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: Opening of the Extraordinary General Chapter (Saint
Openlng of the Mary of the Angels, 16/IX/06) Speech by Br. José
General Chapter Rodriguez Carballo, ofm, Minister General

¢
LORD, WHAT Dear Brother Chapter Members:
May the Lord give you peace!
Do YOU WANT In the name of our father and brother Francis I
9 receive you all here in the Porziuncola, our mother
ME TO DO? house and, therefore, the home of all Friars Minor,

his sons. Welcome! I hope and desire that we all feel

at home and among brothers. May the spirit of

] family, which brother Francis so ardently wanted to
BleSSIng Of reign among the Friars, reign among us so that each
lo f one may manifest his needs to others (cf. 2R 6, 7-8)
relics o and be able to work in profound communion and

harmony during these days.

Maltese I also feel that today, at the beginning of this
Extraordinary General Chapter, the Lord is making

FranCiscan Himself present in our process — as He made
Himself present in the journey of Francis in the
distant 1205 - in order to ask us: Friars Minor,
where do you want to go? Who can do more good for
you? Go back to your land (cf. 3C II, 6).

pages 13-15

1. Entering into ourselves in order to listen to
the Lord

I believe that we also, like Francis at that time,
have to reflect carefully; we have to mull over things
within ourselves in order to respond to these
questions which, far being from abstract and
theoretical, are profoundly existential and very
concrete.
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We, like Francis, need to retire for a
short time and to keep Jesus Christ in
[our] inmost self (cf. 1Cel 6). The light
comes from within, from the deepest
depths, from the heart of hearts. Like
Francis, we need to enter into our
hearts, guided by the heart of God, and
enter into the heart of God by passing
through our own hearts.

I feel, dear brother Chapter
Members and beloved members of the
universal Fraternity, that the Chapter,
which we begin today, must be a
propitious moment for entering into the
cave, as Francis did some 800 years ago,
in order to have a profound encounter
with our reality and with the Lord. I
believe that this Chapter can and should
be a powerful moment for entering into

_ Logo tal-Kapitlu
Generali Straordinarju

the cave and there, “outside the city”, far

from everyday worries, we can allow ourselves “be interiorly embraced by the
divine fire” and, “full of fervour”, pray to the Father in the secret of our hearts so
that we may manifest His project for the universal Fraternity and for each Friar,
and that He may teach us to carry out His holy and true will.

This pause or moratorium could lead us to live a profound and founding
experience, could be a real “existential earthquake”, caused by the encounter with
the Lord on the basis of our deepest reality as individuals and as a fraternity,
without any of this taking away from our efforts and, at the same time, thanks to
our constant asking: “Lord, what do you want me to do?” (3C II, 6). And, like
Francis, we also, before hearing a direct response to our question, should listen
again and again: Who can do more good for you? Go back, be converted... These
form the pressing question and fundamental imperative which the Lord puts
before us today at the beginning of this Extraordinary General Chapter.

2. Listening to one another

I also believe, dear Brothers, that the Extraordinary General Chapter must be
a propitious time for listening to one another, for fraternally sharing the good
which the Lord is doing in us and in our brothers, conscious that the Lord also
manifests Himself through others; for listening to the Lord and listening to each
other so that, in an attitude of serene discernment and free from fears, the light of
the Lord may enlighten the profound depths of our mind and heart.

3. Discerning the will of God

Lord, what do you want me to do? Our mind is often disoriented. We wish to
see and know the future, to have certainties and firm guide lines, we ask question
after question, have thought upon thought. And the struggle between the rising
and the setting, between chaos and a new beginning, between intuition and
something new which is about to be born, and the disorientation at the time of
making options, becomes difficult. Light and darkness seem to embrace, and peace
and anxiety seem to fuse. We feel the need to free ourselves from the old bonds of
individualism, tiredness, routine and resignation. We yearn for freedom, but we do
not know how to go about things. We need to be converted, to be born again. We
need to discern the will of God. We need to return to the essential, to discover the
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“origins” of our form of life, to find the “hidden treasure”, the precious pearl of our
vocation and mission. Perhaps the time has come, dear Brothers, not so much for
doing things, as for allowing each other to do things; not so much for
understanding, as for permitting; not so much for being protagonists, as for
allowing the Other to be one.

4. Going forward

Today we begin the Extraordinary General Chapter. I wish and ask God for it
to be a true moment of grace, a kairés, for the entire Order. I wish and ask the
Lord and you, dear Brother Chapter Members and Friars of the universal
Fraternity, that these days may pass in a climate of personal and fraternal prayer,
in a climate of mutual listening. Only in this way will we be able to answer the
questions which the Lord puts to us and to listen to the responses of the Lord to
our questions. Only in this way, if we have the courage to enter into the cave and
to listen carefully to each other, will the universal Fraternity, after 800 years of an
agitated and, at times, beautiful and great history, be able to enter once again into
the maternal bosom (symbolised by the cave), be born again (cf. Jn 3,3) and savour
the grace of our origins by giving new splendour to the form of life which Francis
lived and transmitted to us.

