our Lord Jesus Christ was born, as well as to that of Jerusalem and of other cities of the
Region. Such closeness was in evidence in a particu lar way during the War whose 40th an-
niversary is now sadly being marked. At that time t he Friars gave shelter within their own
establishments to the terrified and needy civilians , aided them, and dissuaded them from
leaving Bethlehem. Such solidarity has never been | acking in the years that have followed,
and is in fact being shown, vigorously and efficaci ously, also during the present — singu-
larly difficult — phase.

The Friars Minors themselves have also experienced in their own persons the dangers
inherent in wartime conditions. This was so forty y ears ago, but then also five years ago.
Indeed five years ago the Friars resisted with hero ic faithfulness the pressures upon them
to abandon the Holy Place of the Nativity. In fact they defended strenuously its deepest sig-
nificance for all humanity.

“Witnesses of Hope,” and called to be “artisans of reconciliation and peace,” we do, at
this Holy Place, renew our promise of fidelity to t he mission entrusted to us by the Church
to safeguard it, and to proclaim and spread its sav ing Message. At the same time — and in-
separably — we likewise renew our commitment to pers evering closeness to the citizens of
Bethlehem.

From Bethlehem, which saw the birth of the Prince of Peace, we raise incessant
prayers that God change all “hearts of stone” into “hearts of flesh.” We pray that the Holy
Spirit guide the “Rulers of the Nations,” inspire t hem to follow more merciful policies, and
guide them along the ways that lead to peace. We pr ay that thus directed from above the
two nations that have in this Holy Land their homel and may live together reconciled, on
the basis of reciprocal recognition of their equal dignity, and of their equal right to security

and freedom.
Bethlehem, 11 June 2007

Awguri lil Noel Muscat, OFM

II-Ministru Provin jal, Fra Paul Galea, OFM kiteb ittra ta’
awguri fiseml-a watal-provin jag alg a lata’Noelb ala

Diskritt tal-Kustodja ta’ I-Art Imgaddsa. Fl-ittra tieg u, il-

Ministru Provin  jal kiteb hekk: “Bla dubju ta’ xejn din I-g ala

tieg ek turi kemm hija apprezzata I- idma li inti ged twettaq fi dan il-Kustodja.
Dan ikomplij id l-isem tajjeb ta' I-a wa fran iskani Maltin li tul is-snin admu
mhux biss b'risq il-Kustodja ta' I-Art Imgaddsa, im ma wkoll f'diversi ogsma ta' I-

Ordnitag na. Jiena nemmen li s-servizz tieg ek ifisser barkiet mis-sema fuq il-
Provin jatag na. Ma'l-awguri, inweg eduk it-talbtag  na.”

Servizz fPorziuncola Retreat House

Pierre Farrugia, OFM fil-  img atli ejjin se jkun Malta fejn se jag ti s-servizz
tieg u matul l-ista  un tas-sajf fPorziucola Retreat House, Ba ari - ag ag. Huwa
se jag mel dan wara li jkun temm xahar ta’ servizz b ala konfessur fil-

Porziuncola, f'Assisi. Pierre gieg ed jag mel l-istudjitieg  u fl-Universita’ ta’ Anto-
nianum, Ruma.
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Fl-okka joni tal-festa ta’ Sant Antnin
Ikla lir-Refu  jati tad-Dar Frate Francesco

B ala Maltin, ilkoll ninsabu
afnram asbin dwar ir-realta’
tar-refu jati fpajji  na. Jidher

ar li hemm traffikar organiz-
zat ta' nies li jridu ja arbu
minn pajji  hom fl-Afrika lejn
[-Ewropa. Disgrazzjatament,
min abba diversi irkustanzi ,
afna minnhom ged ikunu sal-
vatimill-g argafl-ib ra Maltin
ujispi  aw fuq xtutna. llkoll
kemma na konvinti li din
hija problema serja g al
paji na. llkoll kemm a na
konvinti li hija responsabilta’

tal-gvernijiet li jsolvu dan il-

fenomenu ta' mienna. | da
g alinal-insara, jibga' I-fatt li
dawn huma xbiehat t'Alla u
utnab ala bnedmin. Dawn
jiffurmaw parti mill-fogra
tallum. Quddiem din ir-realta’,
a nab alafran iskani rridu
nwettqu is-sej a li [-Ordni ilu
jag melg aldawn l-a ar
snin, biex na  dmu mal-fogra.
B ala Provin ja offrejna ghad-
disposizzjoni ta' ghajnuna
b'risq ir-refu  jati, id-Dar Frate
Francesco ta' Birkirkara. Barra
dan, il-Laboratorju tal-Pa i
fal Far, ukoll joffri spazju
fejnjistg ujoqg odu xi whud
minn dawn ir-refu jati. Kienu

