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Communication of the

General Definitory

Preliminary. Since the
January Tempo Forte the
death has taken place [14
February] of Br. Louis
Djama, ofm, of the Prov-
ince of the Incarnate Word
in West Africa. Br. Louis
came to Rome recently to
serve in the General Cu-
ria. The Definitory prayed
for Br. Louis, for his
mother and family and for
the friars of his Province,
and gave thanks to the
Lord for his life and exam-
ple. They also remembered
Br. Fiorenzo Locatelli, ofm,
Minister of the Province of
St Francis Stigmatised in
Tuscany, who was with us
at the gathering of newly-
elected Provincials in
January and died sud-
denly in Florence on 19
February, and prayed for
his eternal rest.

1. Fraternal Exchange.
The members of the Defi-
nitory shared their experi-
ences since the January
Tempo Forte. Br. Jakab
Varnai and the Minister
General described their
visit to the Swiss Custody
and to the Tyrol Province
and the Vienna Province;
Br. Miguel Vallecillo
Martin his visits to Madrid
and Morocco; Br. Luis
Cabrera spoke about a
visit with the Minister
General to the Province of
St. Philip of Jesus in Mex-
ico, a visit to the Francis-
can Centres in Mexico

City, a visit to the Cardi-
nal Landazuri Institute in
Lima with the Secretary
for Formation and Stud-
ies, and a visit with the
Minister General to the
friars of the Province of St.
Francis in Ecuador; Br.
Sime Samac about his
visitation of the Province
of Mostar; Br. Amaral
Bernardo Amaral about
the meeting of the African
Conference in Rabat, Mo-
rocco; Br. Finian McGinn
about his visit of the Croa-
tian Custody in the U.S.A.
and Canada; Br. Mario
Favretto about participat-
ing in the Chapter of Mats
of the Province of Trent,
and spending time, to-
gether with the Minister
Genral, with the formators
of the Holy Land Custody
and with the friars of the
Province of Venice; Br.
Ambrose Van Si about his
visit to Thailand, Myan-
mar and Manila with the
Moderator for Missionary
Evangelization; Br. Juan
Ignacio Muro about his
visit, with the Minister
General, to the Custody of
Campo Grande in Brazil.
The Minister General
shared his reflections on
the visits already referred
to which he had made.

2. Meetings with Confer-
ences of the Order. The
General Definitory re-
flected on its recent meet-
ings with the four Confer-

ences of Latin America: in
February, the meeting
with the Conferences of
Brazil and the Cono Sur in
Sao Paolo, Brazil, and in
March the meeting with
the Conference of Mexico,
Central America and the
Caribbean and the Boli-
varian Conference in
Quito, Ecuador. These
were deemed very positive
and fraternity-building
meetings.

3. Visitation Reports.

The Definitory studied and
discussed the final reports
of the Visitators on the
Canonical Visitation of the
following entities: the
Province of St. Benedict
the African in the Democ-
ratic Republic of the
Congo, the Province of St.
Peter Baptist in the Philip-
pines, the Province of St.
Casimir in Lithuania, the
Province of the Assump-
tion of the B.V.M. in Bra-
zil. A report on the Ca-
nonical Visitation of the
Biblical Institute of Hong
Kong was also received
and discussed.

4. New Entities of the
Order. Decrees establish-
ing new entitites were is-
sued by the Minister Gen-
eral with the consent of
the Definitory. In Mada-
gascar, a Dependent Cus-
tody of the Province of St.
Francis (Nairobi) was es-
tablished, with the title of




the Immaculate Concep-
tion of the B.V.M. In the
Philippines an Autono-
mous Custody under the
title of St. Anthony of Pa-
dua was established in the
south of the country from
territory that formerly be-
longed to the Province of
St. Peter Baptist. The Min-
ister General also an-
nounced that a Dependent
Custody of the Province of
St. Thomas the Apostle in
India will be established
through a division of the
present territory of the
Province.

5. Visitators.  The Defini-
tory appointed: Br. Austin
McCormack of the English
Province of the Immacu-
late Conception as Visita-
tor to the Province of St.
Paul Apostle in Malta and
the Foundation of Libya;
Br. Peter Zan of the Slovak
Province of the Holy Savior
as Visitator to the Founda-
tion of St. Francis in Rus-
sia and Kazakhstan, Br.
Gerard Moore of the Prov-
ince of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe in Central America
as Visitator to the Mexican
Province of the Holy Gos-
pel; Br. Damiano di Ste-
fano of the Province of St.
Bernardine of the Abruzzi
in Italy as Visitator to the
Province of the Assump-
tion of the B.V.M. in

Lecce, Italy; Br. Marcio
Luis Costa of the Custody
of the Seven Joys in Brazil
as Visitator to the Province
of the Holy Faith in Co-
lombia; Br. Frank Jasper
of the Province of St. John
the Baptist in the U.S.A.
as Visitator to the Province
of the Sacred Heart, also

in the U.S.A.

6. Annual Report of the
Procurator’s Office. Br.
Francesco Bravi, Vicar
General and General
Procurator, and Br. Valen-
tino Menegatti, Secretary
of the Procurator’s Office,
presented the report for
2006 on the matters they
treated, on behalf of the
Order, with the Holy See.
The General Definitory
discussed the report with
them and approved it.

7. Particular Statutes.
Various Provinces had
presented modifications in
their particular statutes.
The General Definitory ex-
amined these in conjunc-
tion with the observations
of the Juridical Commis-
sion of the Order and
made decisions about
them.

8. Upcoming Meetings
and Events. The Defini-
tory heard progress re-
ports on some upcoming
gatherings from their pre-
paratory groups. Among
these were:

* the Chapter of Mats in
the Holy Land for Friars
“under 10” (less than 10
years solemnly professed);
* the International Con-
gress for Moderators of
Ongoing Formation in Oc-
tober, for which the In-
strumentum Laboris and
timetable were approved;
* the Eighth Centenary of
the Founding of the Order,
for which a DVD project
was approved by the Defi-
nitory.

* An initial discussion also
took place regarding the
next General Chapter,

which takes place in 2009.

9. Financial Matters.

* The Definitory examined
and approved the closing
balances at the end of the
2006 financial year for the
houses dependent on the
Minister General.

* In the light of the greatly
augmented workload of
the Office of the General
Treasurer because of the
work projects now com-
mencing in Rome and in
order to facilitate external
auditing procedures some
modifications in the time-
table of the office were
agreed.

* The financial quota pay-
able by those who live in
the Ven. Gabriele Allegra
Fraternity of the Anto-
nianum was studied by
the Definitory and princi-
ples of annual revision es-
tablished.

10. Development Office.
The Director of the Devel-
opment Office, Br. Moisés
Gutierrez, presented his
plans for the Office and
discussed them with the
Definitory. Decisions were
made regarding priorities
and structures.

11. Administrative Deci-
sions . In the course of the
two weeks the Definitory
examined many adminis-
trative files from the Of-
fices of the Curia and
made determinations in
their regard.

12. Financial Requests.
The Definitory considered
various recommendations
submitted by the Commis-
sion for Financial Re-




guests and made deci-
sions about them.

13. 2006 Extraordinary
General Chapter.  The De-
finitory shared on how the
message of the Chapter
was being communicated
and assimilated around
the Order, and how the
Final Document can be
more effectively received
by the friars. The final sets
of minutes of the Chapter,
which the chapter had left
to the Definitory to ap-
prove, were dealt with and
sent, with other out-
standing material, to
Chapter Secretary Br.
Miran Speli , who will su-

pervise the publication of
the Chapter Acta.

14. Other Engagements.

» The weekend in the mid-
dle of the Tempo Forte
(March 16 — 18) was de-
voted to a Chapter of Mats
of the houses dependent
on the Minister General.
The houses in Istanbul,
Brussels and Waterford
(USA) were represented for
the first time. The Chap-
ter's goal was to absorb
the message and dynamic
of the 2006 General Chap-
ter.