May the Virgin made Church and the Poverello Francis obtain this grace from
God for us.
*k%k
With these words, I declare the Extraordinary General Chapter of 2006 to be
officially open and repeat my cordial and fraternal welcome to you all, my dear
Brothers. Peace and Good!

Ritratt: Koncelebrazzjoni mill-Ministru General fuq La Verna
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Opening of the Extraordinary General Chapter

Go up, Remain a while, Come down

Homily by Fr. José Rodriguez Carballo, ofm, Minister general
(Sanctuary of La Verna, 15th September 2006)
Deut. 5, 2-5; Ps 86; Lk 9, 28-36

Dear Brother Chapter Members,
dear Brothers and Sisters, Dear Friends:
“May the Lord give you peace!”

We begin the Extraordinary General Chapter, through which the Order of
Friars Minor is preparing itself for the celebration of the VIII Centenary of its
foundation, with this celebration. We begin it here, on Mount La Verna, the place
in which the lover Francis was fused in an embrace of profound and total
identification with his beloved, Christ; the place in which the “crucified of La
Verna” was transformed into a living icon of the Crucified, through whose death on
a cross we have all been redeemed.

We have come to this “franciscan Calvary” from all continents and from more
than 100 separate countries of different cultures and languages, showing, in this
way, the universality of our Order. We have come as pilgrims, aware that we do not
have a fixed abode on earth and conscious of the need to feel we are always on a
journey, yearning to reach someday, purely through grace, the goal to which we
have been called: To live the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. We have come in the
awareness that our vocation is that of being seekers of the Absolute, of the “Most
High, Almighty and Good Lord” (Cant, 1), whom we confess to be, as Francis did,
the “all” in our lives: the “beauty”, before which all other beauty fades; the
“richness®, the only one which can satisfy us to sufficiency; the “goodness” and the
“mercy“, which alone support our weakness; the “love“, the “charity”, which alone
can justify our most radical options; the good, all good, the highest good, to whom
we restore all the good which, because of His goodness alone, we can do through
our life and words (Cf. PrG). We have come with a question in our hearts, the
question of Francis: “Lord, what do you want me to do?” (3C 6), and with the
desire to ask ourselves together, like the community of early Christians: “Brothers,
what must we do?”

Yes, at the beginning of this Extraordinary General Chapter, we confess to
being pilgrims and seekers of God following the route marked out by Francis,
convinced that only the search for God will give complete meaning to our lives, so
often fragmented, and that this search is the one absolute and unreserved reason
which makes any other motive in life, no matter how plausible or determined it
may be, into something secondary in comparison to our search for the Mystery
which already inhabits us, even before we have discovered Him. We are convinced
that the impassioned search for God, the immersion in Him, is the only project in
life which does not tolerate anything other than Him. We are convinced that the
living desire to seek God, and God alone, assures us a permanent youthfulness in
life, and that this insatiable desire alone is the one thing which can give us the
strength necessary to begin the process again each morning; the only yearning for
which any renunciation whatsoever is acceptable and understandable; the only
reason which can fully justify our option for the gospel life in obedience, without
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anything of our own and in
chastity (cf. 2R 1,1). We are
convinced that the only
thing that can support, feed
and justify our life is the
search for God, always and
in every circumstance.

We are not religious| *
simply because, one day, we |
professed to observe the
Rule and life of the Friars
Minor. Nor is it what we do
that makes us into religious.
What really makes our life
religious is the untiring[® W ST
search for 2 Sl & .8
God, and what makes our activity religious is the same “never enough” search for
God. Called as we have been to maintain the fire and to add to the flames in a
world which seems to be dying of the cold; called to be lamps which illuminate the
night through which humanity is passing; called to preserve life, for our generation
and for the generations which will follow us, the voice of God..., we have to keep
alive the search for God. Without a constantly renewed commitment to this search,
we will not enkindle any fire, we will not illuminate any situation needing light, we
will not be true Friars Minor.

Francis is presented to us as a model of this search and this sacred
mountain is a privileged witness to such a search. Francis often came to La Verna
to revive the never diminished flame in his heart for the seeking of God. All of us,
who like Francis, ardently wish to meet the Lord, come to La Verna. La Verna is a
goal for the seekers of God, because it is a place of meeting. And, at the time of
being a goal, it is also a beginning, because it is always a place of meeting. One
comes to La Verna in order to return, one goes up in order to go down and one
goes down in order to go up again in a constant desire to meet with the love which
is not loved, as the Poverello cried out. Such is the need which lies in the heart of
the pilgrim and which moves him to progress at all times.

To go up, remain a while and go down, three inseparable moments in the life
of every pilgrim, of every seeker of God, of every Apostle, just as we heard in the
Gospel proclaimed during this liturgy.