dawn l-istess irkustanzi li

waslu lil fraternita' tal-Belt,

biex din is-sena fl-okka joni

tal-festa ta' Sant'Antnin, bil-

g ajnuna ta' diversi benefat-

turi, offrew ikla u taw xi rigali

lir-residenti tad-dar Frate

Francesco, fis-sala ta - entru

Fran iskan |-Antoniani, fi triq

Sant' Ursula. Kemm ir-

refu jati infushom kif ukoll

dawk li jie du siebhom, ap-

prezzaw afnadanil- est.
gur li mument b al dan ure-

jna bil-fatti xi tfisser I-

im abba u |-karita' nisranija.

Paul, Galea, OFM
Ministru Provin jal
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Kapitlu Nazzjonali ta’
I-Ordni Fran

Iskan Sekular

Nhar is-Sibt u |- add, 26 u 27 ta’ Mejju
2007, in amm it-tielet Kapitlu Nazzjonali
Elettiv tal-Ordni Fran iskan Sekular
fPoziuncola Retreat House, Ba  ari -
ag agq. Ippresidiet il-Kapitlu Ms.

Wilhelmina Visser Pelsa, f'isem il-
Ministru enerali. Fra Martin Pablo
Bitzer, OFMConv., Assistent enerali,
kien ix-xhud. Kienu pre enti wkoll il-
Ministru Provin  jal Fra Paul Galea,
OFM., kif ukoll il-Ministru Provin jal Fra
Joe Alessandro, OFMCap., I-Assistent
Nazzjonali Fra Joe Mamo OFMCov., u
Fra Godfrey Zarb, OFMCap. Id-delegati
mill-g axar fraternitajiet attendew kwa
kollha.

Fil- urnata tas-Sibt, wara li iet
i elebrata I-quddiesa tal-Ispirtu s-
Santu, ing ata bidug all-Kapitlu b’
introduzzjoni mill-

har ingraw ir-rapporti tal-Assistenti
Nazzjonali, finanzjarji u tal-formazzjoni.
L-ewwel wurnataspi  at bit-talb ta’ fil-
g axija.

[I- add saret |-elezzjonig all-
Kunsill Nazzjonali  did. ew eletti
Godwin Vella Clark (Ministru Nazzjon-
ali), Pierre Buttigieg (Vi i Ministru), Joe
Caruana (Segretarju), Franca Zammit
(Kaxxiera), Joyce Zammit (Formazzjoni),
Charles Grech (Kunsillier Internazzjon-
ali) u Tessie Gatt, Emanuel Vella u Peter
Paul Abelab ala membri. Wara l-ikel
saret il-quddiesa u fiha I-membri kollha
tal-Kunsill il-  did taw xhieda flimkien
tas-sej atag homfran iskanaug ar-
riedatag hom li jkunu ta’ servizz g all-
a wa kollha tal-Ordni Fran iskan
Sekular.

Ministru Nazzjonali
Godwin Vella Clark.
Ms. Wilhelmin

wie bet b’'diskors
gasir u I-Ministru
Provin jal Fra Joe
Alessandro indirizza
[-Kapitlug ax ma
setg ax jibga’ jsegwi
peress li kellu
mpenji o ra. Ingara
r-rapport tal-

Ministru Nazzjonali
u wara |-Ministru
Provin jal Fra Paul
Galeag amel in-
tervent qasir gabel

I-ikel. Wara nofsin-

Irtir Inter-Fran

Porziuncola Retreat House, Ba

It-Tnejn sal-

Iskan

ari - ag aq
img a, 5 - 9ta’ Settembru, 2007

P. Michael Camilleri, O.P.
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22nd World Congress
of the Apostleship of the Sea

Pope Benedict XVI is
inviting the Church to be
close to men and women
who live in the "difficult
sector of maritime work."

The Pope said this in
a message sent on his
behalf by Cardinal Tarcisio
Bertone, Vatican secretary
of state, to the 22nd World
Congress of the Apostleship
of the Sea, which is being
held this week to discuss
the challenges of increased
maritime trade and travel.
Fr. Paul Attard, OFM, Port
Chaplain is participating in
this World Congress.

The papal message
invites the participants to
go deeper into "the desires
and the spiritual and
human expectations of the
committed people who live
close to the life of the sea.”