* The Definitory met, as is
now customary, with the
General Council of the

Franciscan Missionaries of
Mary on Saturday March
24 and shared experiences
and insights on the topic
of the service of authority.
* Monday, March 19th,
Solemnity of St. Joseph,
being the Name Day of the
Minister General, the Defi-
nitory celebrated the feast
with the Curia fraternity
and with friars and guests
from the City and beyond,
wishing our Brother Min-
ister strength, joy and ful-
fillment in his demanding
service.

Br. Sean Collins, ofm
Secretary General

Kapitlu Provin

jali 2008

Austin McCormack, OFM (Visitator General)

Franciscan Friary
Sample Oak Lane
Chilworth

Surrey GU4 80QR

Dear Paul,

Greetings from Chilworth!
| have just received letters of appointment as Gen

ince from our General Curia.

I know this is an honor and privilege, at the same

had this responsibility, | have no little trepidati

eral Visitator for your Prov-

time, as one who has never
on in accepting.

Please convey my good wishes to ail the brethren, and assure them th at |

wish to do all that | can to help and be of service
Province of St. Paul has a long and rich history an
and the world, and | look forward to hearing more a

heritage.

May | ask you to proceed with arrangements for the

Chapter, letting me know a proposed time-schedule.
here in Chilworth, but that need not cause any diff

understand from Finian that the Chapter is schedule
As we have our own Province Chapter in July 2008 th
Perhaps you could also let me know the opportune t

mally to the Province, initiating procedures for th

| enclose a copy of the letter of appointment.
Trusting that you are well, and looking forward to

during this important time. Our
d tradition of serving the Church
nd sharing your fraternal

Visitation, Elections and

Currently, | am Parish Priest
iculties with regard to timing. |
d for some time in May 2008.
at should suit well.

ime for me to write for-

e Visitation.

meeting up with you again.




T

FR. JOSEPHUS RODRIGUEZ CARBALLO
TOTIUS ORDINIS FRATRUM MINORUM MINISTER GENERALIS
ET HUMILIS IN DOMINO SERVUS

DECREE

To our dear Brother in Christ
BR. AUSTIN Mc CORMACK, OFM
of our Province of the Immaculate Conception, in th e England.

May the Lord give you peace!

Confident of your suitability, having consulted the General Defi-
nitorium in its session of the 15 th March 2007 and obtained its
consent, in virtue of this decree

| ELECT AND APPOINT YOU

GENERAL VISITATOR
TO THE PROVINCE OF ST. PAUL APOSTLE,
IN MALTA,
AND | DELEGATE TO YOU ALL THE FACULTIES
REQUIRED FOR THIS OFFICE.

Therefore, in virtue of this decree, | entrust to you the following tasks:

1. To visit the Friars resident in the Province of St. Paul Apostle, in Malta,
in Accordance with the norms contained in the Statutes -for the Visitation ofa
Province and the Presidency of the Chapter;

2. To visit also the Friars who serve in the Mission of Libya which is de-
pendent on the Province of Malta and to report on their situation;

3. To supervise the preparation of the Provincial Chapter of the Province of
St. Paul Apostle and to preside over the same Chapter in accordance with
the prescriptions of the General Constitutions and the General and Particu-
lar Statutes;




4. To preside over the Capitular Congress;

5. To confirm the elections carried out in the Provincial Chapter and in the
Capitular Congress, in accordance with the prescriptions of the General
Constitutions art. 184 § 1;

6. To ensure that the Acts of the elections, drawn up in the proper manner,

and whatever else requires the approval of the General Definitorium are
sent as soon as possible for that approval in accordance with the prescrip-
tions of the General Statutes art. 165 8§ 1;

7. To write an accurate report of the Visitation regarding the state of the
Province in accordance with the norm of the Statutes for the Visitation of a
Province and Presidency of a Provincial Chapter and to send it to the Minis-
ter General together with the forms which will be consig.l1ed to you;

8. Once the elections have been carried out, both in the Chapter and in the

Capitular Congress, to take care to send to the Minister General the addi-

tional documents, signed by both the outgoing and the incoming Provincial

Definitors and bearing the seal of the Province, confirming that the Chapter

and the Capitular Congress have been celebrated in accordance with the
law.

Given at the General Curia of the Order of Friars Minor, on the 19
March 2007, Solemnity of Saint Joseph, husband of the Blessed Virgin
Mary .

Br. Jose Rodriguez Carballo, OFM
Minister General

Br. Sean Collins, OFM
Secretary General

Br. Austin Mc Cormack, OFM
The Friary

Sample Oak Lane

Chilworth

Guilford Surrey

GU4 8QR

ENGLAND
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ll-missjoni tal-Libja

ITTRA TAL-MINISTRU PROVIN JAL
LILL-MINISTRU ENERAL

Prot. No. 200703/ 17

Very Rev. Minister General

Fr. Jose’ Rodriguez Carballo ofm
General Curia O.F.M.

Via Santa Maria Mediatrice 25
00165 Rome

Italy.

9th March 2007

Dear Minister General,

Greetings from Malta. First of all, | want to expr ess my deepest sympathy for
the death of our Brother Fiorenzo Locatelli. For m e he remains a point of reference
for his presence during the two General Chapters that | participated.

During the last two weeks of February, our Broth ers from in the mission in
Libya, at their own request, were our guests for a few days of recollection in
preparation for the Lenten Season. On our part as t he Maltese Province, we
offered accommodation , spiritual talks and cult ural moments. As far as | know,
they appreciated our attention and input.

From my personal perception, | think that such mee tings should take place
more than once a year. Life in Libya its not easy. During our meetings they
described how hard it is to preserve the Franciscan spirit both in their daily life
and during pastoral work. They are of the opinion, that it's time for a renewal
agreement between the Church in Libya and the Order . They think that the Order
should give more attention to the mission in Libya. Also they think that their
respective Provincials should have a clearer pictu re of the type of mission in
Libya that is required.

I think it's time that we try to find some time fo r a visit in Libya together with
the Secretary General for the Missions. | want al SO0 to give you our best greetings
and promise you our prayers for your feastday, t he feast of Saint Joseph.
Fraternally

Fr. Paul Galea ofm
Minister Provincial

http://catholicchurchlibya.com




ITTRA TA” MONS. GIOVANNI MARTINELLI
LILL-MINISTRU PROVIN JAL

M.R. e caro Padre Paolo,
“ Il Sigore ti doni la Sua Pace!”

Grazie di cuore della copia dell'e-mail inviato a | P. Generale che sollecita da
parte sua un’attenzione rinnovata alla nostra miss ione in Libya. Nonostante tante
buone promesse vedo che non é facile dalla Curia Ge nerale poter rispondere alla
nostre attese. Immagino che ci sono forse in questo momento situazioni piu
urgenti. Ma ho fiducia che presto ci sara una risp osta.

Grazie anche della fraterna accoglienza e del gene roso rinnovamento
spirituale offerto ai confratelli di Benghazi e Tri poli... & stato provvidenziale e molto

apprezzato da tutti. Rendo grazie a Dio e alla Pro vincia tutta che non manca di
esserci vicino come e quando puo alle sfide di ques ta missione.

Il Signore vi ricompensi rinnovando le vostre energ ie con lo stimolo alla missione.
Vi assicuro la unita nella preghiera in questo tem po di Quaresima invocando
dal Datore di ogni bene la benedizione su tutti i F rati della Provincia.

Dev.mo in Domino
+Mgr.Giovanni Martinelli, ofm

ITTRA TA” MONS SYLVESTER MAGRO
LILL-MINISTRU PROVIN JAL

Very Rev. Fr. Paul,

| am pleased to tell you that the Friars returning to Benghazi (and Tripoli)
after their week of recollection and change of envi ronment in Malta, were of one
accord regarding the welcome they received from the brethren in Malta.

You personally received them with the Franciscan c harity and even found
time to accompany them on their visit through Valle tta.