The process of the search for God begins with going up. And to go up, it is
necessary to overcome laziness, tiredness, resignation, it is necessary to go
further. To go up, it is necessary to lighten one’s equipment, to free oneself from so
many useless and superfluous things, to keep to the essentials, otherwise there is
the risk of growing faint before reaching the goal. To go up, it is necessary to have
the heart placed on the summit. Teachers of Zen tell us of an old woman who went
on pilgrimage to a sanctuary on a very high summit during the height of the rainy
season. On the way she stopped at an inn to pass the night. The following
morning, the innkeeper said to her: You will not be able to climb through the
slippery mud of the mountain in this weather. It is impossible. The old woman
replied: It will be very easy. My heart has already been there for many years. Now
it is only a question of bring my body up.
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One goes up to remain a while. To remain a while alone with Him, without hurry,
without worries which distract our unease heart, in order to rest in Him; without
barriers which would prevent us presenting ourselves as we are before Him. To
remain a while alone with Him, to feed ourselves for the journey which awaits us.
To remain a while alone with Him, in order to be able to illuminate our path and
the path of whoever is on pilgrimage with us. To remain a while with Him, to
satisfy our thirst for the absolute and for plenitude.

To remain a while and then come down. It is not enough to have met Him, as
it is not enough for us to continue to seek Him in solitude. It is, therefore,
necessary to come down. To come down, in order to go out to meet the many men
and women in need of Him, with Whom we have been and Whom we continue to
seek. To come down, in order to bring the world to God and to put God at the heart
of the world. To come down, in order that others may go up, remain a while and
come down again.

This, my dear Brother
Chapter Members, is the journey
we wish to make during these days |
of the Chapter gathering. We have
been summoned to seek the Lord
together in order to know and fulfil
His holy and true will. We are
thirsty for life and life in
abundance. Therefore, open to the
action of the Spirit and letting
ourselves be pushed by Its power,
we have set out on a process,
disposed to climbing to the
summit, like Elias, who went up
Mount Horeb to meet the Lord (cf. 1K 19, 1ss) or like Moses on the top of Mount
Zion in order to know His will (cf. Ex 24, 12ff) and to act as an intermediary
between the Lord and the people (cf. Dt 5, 5). We have come up to be with Him,
who came down to meet us first, and to listen to Him (cf. Lk 9, 38). Go up, remain
a while and then come down, like the disciples after the transfiguration, and thus
to become good news for men and women in all the “forgotten and abandoned
cloisters”, there where the man and woman in need of hope, light and love are met.
But to do this we should feel the urgency to “be born again” (Jn 3, 3), to feel the
need to be converted and to return to the essential of our spirituality. We should
feel the need to be alone with Him, to allow His word to burn within us, as
happened to the disciples of Emmaus (cf. Lk 24, 32), and His light to enlighten our
minds and hearts; we should feel the need for He Himself to transform us into His
icons, as He did with Francis, our brother and father. Only in this way will we be
able to renew the covenant which the Lord made with each one of us (cf. Dt 5, 3)
and to which we said “YES” on the day of our profession. Only in this way will we
also be able to sing: “All find their home in you” (cf. Ps 87, 7).

On beginning our Extraordinary General Chapter, let us pray:
Come Holy Spirit, enlighten the darkness of our heart.
Come Holy Spirit, move our weak will with your power.
Come Holy Spirit, transform our mediocrity through your grace.
Come Holy Spirit, change our fear and make us courageous witnesses of the Gospel.
Father Francis, watch over us, your sons, constantly.
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Laqghat tal-Ministru

Provincjal f’Assisi u Ruma

Ghaddew  l-ewwel
ghaxar t’jjiem tieghi
f’Assisi u Ruma. Mill-1 sal
S ta' Settembru jiena
ghaddejt l-ahhar jiem tan-
novizzjat ta' Walter u
Joseph, flimkien

maghhom fSan Damjan.
Bhas-soltu kont milqugh
bl-akbar sens ta'
fraternita’ frangiskana. L-
esperjenza ta novizzi
Maltin kienet ottimista
ghal kollox u kienu lesti li
jergghu jilgghu novizzi
ohrajn Maltin. Ghalihom
Walter u Joseph kienu
maturi hafna u jidhru 1l
gejjin - minn familji bi
princ¢ipji nsara. In-novizzi
shabhom kollha wrew ix-
xewqa li jkomplu l-istudju
maghhom. Is-Sibt

filghaxija saret velja ta'
talb flimkien mal-genituri
taghhom mibnija fuq it-
tema li s-sejha gabel xejn
hija don ta' Alla. Mexxa I-