The event, held every
five years, ends Friday, in
the port city of Gdynia,
Poland, neighboring
Gdansk on the Baltic Sea.

This year's theme is
"In Solidarity With the
People of the Sea as
Witnesses of Hope, Through
Proclamation of the Word,
Liturgy and Diakonia."

The Pope said he
hopes that this event serves
to show "ecclesial solicitude
in favor of those who work
in the difficult sector of
maritime work."

The majority of people
who live by or work from
the sea are Catholics who
come from underdeveloped
countries, reported Vatican
Radio.

The Holy Father said

in his message that the
conference is "dealing
with an enormous and
crucial sector, but also
one of the most
dangerous types of
work, as daily news of
catastrophes at sea and
the consequent loss of
human life shows us."

Gospel hope

Archbishop
Agostino Marchetto,
secretary of the
Pontifical Council for
Migrants and Travelers,
which is hosting the
conference, said in the
opening address Monday:
"We want this world
congress to be a time of
reflection, prayer and
sharing that will lift our
spirits and renew our
apostolic zeal."

Cardinal Renato
Martino, president of the
dicastery, spoke today to
express "appreciation for
the important network of
centers of apostolate of the
sea and chaplaincies
around the whole world."

He added his "most
cordial thanks to all those
men and women,
consecrated or lay, who
with their daily efforts offer
sailors a place where they
can feel welcome and
appreciated. The personal
testimony of all of you, of
the hope of the Gospel,
enrich the lives of your
brothers and sisters."

Explaining the event's
importance, Archbishop
Marchetto said on Monday:

Il

AOS WORLD
O EARI N

Gdynmia

"[1ln no other age have we
seen such prosperity,
wealth and technological
advances in the maritime
industry and yet countless
workers of the sea are in
extreme need, as so many
of them are faced with new
forms of slavery in their
living and working
conditions.”

The archbishop
dedicated a portion of his
address to reflect on
Christian hope, saying it is
a clear sign given to all that
followers of Christ are joyful
witnesses of his good news
and grace.

An anchor

The prelate explained
that the Catechism of the
Catholic Church identifies
hope as the sure and
steadfast anchor of the
soul.

He added: "Whenever
in life, we are being tossed
around like a ship by
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violent waves in
dangerous
waters, and we
run the risk of
going adrift,
hope, like an
anchor, is what
allows us to hold
fast, not giving
way to despair
but to persevere
and to find again
our direction and
continue on our
way.

"It is when
we are at our
most weak and
vulnerable, that

God manifests

himself to us in hope. In
fact, its object is the
accomplishment of our
salvation, promised and
brought about by Christ
our savior.

"To give witness to
hope finally means to give
witness to the person of
Jesus Christ, who is
himself our hope and
salvation and the good
news is that whatever the
situation, Jesus will always
lead us to liberation and
safety."

The congress will
feature workshops and

discussions on maritime
topics, such as sustainable
fishing, the needs of the
wives of fishermen to
safeguard the family, and
the pastoral challenges of

the growing cruise industry.

Speakers will include
David Cockroft, general
secretary of the
International Transport
Workers Federation, and
Bishop Pierre Moleres of
Bayonne, France, formerly
the bishop promoter of
France's "Mission de la
Mer" (Mission of the Sea).

Seafarers' Prayer

O Mary, Star of the
Sea, light of every
ocean, guide seafarers
across all dark and
stormy seas that they
may reach the haven of
peace and light
prepared in Him who
calmed the sea.

As we set forth upon
the oceans of the world
and across the deserts
of our time, show us, O
Mary, the fruit of your
womb, for without your
Son we are lost.

Pray that we will never
fail on life’s journey,
that in heart and mind,
in word and deed, in
days of turmoil and in
days of calm, we will
always look to Christ
and say, “Who is this
that even wind and sea
obey him?”

Bright Star of the Sea,
guide us!
Pope John Paul Il

Nawguraw lil Fra Joe Alessandro, OFMCap., li

ie re-elett b ala Ministru Provin

elebrat re entement fis-

isqof, f'tal-Virtu'. B ala
ula dawn l-a

Provin jalili ie
Seminarju ta’ I-Ar
Definituri  ew mag

jal fil-Kapitlu

wa: Martin

Micallef, Effie Mallia, Willam Axiaq u Joseph

Calleja.

Re-elett Ministru Provin jal

Awaguri!

Fra Joe Alessandro, OFMCap.
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ll-varloppa mhux tat-tfal

jew |-ghodda nofs ix-xog

ol

Norbert Ellul-Vincenti, OFM

Darba meta kont
zghir, kien gie plammer id-
dar biex isewwi xi kanen.