My expression of gratitude goes also to Fr. Ivo To nna, Fr. Marcello Ghirlando,
Fr. Norbert Ellul Vincenti, Fr. Anton Farrugia, Fr. Julian Sammut, Fr. Sandro
Overend, Fr. Charles Grech and Fr. Alfred Sciberras , who, each in his own way,

gave their best lectures, recollections and assista nce to brothers serving in this
Apostolic Vicariate.

May St. Francis our common Father in Christ, bless our Province with more
vocations and with the spirit of brotherhood which binds us as one family in his
name.

Thank you.

May the Lord grant you his peace!

+Mgr. Sylvester Magro, ofm

Libyan authorities return Tripoli church

Although March 9 was a rainy day, a congregation ab out 300 strong, including serveral
Maltese, turned up for historical significant cerem ony in the heart of Tripoli: the reopening
of the oldest Catholic church in Libya. Its origin back to 1680. At that time the
Franciscans, who were in the country to take care o f Christian slaves and lived with them,
received, as a gift, their first “residence” consis ting of two large rooms and a chapel which
they dediicated to Our Lady of the Angels. This cha pel was rebuilt and enlarged in the
course of time, in order to cater for the growing C hristian community. Closed and
abandoned after the Great September revolution, the church was recently restored.




Mons. Giovanni Martinelli
Mons. Silvestro Magro
Prov. Fr. Paul Galea
Pace e bene!

Cari confratelli nel Signore,

Abbiamo ricevuto, il Ministro generale e il sottos critto per conoscenza, la
lettera del Ministro Provinciale di Malta nella qua le fr. Paul Galea esprime la
convinzione e la proposta che & tempo di rinnovare e precisare la Convenzione tra
la Chiesa in Libya e I'Ordine dei Frati Minori, del 12 gennaio 2001 (Prot. n.
090070). In occasione dell'incontro che abbiamo avu to in Curia generale tra i
Vicariati e le Province interessate, abbiamo avuto modo di riflettere insieme sulla
medesima necessita che € ormai avvertita da tutti, dai Frati in primo luogo, e poi
dai Vescovi e dal Provinciale. Ci eravamo anche pro posti di trovare qualche giorno
attorno alle feste pasquali per incontrarci in Liby a 0 a Malta per discuterne
concretamente. Putroppo i vari impegni non permetto no di rispettare questo primo
proposito. Avendo pero il consenso di tutti - e il Ministro generale in primis
sostiene questa revisione - e per non rimandare tro ppo la questione che ci sembra
urgente, vi proponiamo concretamente il seguente ca mmino di riflessione

1. Nei prossimi mesi entrera in funzione il Visit atore generale per la Provincia
di Malta, il quale avra anche l'incarico di visitar e le due fraternita di missionari che
sono in Libya, e cio potra offrire elementi utili p er tutti noi.

2. Intanto inziamo la nostra riflessione. Propongo che ciascuno per la sua
parte (Provinciale di Malta, Vescovi, Fraternitd) m ettano per iscritto le proprie
proposte per migliorare la
Convenzione in modo da aiutare la vita e la mission e dei Frati e l'attivita dei
Vicariati.

Nelle proposte penso che si debbano considerare al meno i punti seguenti: la
promozione delle vocazioni missionarie per la Libya , la preparazione dei
missionari, la formazione permanente dei Frati in Libya in comunione e con |l
sostegno della Provincia di Malta, le relazioni tra i Frati e i Vicariati. E poi la vita
concreta suggerira altri punti di riflessione.

Queste proposte potete inviarle via e-mail al sott oscritto, a Roma. Posso fare
un lavoro di coordinamento, di sintesi se opportuno , per poi rimandarvi un testo
pit completo che sara il frutto delle riflessioni e delle proposte di tutti. Ciascuno
prendera visione del primo risultato e potra inviar mi le proprie considerazioni, sia
positive che negative.

3. Nei giorni 22-23 settembre 2007 il Ministro ha stabilito la visita in Libya,
accompagnato dal sottoscritto. In quella occasione il Ministro desidera che siano
presenti il Provinciale di Malta, le loro Ecellenze i Vescovi e i nostri Frati. Lo scopo
della visita sara di inocontrarci tutti insieme (pi u che di visitare i luoghi), sia a
Tripoli sia a Benghazi. In quella occasione potremo definire le nuove disposizioni
concordate con la presenza e il sigillo del Ministr 0 generale.

Spero che questa proposta possa essere di vostro g radimento. Iniziare questo
tipo di riflessione & gia iniziare a ri-animare la vita e la missione nei nostri due
Vicariati.

Approfitto di questa occasione per augurare a tutt i @ a ciascuno uno spedito
cammino quaresimale per arrivare insieme a vivere | a gioia e la novita della vita del
Risorto.

Fraternamente,

fr Vincenzo Brocanelli




“Kontil- absug amiltu
XI a ag alja”

Albert Gauci, OFM

Il- abs Statali ta’ Olaueho Fran iskani mhix a a komuni konna ged nadmu u tanaekk

jinsab f'Juticalpa. ie mibnixi lijinda lu biex jibnu abs, ta’ 3 miljun Lempira. In-Nies
mitt sena ilu gal 90 absi. pero fil-Honduras tidol ta’ Olaueho bdew jiu fil-fagar
lllum, 427 rael jinsabu jgixu tag mel pro etti li forsi fMalta tag hom — min jagti img a
f'gallinar fejn id-dawl elettriku langas biss tdom bihom. xog ol, min jag mel il-bricks,
jingata’ kwazi kuljum, l-ilma L-Isqgof ta’ Olaueho, min jorbot il- adid u min iorr
jasal biss darbtejn fiimg a u Mons. Mauro, ofm tana I-barkar-ramel u xax minn xmara fil-
meta tid ol, ikun ser iossok tieg u. Membru attiv tal- grib.
a in bl-intiena li teisti. Mal- parro a tana bi a art kbira lum 13-il xahar wara, I-
urnata, saba si ata’ immens. Ininier u arkitett abs Statali sar
dubbien u mal-lejl, mill-parro a admu xahar ennata li nagra, nagrajja

impossibli torqod bin-nemus. s i biex g amlu I-pjantigal fsensiha. Gad bagalna
Jorqdu sitta, sitta, wied fuq |- sbatax il-bi a binigal 800 x’nag mlu pero’ naseb li gisu
ie or u t-tnejn u goxrin minn-  absi — elel, kamra tal-ikel ~ 80% mix-xog ol lestejnieh.
hom morda bl-AIDS. immens, kina, uffi ini, G ad bagalna onn I-

ll- abs jinsab fil- workshops fejn absi jista’ g ajnuna tagkom. It-talb
parro a Santa Gertudis. Din jitg allem senga, 150 toilets utag kom g ad g andna
il-parro a g andha Apostolat fejn jin aslu, bir ta’ 120 metru b onnu, biex xi darba, Kristu,
tal- abs organizzat sewwa. u anke fejn jilgabu I-football u li fOhaueho ged jgix o

Kull nhar ta’ Sibt hemm basketball. Maenbu abs tan- gallinar tal- adid, ikollu post

guddiesa u wara |-quddiesa nisa g al 60 mara. Ma dan di enti fejn jg ix.

jitgassmu wejje , ikel, kollu ie il-budget...16-il A na I-Franiskani

sigaretti, mediina u affarijiet miljun Lempira — kwai miljun nemmnu li lil bniedem,

o ra. Dollaru ji ifieri aktar minn min abba irkustanzi tal- ajja,

| da wara 24 sena ioru Lm300,000. tista’ te odlu I-liberta’ tieg u.

lil Kristu wara bibien tal-adid, Fl-a artas-senal-o0a, Pero’ add ma gandu d-dritt

assejna li ma stajniex Di embru 2006, bi 3000 jisraqg id-dinjita’ ta’ persuna.