Mastru Fra Ambrogio.
[1-Hadd filghodu
mexxa il-professjoni 1-

Ministru Provinéjal Fra
Massimo Reschiglian,
OFM, 1li bena l-messagg
tieghu fuq it-tema tal-
konverzjoni tal-qalb. I¢-
celebrazzjoni saret ghal
berah  fil-pjazzetta ta'
quddiem is-Santwarju.
Miskin min kien fix-xemx!
Fl-ahhar il-Provingjal
ipprezenta lil Walter u lil
Joseph, kif ukoll lili bhala
I-Ministru Provingjal

taghhom. Hawnhekk jiena

ghamilt kelmtejn ta' radd
il-hajr fisem il-Provingja.
Meta  stedinthom  ghal
zjara fMalta, kulhadd gam
bilwieqfa jcapcap. Wara ¢-
¢cerimonja, gejna milqugha
fir-refitorju flimkien mal-
familjari taghhom. Kien
hemm ogni ben di Dio.
Wara nofs in-nhar kull
novizz mar mal-familja
tieghu ghal ftit jiem ta'
vaganzi.

Hawnhekk kien
hawn dagxejn ta'
atmosfera ta' gsim il-qalb
ghax kulhadd kien dahra
lil xulxin. Anke Walter u
Joseph hassew il-firda ta'
shabhom. Jidher 1li ghal
professjoni ta' Walter u
Joseph aktarx jinzlu Malta

N

i WA

o

LI

Fir-ritratt jidhru 1-Ministu General, il-Ministru Provin¢jal Fra Paul
Galea, Mons. Sylvester Magro u Mons. Giovanni Martinelli
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il-Gwardjan
tal-fraternita’
u I-Mastru.
Bit-tmiem ta’
novizzjat ta
ghaxar
novizzi waqa’
bhal donnu
skiet kbir fost
il-fraternita’.
It-Tnejn
flimkien ma'

Walter u
Joseph

ghamilna I-
ahhar zjarat

fis-Santwarji
ta' Assisi u I-
Porziuncola.
It-Tlieta
filghodu
gbadna it-
train tas-6.30 a.m. Fid-
9.30 am. konna l-airport
feijn ma kellna Il-ebda
problema minhabba 1-piz
zejjed. Sellimna lil xulxin
u jiena gbadt it-triq lura
lejn il-Kurja Generalizja.

F'Ruma mal-ewwel
hadt 1-okkazjoni biex inzur
lil huna Fra Pierre li diga’
jinsab l-Antonianum
ghaddej bil-kors tat-
Taljan. Hadt gost nara lil
Pierre 1li diga’ jidher li
dahal fl-ambjent ta' I-
Antonianum.  IlI-Gimgha
filghodu bdejna l-laggha
tal-Vigarjati  Frangiskani
b'quddiesa  koncelebrata
mmexxija mill-Ministru
General. Barra d-
Definitorju Generali, hadu
sehem 13 Isqof, 7
Provin¢jali u sitta ohra
mistiedna. [1-Vigarjati
huma postijiet tal-missjoni
kollha afdati direttament
lill-Ordni. Ilkoll stqarrew li
fdawn l-ahhar snin
hassew nuqgas ta'
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attenzjoni minn naha tat-
tmexxija ta' 1-Ordni. II-

moderatur tal-missjonijiet,
stqarr li l-ispirtu
missjunarju fl-Ordni

dejjem qged jonqos. II-
Ministru General
ikkonferma li 1 quddiem
ser jippubblika ittra fejn
juri li 1-Vigarjati huma
parti importanti fil-
progetti missjunarji ta' 1-
Ordni.

Ghalina bhala
Provin¢ja ta' Malta, giet
iccarata aktar il-missjoni
tal-Libja bhala missjoni
frangiskana. Jiena
flimkien maz-zewg isqfijiet
Mons. Martinelli u Mons.
Magro kelli laqgha
importanti hafna mal-
moderatur tal-missjonijiet,
Fra Vincenzo Boccanelli,
ofm. Jidher li miz-zjara
fraterna tal-Vigarju
Generali flimkien mal-
moderatur tas-sena 2005,
huma ghandhom ideja sew
tas-sitwazzjoni fil-Libja.

Gie propost 1li fl-ahhar
jiem ta’ Frar li gej, issir
laggha fil-Libja biex il-
missjoni tal-Libja kemm
jista’ jkun timxi wkoll fuq
l-istess passi tal-
missjonijiet ta' 1-Ordni u
jigu mgedda l-atti ta’
konvenzjoni bejn 1-Ordni u
1-Vigarjati u 1-Ordni u 1-
Provin¢ja ta' Malta. Ghal
lum se nieqaf hawn. Jiena

ghada t-Tlieta niltaga’
mal-Provin¢jali tal-
Konferenza Ingliza u

nagbdu t-triq lejn Assisi
ghal lagqgha tal-Konferenza
u wara 1-Kapitlu Generali.

Fil-Kapitlu Generali
Straordinarju qed
jiehdu sehem Fra Paul
Galea, Ministru
Provincjal, Fra Sandro

Overend, Segretarju
ta’ 1-Ordni, kif ukoll
Fra Gwann Abela,
Segretarju
Komunikazzjonijiet.