Kien ghadhom dawk
il-kanen tal-hadid u mhux
tal-plastic. U trid tarah
jaghmel il-kamin billi
jdawwar forma fuq it-tarf
tal-kanna halli jagta’ dak I-
imbierek kamin. Tghidx
kemm affaxxinani. U ghal
bosta gimghat wara li I-
kanen saru godda, ma
kontx nilghab loghba ohra
ghajr dik ta’ dak li jaghmel
il-kamin fuq il-kanen. U
billi ma kellix I-ghodda
mehtiega kelli nivvintahom
fl-isthajjil ta’ mohhi. U meta
kien jigi xi hadd id-dar kien
jistagsi x'qed naghmel ghax
ma kien jara xejn ghajr
idejja iduru fil-bahh. Kienet
tkun ommi li tispjegalhom li
binha bravu ged isewwi I-
kanen immaginariji.

Trid I-ghodda hej,
biex taqdi s-sengha tieghek.
Kif ridtni nkun plammer
tajjeb jekk ma kellix
ghodda? Tajjeb kienet tghid
ziti, li I-ghodda nofs ix-
xoghol.

Minn meta kont
ghadni zghir, ukoll, kont
niffissa fuq il-kwadru ta’
San Guzepp fil-Knisja tas-
Sacro Cuor, Tas-Sliema.
Kienu jghidu li ghad insir
pittur, ghax dik kienet
pittura ta’ Giuseppe Cali.
Imma jien kont inhares
lejha ghax kont nara dik ic-
cana kollha, ma’ l-art,
innuklat taht sagajn San
Guzepp il-mastrudaxxa.
Dik ic-cana kienet tissarraf
fhobz u ikel ghall-Bambin

u ghal Marija — u xi haga
ghal San Guzepp ukoll. San
Guzepp kellu hafna
kwalitajiet sbieh, imma I-
aktar li kont nghir ghalih
kien ghax hu kien
mastrudaxxa, u kien jista’
juza c-cana.

Imma jien le. Ghalija
ma kienx permess li nuza c-
cana ta’ missieri. Ghax
darba uzajtlu |-varloppa
wara li kien ghadu kemm
sinna, u xellifthielu kollha.
U missieri wissieni, uza li
trid, imma l-varloppa le.

Dik mhux tat-tfal.

Allura I-Bambin kien
jista’ juzaha I-varloppa, jew
bhali kien ipprojbit ghalih li
jagbad il-varloppa u, zlitt,
jghaddi minn fuq l-injam
minghajr ma jisolhu?

Le, il-varloppa mhux
ghat-tfal. “Ara terga’ tmissli
il-varloppa, ghax hazin ikun
ghalik,” kienet it-twissija
cara u definittiva. Kont
nista’ biss noqghod hdejn
missieri meta johrog dik ic-
cana twila twila, u narah
sejjer wahda ‘I hawn u |-
ohra ‘I hemm, ritmu ta’
sinfonija, filwaqt li I-wicc
tat-twavel jinbidel f'nokkIi
irgaq li jidhlu fnofs il-
varloppa u johorgu minn
fug u jagghu ghal ma l-art
fejn jien nerfaghhom u
nressaghom lejn imnifsejja
ha nxomm dak I-injam bnin
u sabih u mdandan f'nokli
mdiehba.

[l-varloppa kenn
aptit enormi. Kollox kienet
tiekol. Imma stonku ma
kellhiex, ghax I-injam
kienet jidhol minn taht u

johrog kollu minn fug, u
ghal isfel.

Mhux l-ewwel darba
li missieri kien jitlobni |-
ghajnuna, u kont inzommlu
t-tavla dritta, imma |-
varloppa gatt, gatt, ma
ergajt missejtha sakemm
miet, u imbaghad bzajt
meta tfajt idejja dissakranti
fugha.

Nosserva lil missieri
fuq ix-xoghol ta’ idejn,
tghallimt hafna snajja li
mbaghad swewli matul haijti
biex immidd idejja kulfejn
ikun hemm bzonn musmar,
gtigh ta’ injam, jew tibjid.
Basta jkolli I-ghodda. Ghax
I-ghodda nofs ix-xoghol u
minghajr ghodda ma
taghmilx xoghol. Ghalhekk
dejjem issibli tornavit,
martell, tnalja u serrieq, u
spiss nigi bzonnhom.