inkomplu hekk. Bdejna rossu Lempira f'idejna (!!)
li Kristu xtaqg ferm iktar minna bdejna nnaddfu l-art,
barra ikel, sigaretti uwejje in affru u nagtu I-konkos.
u ati. Wagafna ngaddsu I- Kull nhar ta’ add, tlielaq
guddiesa u ma bgajniex ta - wiemel, lied tal-klieb
inkantaw. assejna misija (ming ajr ma’ jmut l-ebda
kbira, quddiem skandlu kontrakelb!), tombli, fieri u
kull dritt uman li la I-Gvern, la kulma ji inafmo na
I-politi iu langas il-Knisja, biex inda luxi a a. Xi
gatt ma ppruvaw isolvu. patrijiet Franiskani saru
G amilna 6 xhur sa jafu u bagtu xi flus. Il-
biex ingajmu kuxjenza ma MISSION FUND beda
Olaueho kollu dwar il-gagda jg in ukoll. Fix-xahar ta’
skandalua tal- abs. Omeliji ta’ unju, I-President tal-
nhar ta’ add, programmi tar- Honduras, Mel Zelaya,
radju, priedki u artikli fuq veru asadna gax illandja P et N
gazzetti. Veru li anke @ll- bil- elikopter eatt fejn caresnaass o

i W "J_._.-_
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Fra wann Micallef u Fra Godfrey Micallef
j  elebraw

50 sena presbiteri

Twieled ir-Rabat (Malta) fil-19 ta’ tieg ug altlietsninb  ala superjur
Di embru 1931. 1I- enituritieg u fid-Dar li I-Provin  jag andha
kien jisimhom Francis u Vincenza, fLondra. Bejn 1970 - 1978, huwa
nee’ Camilleri. Huwa ng agad mal- rritorna Malta u g al tmien snin kien
Patrijiet Minuri fit-19 ta’ Settembru g alliemtar-reli jon uta’l-istudji
1948. In-novizzjatg  amlu fil- so jali, f'Dingli Junior Secondary
kunvent tal-fran  iskani fG awdex. School. Wara huwa kien fil-fraternita’
Sena wara, fit-25 ta’ Settembru ta' G awdex, fejn fost wejje o ra
1949, wettaq
g amelil- —— idma
Professjoni pastorali
Sempli i.L- | fost il-
impenns | komunita’
tieg u fil- ngli a. Ta’

ajja minjg id
kkonsagrata ukoll li fil-11
bil- ta’ Ottubru
Professjoni 1959, meta
Solenni, P. Godfrey
g amilha fit- kien sejjer
28ta’ iwettaq
Di embru idma
1952. Huwa missjunarja

ie ordnat fl-Amerika
presbiteru Latina,
fis-6 ta’ April huwar ieva
1957 mill- s-salib tal-
Ar isqgof misjoni
Mons. Mikiel ming and il-
Gonzi fil- Beatu
Konkatidral wanni
ta’ San XXIII.

wann, il- Fra Godfrey Micallef, OFM Minflok
Belt Valletta. huwa

Bejn 1987 - 1993, P. nbag atjag tiservizz il-Kanada.

Godfrey kien kappillan tal-Komunita’ Attwalment huwa fil-fraternita’ tar-
Maltija, fil-parro a Christ the King, Rabat, Malta.

Lockleys, Adelaide, S. Australia. G al
sittax il-sena kien Associate Pastor
filkparro ata San Pawl, Toronto, il-
Kanada. Imbag ad huwa ta s-servizz




Twieled f'Santa Venera fil-11 ta’

Di embru 1931. 1I- enituritieg u
kien jisimhom Vincent u Adelina,
nee’ Barbara. Huwang agad mal-
Patirijiet Minuri fit-30 ta’ Settembru

ukoll Vigarju tal-kunventi tal-Belt u
tal- amrun. G al aktar minn 20
sena kien sagristan, direttur
spiritwali tal-Le  jun ta’ Marija,
attwalment Kappillan tas-Sorijiet

1947. In-novizzjatg  amlu fil- Fran iskani tal-Qalb Bla Tebg ata’
kunvent tal-fran  iskani fG awdex. Marija (ta’ I-E  ittu). gurliP. wann
Sena wara, huwa
fit-2 ta’ apprezzat
Ottubru afnag all-
1948, in twil li
g amelil- jg addi fil-
Professjoni konfessinarju
Sempli i. L- fejn
impenns | jamministra
tieg u fil- s-Sagrament

ajja tal-Ma fra.
kkonsagrata Huwaj uruu
bil- jwassal lil
Professjoni esu’ lill-
Solenni, morda. Ta’
g amilha fit- minjg id
28 ta’ ukoll li
Di embru pre entement
1952. Huwa huwa I-

ie ordant konfessur
presbiteru tat-tfal tal-
fis-6 ta’ April M.U.S.E.U.M.
1957 mill- Fl-img oddi
Ar isqof Fra wann Micallef, OFM huwa kien
Mons. Mikiel konfessur

Gonzi fil-Konkatidral ta’ San
il-Belt Valletta. L-ewwel quddiesa
elebrha

wann,

solennitieg u,P. wanni
fil-knisja ta’ San Fran isk, il-
amrun, fit-28 ta’ April 1957.
Fra wann wettaq diversi
idmiet fi
danil-
Provin ja
Fran iskana,
kemmb ala
Mastru tal-
Postulanti u
diversi drabi
Sekond-
Mastru ta’ I-
Istudenti.
Huwa kien

tas-sorijiet li jg  ixu
kunventi
0 ratas-sorijiet, fl-iskejjel ta’ I-istat,
ffabbrika, wienet, g asses tal-
pulizija, tax-xufiera tal-karozzi tal-
linja u fil-familji. G al tliet snin kien
2 rettur tal-

kappella
tal-
Madonna
ta’ Liesse,
il-Belt.
¥ Attwalment
d huwa fil-
fraternita’
tal-

amrun.

ajja klawstrali u




Marija u l-Ewkaristija
elebrata u adorata

Anton Farugia, OFM

L-Ewkaristija hija |-
g anul-qu atatal- ajja
kollha nisranija  (Lumen
gentium, 11)utag laqir-
riti tas-sagramenti tal-
bidu. Dawk li permezz tal-
Mag mudija ew
img olljag ad-dinjita’
tas-sa erdozju rjali u fil-
Gri ma saru jixb  u aktar
lil Kristu, il- midluk tal-
Mulej, fi - elebrazzjoni ta’
I-Ewkaristija jie  du sehem
mal-komunita’ kollha nis-
ranija fl-istess Sagrifi ju
ta’ Kristu.

Marija hija pre
mal-Knisja f'kull

elebrazzjoni Ewkaristika.
Mhux ta’ b’xejn li sa mill-
gedem, kemm fil-Knisja
tal-Lvant kif ukoll f'dik tal-
Punent, il-Madonna
tissemma fit-Talba
Ewkaristika. Hekk fil-
Kanone Ruman a na
n eddu bil-gima t-titkira
tal-glorju a dejjem Ver ni
Marija, omm Alla u Sidna
esu’ Kristu.
II-Madonna hija

enti

pre entifi - elebrazzjoni
ta’ [-Ewkaristijag  aliex
kienet pre entifil- rajja

kollha tal-fidwa. Nistg u
ng idulifi - elebrazzjoni
Ewkaristika, il-Knisja
tag meltag ha l-Kantiku
evan elikuta’ Marija: Ru i
tfa aril-kobor tal-Mulej u
trodd ajrlilAllag all-
g e ubijietlig amelfl-
istorja tas-salvazzjoni.

B all-Kantiku ta’
Marija nfatti, I-Ewkaristija

hija gabel xejn att ta’ tif ir
uradd-il  ajr lil Alla |-
Missier, bi Kristu, ma’

Kristu u fi Kristu  flimkien
ma’ I-Ispirtu s-Santu.
Kemm il-Kantiku ta’
Marija kif ukoll i -
elebrazzjoni ta’ I-
Ewkaristija, jfakkru I-

g e ubijietlig amelil-
Mulej fl-istorja tal-fidwa
tag na.