Il-Ministru Proving¢jal jikteb minn Assisi

Kapitlu Generali
Straordinarju

(ara wkoll l-artiklu ta’ qabel)
L-ahhar gurnata
tieghi 1-Kurja ghaddejtha
fl-ufficéju tal-missjonijiet
u tal-postulazzjoni. Fra
Brocanelli, moderatur tal-
missjonijiet, huwa
mhasseb hafna minhabba
n-nuqgas ta' l-ispirtu
missjunarju fi hdan I-
Ordni. P. De Luca pprova
jsib xi haga dwar Fra
Domenico Mifsud. Ma sab
xejn hlief ir-riferenza mill-
Wadding. It-Tlieta
filghodu tlaqt ghal Assisi
bil-coach  flimkien ml-
provin¢jali Amerikani. Fis-
6.30pm  iltgajna  bhal
konferenza ngliza biex
naghmlu l-programm tal-
lagghat. L-Erbgha filghodu
bdejna  bil-quddiesa u
wara komplejna bil-
laggha. Gew approvati I-
minuti ta' 1-ahhar laqgha 1i
kienet saret il-Kanada. Il-
president Fra Mel Jurisch,
ta r-rapport tieghu.
Tkellem dwar il-laqgha tal-
presidenti fil-kurja 1L t-
tema princ¢ipali kienet il-
kapitlu straordinarju.

Il-presidenti wrew
ix-xewqa lill-Ministru
General li d-dokument tal-
kapitlu jkun dokument
prattiku. Wara kompla
jaghti xi  nformazzjoni
generali. L-Ungerija u I-
Awstrija se jinghaqdu fi
provin¢ja wahda, l-erba’
provinéji tal-Germanja se
jinghaqdu fwahda sal-
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2010. Tkellem ukoll dwar
il-generozita’ tal-provincja
irlandiza 1li  offriet il-
kunvent ta' St. Isidore's ta'
Ruma ghas-servizz ta' I-
Ordni. Kien pozittiv hafna
kif qed titmexxa 1-
ekonomija ta' 1-Ordni 1i
mhux se tibga' tiddependi
biss minn donazzjonijiet
tal-Provingji. Gie
mistieden il-kustodju tat-
Terra Santa ghal-laqgha li
jmiss tal-konferenza. Wara
gew diskussi u approvati
rapporti ohrajn. Filghaxija
hrigna nieklu frestaurant.

[I-Hamis filghodu
kien imiss lil Finian,
Definitur tal-lingwa

mgliza, li jaghti r-rapport
tieghu, u kkonferma 1i d-
Definitorju Generali se
jiltaqa' mal-konferenza
ngliza fis-sena 2008. Kellu
kelma  pozittiva hafna
kemm dwar Mons. Charles
Scicluna ghar-rigward tal-
kummissjoni  dwar  1-
abbuzi sesswali, kif ukoll
dwar Fra Anton Farrugia
bhala rapprezentant tal-
konferenza fil-
kummissjoni li ged
tipprepara tal-professi
zghar li se ssir fNazaret.
Tkellem ukoll dwar laggha

ekumenika mal-
frangiskani anglikani
fLondra. Wara, kull
provincjal ta relazzjoni

gasira dwar is-sitwazzjoni
tal-provincja. -
konferenza spi¢cat fin-

12.30 pm u aggornat ghal
April 2007 fil-Litwanja.

[I-Hamis filghaxija 1-
kapitulari ltqajna ghat-
talba tal-Ghasar fil-
Porziuncola. [1-Kapitlu
b'mod uffi¢jali infetah il-
Gimgha  permezz  ta'
pellegrinagg ghal La
Verna. Ghalkemm kienet
gurnata xita imma xorta
wahda La Verna fiha s-
seher  taghha. Is-Sibt
filghodu, kellna zewg
diskorsi tajbin hafna mill-
Ministru General u mill-
isqof t'Assisi. Bhala
moderaturi gew maghzula

l-Povin¢jal t'Assisi, Fra
Massimo Reschilian, l-ex
Ministru  General, Fra

Giacomo Bini u Fra John
Doctor, provinc¢jal ta' St.

Louis. Wara nofsinhar
kien imiss l-istoriku Don
Felica Accrocca li

pprezenta l-izvilupp tar-
regola matul is-snin.

[1-Hadd kienet
gurnata libera. Jien gew
ghalija mill-kunvent ta'
Farneta, fejn hemm 1-
istudenti 1li kienu novizzi
man-novizzi taghna,
Walter u Joseph. Ghaddejt
gurnata maghhom u
jidhru mheggin hafna li
jkollhom okkazjoni li jzuru
Malta.