Meta missieri kien
jersaq lejn il-kaxxa ta’ I-
ghodda kien cert mill-
assistenza tieghi. Kont
nosserva kulma jaghmel u
dak li nara kont naghmiu
jien. Kont insammatr,
nisserra, ninvita, ninkolla u
nimmincjotta. Haga biss ma
kontx naghmel: nagbad il-
varloppa u nzerzagha fuq xi
njama sabieha. Il-varloppa
le.

Meta kont zghir kelli
thejjija tajba biex insir
kittieb meta nikber ghax
kont inhobb nosserva. Dak
li nara lil haddiehor
jaghmel, kont inkun irrid li
nitghallem naghmlu jien.

Fi tfuliti, tghallimt
hafna minghand hija I-kbir,
izda l-aktar minghand mis-
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sieri. Kienet I-ghaxga tieghi,
meta nara |-missieri johrog
I-ghodda u jibda jisserra
jew isammar. L-ghaxqga
tieghi, mhux biss ghax kont
naf li dan kien ifisser Ii ni-
sta' nieqaf mill-istudju
minghajr grid jew ammoni-
menti, izda wkoll, ghax |-
attenzjoni tieghi kienet tig-
bed ukoll xi talba biex
inkun ta' ghajnuna. Dan
kien ifisser li ma kontx injo-
rant dagskemm kienu
jghiduli, u li kont niswa
ghal xi haga — biex inzomm
hawn, jew inwahhal hemm,
jew nilga' dan jew nghaw-
weg dik.

L-osservazzjoni hija
oht il-gherf, kif jghidu ghall-
mistogsija, ghax wara kol-
lox, X'inhi |-osservazzjoni
jekk mhux speci ta' misto-
gsija, "X'inti taghmel?" jew
"kif ged taghmel dak li qed
taghmel?" Ghalkemm ma
Ihagtx wiehed mis-seba’
ghorrief tad-dinja, pero’
tghallimt tajjeb nisserra,
insammar u ninkolla.

Haga biss gatt ma
zvelatli I-misteri arkani tax-
xjenza taghha: il-varloppa.

Din kienet taghtini
dehra mill-isbah. Ghad
ghandi quddiem ghajnejja
dik id-dehra ta' missieri
bil-flokk ta' taht, I-gharaq
niezel ma xbinu ghal fuq |-
injam, jincana b'idejh
maghqudin gishom f'sagra-
ment ta' mhabba fuq dik I-
imbierka varloppa gej u se-
jier, gej u sejjer, gej u sejjer,
u ma jehda qatt.

"Pa, ha naghmel ftit
jien," kont nitolbu, im-
sahhar minn dak il-
moviment kwazi-ritwali,
bin-nokkli ta' I-injam itiru
mill-gandott wara x-xafra, u
I-mejda mimlija nokkli sofor
donnha xi annimal gingri.

"Le, dik le," kien
jghidli. ll-varloppa le. Dik
mhix tat-tfal.

Min jaf kemm kont
inhares lejha u mmissha
wkoll, izda gatt nuzaha.
Ghax il-varloppa ma kinitx
tat-tfal, hej, il-varloppa

kellha xi seher. ll-varloppa
kienet delikata. Il-varloppa
kienet mara. Il-varloppa
kienet ta' missieri u tieghu
biss, u hadd ma seta'
jmissha.

U meta kbirt xi ftit u
ssograjt, b'idejn sagrileqi,
nhaddem dik il-kaxxa bix-
xafra tagta' f' nofsha, bdeijt
nisloh I-ghuda, nitghallem
x'jigifieri timxi mal-vina,
x'idejn helwin irid ikollok,
x'sena trid takkwista jekk
trid tincana tajjeb minghajr
ma ttajjar ix-xafra, jew
tisloh l-injam.

Mhux ta' b’xejn il-
poeta kbir taghna Achille
Mizzi ipparaguna ruhu, f
ghanja, ma’ varloppa b’dan
il-kliem:

Varloppa

jien

minn id imxajtna misjuga.
Quddiemi

I-ghekiesi u l-iskaldi
jinkinsu....

Minn go xaqqi

I-ebbes ruvlu johrog nokkli...
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Mons. Robert Camilleri, OFM
fdawn I-a ar jiem  arlill-

a wa kollha tal-provin ja
matul il-ftit jiem li g amel
Malta wara i a sehem fil-

Kungress tal-Kardinali u |-
Isgfijiet Fran iskani li sar
fAssisiri  entement.

Huwa kellu I-possibilta’ li

jitkellem u jiekol fil-

fraternitajiet kollha. L-a wa
kollha apprezzaw din i - jara
ta’ Mons. Robert Camilleri,
OFM.
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