Marija tfa aril-

kobor tal-Mulejg  all-
wejje kbarlig amel
mag ha s-Setg ani. F'kull
elebrazzjonia na
n abbru I-mewt tal-Mulej,
inxandru bil-fer il-
gawmien tieg u,
nistennewh sa ma ji
glorja. Imma jekk i -
elebrazzjonita’ I-
Ewkaristija edded il-
misteru tal-mewt u |-
gawmien tal-Mulej, fl-
istess waqt nistg u
ng idu li tkompli wkoll il-
misteru ta’ I-Inkarnazzjo-
ni.

i fil-

Marija hija I-Ver  ni
li tisma’ u tilga’ bil-fidi I-
Kelma t'Alla. L-g aref
Santu Wistinjg  id i I
Madonna nisslet fi danha
I-Verb tAllag aliex
emmnetug alhekk
weldet. Mimlija bil-fidi,
Marija I-ewwel nisslet fil-
galb u wara fil-  uf hekk li
setg ettg idlilan lu:
Hawn hi |-qgaddejja tal-
Mulej, a jkun minni
skond kelmtek. (Lqg 1,38).

Dan hue attament

dak litag melil-Knisja
mi burafi - elebrazzjoni
tal-misteri gaddisa meta
fil-Litur  ija tal-Kelma,
b al Madonna tisma’ u
tilga’ bil-fidi I-Kelma tal-
Mulej, ixxandarha,
tag tiha gima u tqas-
sambha lill-fidili b ala ob
tal- ajja (ara Marialis Cul-
tus, 17). G aldagstant
kemm tkun  a afwaqtha
li -mejda tal-Kelma — |-
ambone -ji  ejjen bix-
xbieha ta’ Marija, dik li
aktar minn kul add sem-
g etil-Kelma t'Alla u
g amlithaf  ajjitha.
Fit-twelid u t-tfulija

ta’ esu’, I-Madonna tof-
friina ew atte jamentili
ma nistg ux ma

nag mluxtag na meta
nie dusehemfi -
elebrazzjonita’ I-
Ewkaristija: I-im abba u I-
offerta tas-sagrifi ju.
Fl-g arta’ Betlehem,
Marija tidher quddiemna
b alae empju mill-isba
ta’ m abba meta tikkon-
templa |-wi ta’  esu’ i
kieng adu kemm twieled

minnha filwaqt i kejken
tarbija, ommu f'dirg a-
jpaut addnumag ha

(ara Ecclesia de Eucharis-
tia, 55).

Fil-pre entazzjoni tal-
Mulej  esu’ fit-tempju,
nistg ung idulil-
Madonna g exet minn ga-
bel I-offerta Ii ti edded
fi - elebrazzjonita’l-
Ewkaristija fuq l-altar, il-




mejda tas-sagrifi ~ juuta’
l-ikla tat-tie  tal- aruf.
G alhekk l-altarg andu

forma ta’ mejda u ma-
enbu jew fuqu jitgieg
il-Salib.
Min abba li Marija
ma kellhiex mnejn tixtri
aruf, San Luqga jinnota |-
offertatag hata’ par
gamiem jew ew b ie en
kif jing ad ukoll fil-Li i tal-
Mulej (Lq 2,24). Imma n-
nuggas ta’  aruf fil-
pre entazzjonita’ esu
fit-tempju mhuwiex sem-
pli iment frott tal-
kundizzjoni fqajra tal-
familja ta’ Nazaret.
B ala teologu tajjeb
lig araf jinterpreta din il-
rajja bir-reqga, San Luga
jurina li -Madonna ma
xtratx arufg axil-
veru kien l-istess binha
esu’ li hija kienet ged tof-
frih lil Alla. esu’ tarbija
kiengedji ipre entat fit-
tempju, fl-istennija li ji [
sagrifikat fuq is-salib
g all-ma fratad-dnubiet.
Aktar ‘il quddiem,

ed

aruf

fit-tie ta’ Kana, nistg u
ng idu li Marija tanti ipa
s-sieg ata’ esu — i

kienetg adha ma waslitx
-meta g all-kelma tag
[-Mulej jibdel I-ilma fi nbid
bning all-festa tat-tie
(ara w2,1-11).

L-ilma li kien hemm
fil- arar g all-purifikazz-
joni tal-Lhud kien sinjal
tal-Patt il-Qadim li issa

esu’ jibdel fl-inbid, sinjal
tad-demm tal-Patt il- did
imxerred fuq is-salib
g all-ma fra tad-dnubiet.

L-abbundanza ta’ I-
ilma mibdul finbid — ak-
tar minn 500 litru - turina
lif esu'lisarbniedem fil-

uf ta’ Marija, kienet was-

ha

letil-miljata - minijiet. L-
ilma g all-purifikazzjoni
tal-Lhud ma kienx hemm
aktarb onnu, g axil-Patt
il-Qadim issa kien se jag -
mel il-wisa’ g all-Patt il-

did li jibga’g al dejjem.

L-g arajjes li jekk

ninnutaw tajjeb, fit-tie
Kana ma jissemmew qatt
huma fil-fatt esu’ u
Marija, I- mara li tipper-
sonfika I-poplu ta’l  rael.
Tant hu hekk li I-kelmiet i
[-Madonna qalet lill-
gaddejja: ag mlu kull ma
jg idilkom Hu jtennu I-
kliem li I-poplu ta’ | rael
gal lil Mose’ fil-
Patt il-Qadim tas-
Sinaj: Kull ma
galilna I-Mulej
nag mluh. (E
24.3).

ta’

Is-sieg au
I-glorja tant
g eie g all-
evan elista San
wann, jg aqdu

flimkieni - ew
rajjiet tal-
Kalvarju u ta’
Kana fejn  esu’

wera’ |-glorja

tieg u u d-dixxipli
tieg uemmnu fiH .
( w2,11) Is-

sieg ata’ esu'li
fit-tie ta’ Kana
kienetg adha ma
waslitx, se et
fuq il-kalvarju bil-
mewt tieg u fuq
is-salib u li biha
ta glorja lill-
Missier.

Fuq il-
kalvarju, ner
niltaqgg u ma’
Marija li kienet
wiegfa dejn is-
salib ta’

esu’ ( w19,

gu

25). Kemm f’Kana kif ukoll
minn fuq is-salib, esu’

jsejja  lilommu mara.
Dan il-mod ta’ kif esu’
jsejja lilommuja sadna,

g ax addmajseja il
ommu hekk. Imma hawn-
hekk esu’ gieg ed jurina
lil ommu Marija b ala dik
il-mara wa danija li ssie-

bet mieg u fil-Patt il-

did li kiteb b’demmu fuq
is-salib u li ji edded fuq
l-artal fi - elebrazzjoni ta’

[-Ewkaristija mgaddsa.
II-Vvan elumajg id

xejn dwar jekk il-Madonna

kienetx pre enti jew le




g all-a ariklata® esu
mad-dixxiplitieg uuli
fiha waqqaf |I-Ewkaristija
b ala Titkirag al dejjem
ta’ -G idtieg u. Ma-
dankollu mill-Atti ta’ I-
Appostli nafu li Marija kie-
net maqg udama’l-
ewlenin insara fis- smig
tat-tag lim ta’ I-Appostli,
fit-talb u fil-gsim tal-  obz
(ara Atti 1,14 ; 2,42), isem
bikri ling atali -
elebrazzjoni Ewkaristika.

Dakil- isem ta’
Kristu mog ti b'sagrifi  ju
fuq is-salib u rapprezentat
fis-sinjali sagramentali tal-

ob uta’l-inbid fuq I-
artal fis-sagrifi ju
ewkaristiku, kien l-istess

isem imnissel fil-  uf tal-
Ver ni Marija bil-gawwa
ta’ [-Ispirtu s-Santu.