Matul din Il-ewwel
gimgha il-granet kienu
mgqgassmin fkonferenzi u
gruppi skond il-lingwi (2
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taljani, 2 spanjoli, 2
inglizi, 1 portugiz, 1
fran¢iz, i germaniz, 1
pollakk u 1 kroat). II-
gurnata kienet tkun
imqassma hekk: 7.00am
talb ta' filghodu u

quddiesa, 8.00 breakfast,
u mid-9 sa' nofsinhar
konferenza u laqghat fi
gruppi. Fis-1.00pm 1l-ikel
u nergghu niltaqghu mit-
3.30 sas-7.00 pm u fit-8
¢cena. Jiena kont fit-tieni
grupp ingliz u l-grupp kien
iffurmat minn dawn il-
pajjizi: Amerika, Ingilterra,
Irlanda, Indja, Pakistan,
Afrika, Singapore u
Filippini. Hija xi haga
nteressanti li tisma’ 1-
esperjenzi differenti u fl-
istess hin l-istess
problemi. Haga i
ntoghgbot hafna fdan il-
kapitlu kien 1li kellna
hafna hin ghad-
diskussjoni fi gruppi u
bible sharing.

It-Tnejn kellimna I-

professur tal-filosofija
Dario Antiseri dwar il-
hsieb tal-filosofija
frangiskana il-bierah u

llum. Bhala bible sharing
kellna Luqa 7,1-10. It-
Tlieta bhala konferenza
ngliza kellna Il-quddiesa
fil-kappella tal-Porziuncola
fis-7.30am. Kellmittna s-
superjura generali tas-
sorijiet il-bojod, Sr.
Christiana Megabene,
dwar ir-relazzjonijiet
fraterni. Bhala bible
sharing kellna 1Kor 12,
31. L-Erbgha bhala
konferenzier = kellna 1-
professur Vjetnamiz Peter
Phan 1li kellimna dwar il-
htiega tad-djalogu bejn ir-
religjonijiet differenti fil-
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hajja tal-lum. Bhala bible
sharing kellna s-silta Gw
4,1-26. Is-Segretarju tal-
Kapitlu talabna biex
nitolbu ghal novizz mill-
Peru 1i jidher 1i ghereq fix-
xmara. Il-Hamis, 21 ta'
Settembru kien jum ta'
riflessjoni dwar ir-regola.
Fost l-avvizi tal-gurnata s-
Segretarju tal-kapitlu
awgura lilna 1-Maltin ghal
Jum l-Indipendenza u
ghadda kumment pozittiv
dwar kemm il-provinéja ta'
Malta kienet minn dejjem

numeruza (rispett il-
percentwal tal-
popolazzjoni). Bhala
konferenzier kellna lil Fr.

Corenelius Bohl dwar ir-
regola bhala proposta tal-
vangelu fid-dinja tal-lum.
Wara kellna hin ta'
riflessjoni personali u fi
gruppi. Filghaxija kellna
hin ta' talb flimkien fis-
santwarju ta' San Damjan.
Hawnhekk hadt gost
niltaga' mal-membri tal-
fraternita’ mill-gdid 1
baghtu hafna tislijiet lin-
novizzi Walter u Joseph.
Jidher 1li ghall-professjoni
fMalta se jippruvaw jinzlu
l-gwardjan tal-fraternita’ u
l-mastru.

Ghac¢-cena ta'
filghaxija, fl-okkazjoni ta'
Jum I-Indipendenza,
bhala provinc¢ja ghaddejna
gelat. I[I-gimgha kienet
gurnata ddedikata ghad-
diskors tal-Ministru
General. Wara kien hemm
hin ta' diskussjoni fil-
gruppi u domandi diretti
lill-General. Wara ¢-¢ena
konna mistiedna fl-awla
fejn il-Kustodju tal-Art
Imgaddsa pprezenta d-dvd
gdid dwar il-missjoni ta' 1-

1

Art Imgaddsa maghmul
bl-ghanjuna tal-Antonjani
ta' Bologna. Hadt gost
niltaga’ mal-Kustodju li
jidher bniedem mimli bl-
entuzjazmu u determinat
u ghandu stima kbira
taghna 1-Maltin. B'mod
informali kellimni jekk
nistghux bhala provinc¢ja
nkunu responsabbli tal-
kunventi ta' Rodi jew
Cipru!  Is-Sibt filghodu
komplejna bid-diskussjoni
dwar id-diskors tal-
General, kemm fi gruppi
kif ukoll fl-assembleja.
Filghaxija kellna sezzjoni
ta' talb ghand il-Klarissi.
Kellna zewg riflessjonijiet
sbih hafna minn Giacomo
Bini u 1-Badessa.
Filghaxija attendejt ghar-
ruzarju au flambeux fil-
bazilka... verament ikun
hawn in-nies u atmosfera
sabiha.

[1-Hadd kienet
gurnata libera. Fid-9.00
am kellna l-quddiesa tal-
lingwa ngliza. Kienet

gurnata sabiha u hafna
telqu bil-mixi lejn Assisi.
Filghodu gaghadt indur il-
librerija tal-Porziuncola w
ittawwalt dagxejn ghall-
quddiesa parrokkjali.
Hadt gost mnara hafna
koppji zghar bit-tfal ghall-
quddiesa. Wara nofsinhar
tlajt Assisi u filghaxija
konna mistiedna fis-sala
ghal serata mtella' miz-
zghazagh tal-parrocc¢a bit-

tema: jiena dejjem
maghkom’. Matul din il-
gurnata  l-ex  Ministri
Generali flimkien mal-

Ministru General ghaddew
hin ta' talb u diskussjoni
fil-komunita' ta' San
Damjan.
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Fraternity on the Road
to Emmaus

Pierre Brunette, OFM

To speak of fraternity
through the lens of the
Emmaus experience is a
considerable challenge.
We are well acquainted
with this gospel text. Luke
is responding to a twofold
concern. He wants to
justify the mission of the
disciples and ground their
witness to the
resurrection. His narrative
unfolds as a progressive
encounter with the risen

Jesus. The Christians to
whom Luke addresses
himself are asking the

following questions: How
can one encounter Christ
when one can hardly
recognize the signs of his
presence? How to believe
in him as living when one
has lost sight of his body?
The effort of the naissant
Church will consist in
rediscovering his presence
and reconstituting the
traces of his Body while on
the road in a time of
persecution and
missionary expansion.

Graces and Trials

When the narrative stars,
two are present, Cleophas
and his companion; they
are going through a
dramatic moment. The
number two, at the time,
provided credibility for
every official act of
witnessing. Together, they
will pass from a state
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where their are
prevented from
recognizing that Christ is
with them to eyes which
open to his visit in their
burning hearts.

eyes

We are two, three
and more, journeying
together as Christians,

seeking God, professing
the Gospel and departing
on mission. The number is
relative. There are never
enough of us to meet the
challenge of fraternal
communion. There are
always too many of us
who fall short of the
radicalism required for the
form of life promised in
fraternity. An overview of
the founding intuition of
the Order in Francis’
Testament tells us who
we are or who we are
meant to be since the
beginnings. From 1209,
the fraternal life displays
itself as:
. a gift of the Lord (14)
. a place for the
revelation of the
pattern of life
according to the holy
Gospel (14)an
opportunity for
adoring Christ here
and in all the
churches throughout
the entire world (5)
. a setting
possessing  nothing
and for taking
responsibility for

for

others (15)

. a condition of being
simple and subject to
all (19)

. an ability to work in
order to show

example and to avoid
idleness (20)

. a means of bestowing
peace to those
passing by (23)

. a privileged place to

receive the blessing

of the Father (40)

The Testament
reveals that the fraternity
is a grace, always a calling
and in expectancy of
fulfilment. But with time,
it also becomes a place for
purification and trials.
This is why the Testament
adds that it is:

. a place of
appropriation (24)

. a warning to remain
pilgrims and
strangers (24)

. a risk of using
privileges and not
behaving as Catholics
(31)

. a possibility of being
rejected for the sake
of the mission (26)
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. a temptation to
complicate or betray
the heritage (39)

. a risk of not
observing it until the
end (39)

The common ideal is

summed up in the Laws
of the Pilgrim as outlined
by Celano in 1247: to be
sheltered under
someone else’s roof, to
travel in peace, and to
thirst for their
homeland (2C59). Life
itself will see to it that we
will either stray from or
experience this ideal: the
Rule and the
Admonitions repeat
warnings concerning the
inevitable difficulties
encountered in the hearts
of each one and in the

midst of fraternal
relationships.

The Way and the
Disarray

The Emmaus gospel
episode takes place while
one is on the road. The
“two hours walk” from
Jerusalem (or seven miles
from Jerusalem) prepare
from afar the breaking of
the bread around the table
and the opening of the
eyes of faith. Cleophas and
his companion leave
Jerusalem and “all the
things that had occurred”,
that is to say, an
incomprehensible  situa-
tion. They distance
themselves from the
dramatic events that had
affected Jesus and his
community. They commit
themselves to a path that
will disperse them and
take them away from their
communal experience, and

L-AHBAR OTTUBRU 2006

they find refuge in the
securities of ordinary life.
Their path is rather one
that leads to disarray, a
diaspora. Draw a circle of
a day’s walk around
Jerusalem: Emmaus can
be anywhere!
Archeologists do not agree
on its precise location.
There are four possible
sites on the map for this
village. Emmaus, then,
symbolizes the world they
know, which causes the
lesser fear and threatens
less. They exile themselves
in order to simply live
ordinary lives.