G all-Madonna li
tir ievil- isem ta’ Kristu
fl-Ewkaristija kien ifisser
ter a’tilga’ fiha l-lben
tAlla. Hemm xeb  kbir
bejn |- iva li galet Marija

luul- amen lia na
idu meta nitqar-

lill-an
Ikoll ng
bnu.
Fil-misteru ta’ I-
Inkarnazzjoni, I-Madonna
iet mitluba temmen li
dak li kienet se tnissel fiha
bil-gawwa ta’ I-Ispirtu s-
Santu kien I-lben t'Alla (Lg
1, 30-35). Fil-misteru ta’ I-
Ewkaristija,a nani u
mitluba nemmnu li |-
istess Iben t'Allajag  mel
lilu nnifsu kollu kemm hu
prezenti fix-xbihat tal-
obz uta’l-inbid. (ara  Ec-
clesia de Eucharistia, 55).
Il-pre enzarealita’
Kristu li sse fi -
elebrazzjoni tas-
sagrifi  ju ewkaristiku
tkompli wara fit-
tabernaklu fejn I-
Ewkaristija mgaddsa
tibga’ mhux bissg  all-
vjatku tal-morda imma
wkoll g all-adorazzjoni
tag na.
Nistg ung iduli
meta I-Madonna li kienet

gedi orrfil- uftag halil
esu’, marreti ur lill-
garibhatag haEli abetta,
saret f' ertu sens l-ewwel
tabernaklu ta’ l-istorja li
fih I-Iben t'Alla li kien
g adumo bifil- uftal-
Ver ni mbierka, gag ad
g all-adorazzjonita’ Eli  a-
betta u ta’ binha wanni li
tgangal fi  danha bil-fer
L-Ewkaristija hija
te or tant kbir illi nistg u
mhux biss ni elebrawha
imma wkoll niegfu nitolbu
guddiemha. Kif kien stgarr
tant tajjeb il-kbir Papa
wanni Pawlu II:  Komu-
nita’ nisranija li trid tikkon-
templal-wi  ta’ Kristu
flimkien ma’ Marija ma tis-
tax mati viluppax ukoll
dan l-aspett tal-gima
ewkaristika li fiha ji [
mkattar il-frott ta’ I-g
tag namal- isemud-
demm tal-Mulej. (ara Ec-
clesia de Eucharistia, 25).

aqda
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The mystery and
beauty of India

Dionysius Mintoff, OFM

Namaste is a beautiful
word of greeting. It is
spoken sincerely with
hands folded together and
head bowed. Hospitality,
and the smell of fragrant
flowers and spicy foods
are unforgettable. As
much as are indescribable
the mystery and beauty of
India.

For many years |
have wished to visit India
because only by visiting
the country can the truth
be experienced. Thanks to
the government of India
my dream has been
translated into reality.

Every experience in
India is new and different.
Different races, old aged
cultures, fascinating
languages. Sacred cows
amble sleepily through
towns and villages,
intermingling with the
traffic. Camels carry heavy
loads.

Explore the deeply
spiritual religions of India:
Hinduism, Buddhism,
Islam, Zoroastrianism,
Christianity, Sikhism, and
Judaism. There is ample
opportunity to find the
answer here in the many
mystical places of worship
throughout India.

Tolerance and
respect for other religions
have always been the
hallmarks of Indian
culture. Nothing serves as

better example than the
dignity with which Jews
have been treated here
over the centuries.
Persecuted and hounded
all over the world, they
were welcomed in India
with open arms. In India
they could not only protect
their cultural identity and
religious beliefs but thrive
and prosper as well. In
turn they have made a
significant contribution in
enriching Indian heritage.
The synagogue of Cochin
is an affirmation of this
contribution.

After months of
reading, planning and
increasing curiosity,
suddenly find yourself in
Delhi. Somewhere special.
It is here that the deep
love of one man for one
woman created the Taj
Mahal, where the King of
Kings ruled, where the
Sacred Ganges flows past
holy cities, where 5000
years of culture offer
history and civilisation.
Where the Red Fort, the
Jama Masijid (largest
Mosque in India), and the
Qutab Minar with its
gigantic tower, offer
glimpses of mysteries.

My visit to India was
motivated by a strong wish
to stay for two weeks in
the house where Gandhi
lived the last day of his
life. | did not succeed in

realising it. | wanted to
meet the spirit of Gandhi
the man, more than
Gandhi the Mahatma. Not
surprisingly because, in
the Ambassador’s words
before the invitation
arrived, my visit had to
generate awareness about
Gandhi not as an icon of
the past but as a hope for
the future through an
appropriate programme in
the Gandhi National
Museum, Gandhi Smirti,
University Mahatma
Gandhi Antarrashtrya
Hindu Vishwavidyalaya
and the Institute of
Gandhian Studies.

On 28 January 1948,
Gandhi had a premonition
of the final hour. Sitting
outside his room in Bula
House (his home since 9
September 1947) on a
warm winter afternoon, he
told Rajkumari Amrit
Kamur: “If | am to die by
the bullet of a mad man, |
must do so smiling. There
must be no anger with me.
God must be in my heart
and on my lips.” Two days
later, on his way to the
prayer ground, he died a
martyr’s death exactly the
same way he had wished —
with God on his lips.

These hallowed
precincts are now
Gandhi’s Smirti, the
national memorial to the
Father of the Nation. It is




a place of pilgrimage for
millions of people from all
parts of India and even
beyond her shores. A
mass of humanity
continues to come to this
place as if “to atone for the
sin committed by one of
us on Friday, 30 January
1948 and to seek Gandhi’'s
forgiveness for not being
worthy children.”

All this was said to
me by Dr Savita Singh,
director of Gandhi Smirti,
as she guided me from the
main entrance where a
statue of Gandhi along
with two children, a boy
and a girl, stands on a
globe symbolising his
concern for those helpless.
It is inscribed with a
famous quotation: “My Life
is my Message” to the
Martyr Column — and
leads to a memorial stone
erected at the spot where
he fell, inscribed with his
words and the date and
time of his death: He Ram
—5:17 Evening — 30-1-
1948.

Little beyond, next to
the lawns where Gandhi
was assassinated, is a
bronze Eternal Flame
sculpted by Sankho
Chowhory and flanked by
a large rock inscribed with
Albert Einstein’s words in
both Hindi and English:
“Generations to come, it
may be, will scarce believe
that such a one as this
ever in flesh and blood
walked on this earth”.

After | paid homage
and kissed three times the
Martyr's column when Dr
Singh greeted me with a
shawl on my shoulders |
asked her: “How could this

happen? He was the voice
of India’s poor and
masses?” And Dr Singh
answered with a low and
emotional voice: “In 1947,
as the battle he had waged
for three decades
approached its fruition,
Gandhi himself was being
relegated to history while
still alive. During one of
his last prayer meetings
he expressed his
desperation over how
events were unfolding: ‘No
one listens to me anymore.
True, there was a time
when mine was a big
voice. Then everyone
obeyed what | said; now |
am crying in the
wilderness’.”

Walking in the
footsteps that led Gandhi
to death, | felt haunted by
his spirit that entered my
soul. A spirit that | have
still to placate and ask: “Is
it the fate of all great men
to be often praised and
blamed for the wrong
reasons?”

When it comes to
politicians or leaders, they
often wrote about their
policies which were often
eulogised blindly and
referred to but seldom
read. Gandhi is luckier in
that regard. His nation
has built these houses,
memorials, publishing
houses. And yet he too
has his quota of detractors
and fashionable
iconoclasts. It has been
said for example, that he
is too idealist, too much in
the past at the cost of the
present with its tensions,
its angers and rejections,
its heat and dust.

I was equally moved

when | visited the Gandhi
National Museum and was
interviewed on TV. A
signboard by the entrance
to the museum describes
the India of Gandhi's
dreams: “I shall work for
an India in which the
poorest shall feel that this
is their country, in whose
making they have an
effective voice; an India in
which there shall be no
high class and low class of
people; an India in which
all communities shall live
in perfect harmony.”

He wrote this in
September 1931. After
that there is a big glass
case containing a couple
of Gandhi’s teeth and an
ivory toothpick alongside
his dentures — thrilling for
those who get a kick out of
dental relics, somewhat
repellent to everyone else.
The stark absence of
visitors to this depressing
museum, with its buzzing
fluorescent lighting, adds
to the impression that
Gandhi has become an
irrelevance in today’s
India.

It may be that a
younger generation
scarcely knows who
Gandhi is, and those who
do know think he is a
historical icon. Such
criticism ignores a basic
premise in learning
evaluation. It needs to be
pointed out straightaway
that a great man speaks
or writes what is unique in
his time and moves his
inner soul, and it is for
that very reason that it
becomes both universal
and timeless.

There is nothing




fashionably
contemporaneous, nothing
superficially modern in it.
Gandhi spoke from his
soul — every word is a
document of our soul and
its agony and freedom and
not existing reportage of
current affairs or shallow
gimmicks on what the
times demands or the age
deserves. Gandhi was too
great a leader to be
anywhere near such
superficial

preoccupations.

My next stop was at
the Gandhi University,
known as Mahatma
Gandhi Antarrashtrya
Hindu Vishwavidyalaya. It
was my turn to deliver a
talk: Developing Culture of
Peace through Education —
my experiences at the
Peace Lab.

It was an occasion to
mark the visitors
programme at the
University. My prayer
sought to uncover the
various aspects of a
culture of peace. | said
that peace is a positive
state of mind as well as a
social goal. | examined the

meaning of peace in
different cultures.
Gandhi’s approach is an
integral one in that he
includes transformation of
individual as well as
reconstruction of society.

Prof. Gopinalkam,
vice-chancellor of the
University, insisted that
more research on peace
culture and related issues
needs to be undertaken in
many countries. He
praised the initiative of the
Peace Lab to show Gandhi
as a role model to children
in Malta. He recalled that
it is difficult to judge
Gandhi purely as a
pioneer in non-violence
education. For he very
nearly answers to his own
and the Indian concept of
a total man. Religion,
music, poetry, social
organisation, education,
nationalism — all that
concern man and his
world were his
concern ,and to everything
he contributed
significantly.

In my last day in
Delhi | spent some hours
sitting in Warda, the hut

where Gandhi lived. | was
trying to absorb the spirit
of peace and imbibe in me
his message. There was
something about the hut
that impressed me greatly.
First, its spiritual aspect. |
very much liked its
simplicity, beauty and
neatness. The hut
proclaims the principle of
love and equality with
everybody. Since the place
where | live in Hal Far is
in many ways like this
hut, | could understand
its spirit.

As you enter, there is
a place where you take off
your shoes and prepare
yourself physically and
mentally to go into the
hut. And a space where
Gandhi himself sat and
prayed. The hut of Gandhi
demonstrated to the world
how the dignity of the
common man can be
brought up. Itis also a
symbol of happi-ness
which we can derive from
practising the principles of
simplicity, service and
truthfulness.

iInformazzjoni

Charles Grech, OFM jinsab Benghazi jag

dawn il-

wann Schranz, OFM li jinsab il-

ranet ta’' I-G

id.

idu. Nawgurawlu fejgan ta’ malajr.

ti s-servizz tieg

Little Sisters of the Poor

u matul

, kiser

Ri entement omm Albert Micallef, OFM u missier Joe Caruana,

OFM kienu jinsabu l-isptar g

Alfred Sciberras, OFM, Gustinu Sciortino, OFM,

OFM, Edward Zammit, OFM u Marcellino Meilag, OFM g
Ad multos Annos!

sena sa erdoti.

al kura. Nawgurawlhom fejgan.

u epp Camilleri,
alqu 40
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L-Erbg a, 11 ta’ April
Monasteru Santa Klara
9.30 am

FAMILJA FRAN  ISKANA
OFM, OFMConv.,OFMCap.,
Sorijiet ta’ Il u 11l Ordni

[I-Gwardjani huma mitluba jinfurmaw
lill-Ministru Provin jal
kemm ejjin A wa
g aldinil-laqg afran iskana




Jiem Vokazzjonali

Fil-weekends li  ejjin I-G aqda Vokazzjonijiet Fran  iskani se tkun ged iddur il-
Knejjes Fran iskani biex twassal il-messa Vokazzjonalitag ha. F'din l-okka joni
dawk li jkunu g al quddiesa se jisimg u s-sitwazzjoni pre enti fil-Provin ja
Fran iskana.

G al dawn il-weekends se jkun hawn pre entiwkolli - g a ag lijinsabu fil-
formazzjoni u se jkollhom l-opportunita’ li jag tu l-esperjenza tag hom. Huwa
tajjeb li matul dawn il-jiem niffukaw it-talb tag na alli I-Mulej ikompli ssejja
aktar g a ag fil-g alga tieg u. Sissa Jum il-Vokazzjonijiet Fran iskani  ie

elebrat fil-Kappella Beatu Nazju Falzon, B'’Kara.

Id-Dati huma dawn:

14 u 15 ta’ April :: Parro a Sacro Cuor, Sliema

21 u 22 ta’ April ::  Knisja Sant’Antnin, G ajnsielem, G awdex

28 u 29ta’ April ::  Knisja Sta. Marija ta’ esu, Rabat

5u 6 ta’ Mejju Knisja Sta. Marija ta’ esu,, Valletta

12 u 13 ta’ Mejju ::  Knisja Sta. Marija ta’ I-An li,Ba ari - ag aq
19 u 20 ta’ Mejju ::  Knisja San Fran isk, amrun

2u3ta’  unju:: Knisja ta’ Liesse, Valletta

9ull0ta’ wunju: Kappella esu abib, Sliema

Another Pilgrimage

The Commissariat of the Holy Land is once again org anizing a Pilgrimage to the
Holy Land and Sinai. This Pilgrimage will be held f rom 15th to 25th April. This
kind of Pilgrimage is going to be held for the seco nd time after the sucess of last
year.
Among the holy places that the
pilgrims will visit, besides the usual
Sanctuaries in Israel and Palestine,
the highlight will be the monastery of
St. Catherine at the foot of Mount
Sinai, and Mount Sinai itself. The
pilgrims will also visit the Yad Vasem
Holocaust Memorial in Jerusalem.
The pilgrimage which is going
to be guided by Fr. Twanny Chircop,
OFM with the presence of Mgr Mario
Grech, Bishop of Gozo.




O tnal-mewt issejja il

Fra Nerik Cassar, OFM

Nharil- add, 1 ta’ April,
o tnal-mewtsej etlil

una Fra Nerik Cassar,
OFM, fl-g omorta’ 83
sena. G al dawn I-
a arerba’ snin huwa
kien rikoverat id-Dar
tal-Kleru. Fra Nerik
kien f'diversi kunventi,
jiffieri fir-Rabat, il-Belt,
G awdexug al afnau

afna snin huwa kien
jifforma parti mill-
fraternita’ ta’ tas-
Sliema. Hemm huwa I-
aktarli ademb ala
vi i-kappillan u
prokuratur tal-festa.
Kien awtiel u dejjem
lest biex jg inlil
kul add. Kien
veramanet fran iskan
mimli tama.

ll-funeral tieg u
sar it-Tlieta, 3 ta’ April
fil-parro  atas-Sacro
Cuor, Sliema.
Ag tih, O Mulej,

il-mistrie ta’ dejjem.




Damaged crucifix restored

The 200-year-old crucifix that was badly damaged wh en it was pushed off the altar
at our church in Valletta, in April last year, was put back in its place recently after
restoration. A foreign man had entered the church, climbed the steps behind the

altar and dislodged the antique crucifix.

The  mother-of-pearl
crucifix, a masterpiece, was
broken into several pieces.
It is one of the earliest
examples of papier-maché
works on the island, made
by our Dbrethren in
Jerusalem.

The restoration was
entrusted to Fr Charles
Vella, who studied art and
restoration in Italy. Fr Vella
reconstructed both the
crucifix and the cross. The
body has been re-built on a
stainless steel frame.

Materials traditionally

applied in such cases, such as rabbit glue and gess o di Bologna, have been used.
Missing parts of the crucifix have been filled and touched up, while pieces of
mother-of-pearl have been replaced by wax on a fibr eglass net, that produces a
similar effect because it is translucent.
"Every intervention is reversible, which is an imp ortant process in
restoration. So if better materials become availabl e, my work would not have

damaged the original,” Fr Vella said.

Immigrants donate gloves, scarves

Immigrants residing at the Peace Laboratory, in Hal Far, have donated 100 gloves
and 100 scarves, which they knitted, to the elderly at the St Vincent de Paul
Residence.

The presentation was made yesterday to coincide wi th the celebrations
marking the fifth anniversary since the Peace Lab o pened its doors to shelter asy-
lum seekers after the government and the Church cal led on organisations to pro-
vide a home for them. Peace Lab director Fr Dionysi us Mintoff, OFM said: "We
opened our doors to Eritrean immigrants who arrived in Malta in 2002 and since
then we provided shelter to immigrants that needed a place where to stay. Now the
immigrants themselves feel it is time to give back a little of what they received from

the Maltese community".

Five years ago, the refugees were locked inside de  tention centres and now
they are part of the Maltese community. The immigra nts' gift is an act of love. They
worked on the gloves and scarves for hours after wo rk, he said.

The Peace Lab helps the immigrants to integrate fu rther in society by organ-
ising lectures about local culture, teaches them la nguages and helps them find a
job. There are a lot of employers who have shown wi llingness to employ
immigrants, Fr Mintoff said.




60 second interview

Born at Rabat Malta, Fr John joined the Franciscans and studied in Malta, Jeru-
salem and Rome. Since 1977 he has participated year ly in an archaeological exca-
vation in Jordan among the Byzantine remains. He is also an authorised guide in
Israel. Right now he is the Communications Director of the Order of Friars Minor
at the OFM General Curia in Rome. For 14 years he w as director of Mask at the
Catholic Institute where he set the pace for experi mental theatre of a religious na-
ture with plays like  Grajjietna, Mislub f'Hagar Qim, L-Imsikket, Karba.. . He wrote
and directed a number of plays in Maltese and since 1996 has been director of
Skene, the residential theatre group at Metanoia Th eatre (Luga) with whom he has
staged acclaimed productions like Skond San Gwann, Riflessi and Dawl fid-dlam
The new original play Mehlusin is his 19th script. He will be directing it and it will
be held at Teatru Metanoia, Luga on 31 March, and 1 , 4 and 8 April.

Mehlusin is a play, which does not follow the traditional | ines of a passion
play. In fact it tries to reach out and ponder in t he depths of human nature in its
guest for serenity and joy.  Mehlusin is also a voice shrieking in the silence of con-
temporary society in its search for light out of ma ny dark tunnels. It questions the
“voices” that want to “sell” to mankind illusions m aking us unaware of the real
sense of life. The tragedy of the Cross comes out a s an illumination and a mean-
ingful experience if only we could listen to the in ner voice calling us back to love

and harmony.

Fr. John Abela, OFM

How old are you? Star sign and date friends ?

of birth? Sincerity and openness.
53 years — Virgo born on 31 August

1954, How would you like to die?

In peace with God.
What would you like to be doing in 10

years' time? What is your greatest extravagance?
Watching a breathtaking sunset at I have none.

Mount Nebo (Jordan) overlooking the

Dead Sea. What is your greatest regret?

The day is only 24 hours long.
What is your idea of perfect

happiness? What is your most treasured posses-
Freedom from all possessions. sion?
My vocation.
What is your favourite occupation?
Computer graphics and programming. Which talent would you most like to
have apart from the ones you already
Significant other? have ?
Theatre and Archaeological Excavations. To be able to paint.
What is your greatest fear? What do you regard as the lowest
Blindness. depth of misery?

Dependence in all its forms.
What is it that you most value in your ikomplil-pa  nali jmiss




‘Me lusin’

Me lusin huwa dramm ori
ged tippre enta fit-Teatru Metanoia,
dsa.

Dan id-dramm tal-Passjoni ma’ huwiex wie
i quddiem l-udjenza

madwar din il-  rajja biex ipo

inali ta’ Fra
al-Luga matul din il-

wann Abela, OFM li SKENE

rajjiet li xi drabi ji

mwarrbin g aliex huma skomdi. Me lusin huwa wkoll riflessjoni gawwija li

mat allix komdu lill-ispettatur. Id-direzzjoni hija wkoll f'idejn Fra
add, 8 ta’ April se ssir |-a

Abela, OFM. Nhatr il-

ar rappre entazzjoni.

Where would you like to live ?
The world is my cloister.

What is your most marked character-
istic?
Optimism.

Who are your heroes/heroines in real
life?
Jesus Christ.

What is it that you most dislike?
Artificiality and gossip.

What is your motto?
The Lord is my Shepherd.
[TMIS 18.03.07]

“I-Fran  iskani”

Nru. 81

L-G aqgda Vokazzjonijiet
Fran iskanig ada kif
ar et edizzjoni numru

81 ta’ “il-Fran iskani”.
Din id-darba tiffoka fuq I-
importanza tal-
formazzjoni inizjali kif
ukoll id-dettalji u |-jiem
Vokazzjonali li se jsiru
fil-knejjes fran iskani.

img a Mqgad-

ed tradizzjonali imma jdur

wann




Aspects of Authentic
Church Teaching

As after Vatican Il, in many parts of the
world, the Catholic Church in Australia,
similarly underwent a severe test of radical
theological and pastoral challenges, all
assumed to be stipulated by a genuine
attempt to correct the traditional way of
thinking and to bring the Church abreast
with a fast changing world.

We are all human and liabel to
mistakes. It is evident from historical
chuch experiences, that the priorities, also
this time, were mixed up, with tragic result
of an allarming drop out of the Holy Mass
attendence; the liturgical spontaneous
innovations by Tom, Mary and even school
kids stired a mental confusion and scandal
among worshippers, young and old.

Indeed the setting of the book is
my experiences overseas not locally. |
spent 22 years as Pastor whereby, | had to
face to the music of way out parish

councils and school Boards, mostly
hellbend to twist my arms and give in,
which courageously never did. Thus the
Bishops backed me up and wrote to me
letters of approval which | included in this
book, alongside the favourable comments
of many lay people who stood by me.

Let us be honest with ourselves, as
Cathoalics. It entailed many sacrifices and
trying times to evangelize the world but it
has been so easy and effortless to destroy
in no time, at all. As Pastor of Australian
parishes and Pastor of Maltese migrants, |
felt duty-bound to challenge the
unorthodoxy in defence of Chrsit and our
Christian heritage, by word from the
pulpits and by article in church approved
journals; all my ortodox material is
reprinted in this book.

Sebastian Camilleri, OFM

22 Sigra tas-Sema

Mill-kenn ta’ arkata geblija

nitfa a sigra golja ninfed I-ikhal tas-sab
fejn tinsab is-sema pajjizi.

Dmiri li nitla’ ‘I fuq ma nafx g aliex,

jew naf, iva naf.

G erugi twal fil-blat imwahhla

G ax ‘l isfel ninzel dagskemm ‘il fug.

G erugi jg arrxu bla gajnejn

fid-dlam tal-blat tad-difna.

G erugqi ‘l isfel jin lu ifittxu |- ajja.

Ixagqu I-blat, jisemmau ikissru, itagbu, itektku

| ollu, ifellu I-aktar blat iebes

g all-ilma tal-hajja.

U dagskemm il-frieghi tieg jitilg u ‘il fug ergana gall-arja,

hekk ‘I isfel jin lu g eruqi biex jagtgu I-g atx.
Bejn l-arja w I-ilma il- rajja tieg i,

Bejn dlam themm isfel u dawl tthemm fuq,
Bejn isfel u fuq ajjieti,

Bejn g ama bla dawl u gama b’dawl gammiexi,

Naf il-mewt u naf il- ajja,
Imma nag el |- ajja
U l-ilma dejjem ej.

Norbert Ellul-Vincenti, OFM
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