Fraternal life leads
us on unforeseen paths
marked at times by
disarray. Who among us
has not lost his bearings in
one’s prayer life, faith in
someone, hope in a group,
excitement over one’s work
or ministry? Who among
us, as leaders, has not
considered withdrawing
from the fraternity, gone
into exile after a failure,
thrown up one’s arms
because of a brother who
creates problems, fled an
unsolvable crisis in order
to find refuge elsewhere?
Of such was the trial of
the Hebrew people in the
desert, tempted as they
were to return to the
chains of their slavery.

Each one of wus can
identify the occasional or
chronic moments of

disarray. Francis names
the sins which cause us to
give up on the group and
to take one’s distance from

the fraternity: to
appropriate a position and
not want to leave it,

become scandalized over

the sins of others, lose
peace or be angry because
of an injustice or a
contention, refuse to
accept sickness, suffer
from the lack of
appreciation, etc. As
“ministers and servants”,
we are often witnesses to
difficult life situations. To
be receptive to the
Emmaus moments of
others without losing one’s
deep peace, one must first
take stock of the truth of
one’s own journey. And,
above all, convert one’s
own heart, one’s own
perception and mentality
towards the other. No
fraternal journey, arduous
as it may be, is useless, no
matter whether it seeks to
remain in Jerusalem or to
distance one’s self from it.

A Necessary Word

The Emmaus journey
unfolds while the travelers
are speaking. Luke says
“they were discussing all
the things that had
occurred.” Strangely
enough, the etymologies of
the words discussing and

discerning express the
notion of sorting out the
facts of a situation,
explaining and

understanding them. The
effort that the disciples are
making to name what has
happened creates the
basis for the dialogue.
Marked as it 1is Dby
blindness and emotions,
the words that they
exchange create solidarity.
One can guess the gist of
what they are talking
about; what follows in the
text is revelatory. This two
by two is the contrary of
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the sending forth in
mission of the seventy-
two, two by two to bring
peace, heal and announce
the Kingdom. In this case,
there is no mandate nor
goal other than to become
accomplices of a disarray
too heavy to carry. And
yet, it is precisely at this

point that the third
Traveler arrives. They
inform him: they speak

about Jesus to him, his
condemnation and death
at the hands of priests
and rulers, and above all,
about their shattered
hopes. They add that they
are astounded by what a
few women had to say
about the disappearance
of the body and the fact
that some say he is living.
By recreating the basic
elements of the events,
they enter within them
with their hope and
subsequent deception.
Without knowing it they
entrust their poverty to
the stranger.

One will never say
enough about the
importance of telling one’s
story to weave the bonds
of trust. To tell one’s story
is not a power one has nor
is it in any way
hierarchical. It consists in
words that are necessary
for communion. One has
access to the intimacy of
the other. One must
undergo many hours of
attentive listening to grasp
what is within a story,
more than the facts
surrounding it. There is
the intensity of feelings,
the play of memory, the
inner thirst, the vision of
the world, the wounds and
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the dreams, the falls and
the recoveries, in short
everything that reveals the
intimacy of the heart and
the sacred in everyone’s
story. Sharing one’s
experience to this extent
creates the basis for
fraternity.

We are
many texts
congresses.
multiplying words,
formulating plans and
providing references to our
heritage which add
considerably weight to the
amount of Franciscan
literature. Our Chapter,
entrusted with the
Instrumentum laboris, its
reports and conferences
(mine included), attests to
this. We must not miss
out on the only word that
really matters today: the
breath of the Spirit in
our lives and in that of
the brothers entrusted
to us. In an extraordinary
Chapter or in the midst of
a local Chapter, the most
pertinent words are the
ones that are close to
spiritual experience, the
ones that assemble us and
send us forth in mission:

producing
in our
We are

the Word of God to and journeying with

in us.
It is also at this point
that one encounters an

inevitable crisis. The
Greek word Krisis
expresses it: sort out a

situation, pass judgment,
debate, discuss and
decide. If there is a crisis
in the fraternity today, it is
because of the difficulty of
speaking rightly and truly,
without reservations and
in total trust, and at times
beginning with our own

poverty. We know the
causes of our deceptions
and defections. We often
name them as if they were
outside of us. What do we
really say among ourselves
as brothers? What do our
words reveal? Who listens
and accompanies them as
was the case for the
disciples? The words that
are likely to send us again
on mission are the ones
that we risk together in
responding to the ever new
call of Christ. I've leaned
quickly that one never
loses out when one
attempts share or
explain one’s story”.
Everything in one’s
experience contributes to
forge words that are
authentic: what happens
to us, what we do and
what we seek. We must
stir  up a renewed
language based on the
essential: our passion for
God and for the world,
that is to say, for the
Gospel and our mission.
All the words that are
consented to empower our
growth. Every culture has

{{to

its own manner of
approaching and
others.

How can we go beyond
written and virtual
declarations if not by
daring to share words that
are true and come from the
heart? What we can
confide to each other
today, as was the case for
yesterday and will be so
for tomorrow, is simple:
our  joys and our
hardships, our silences
and our discoveries, our
needs and our wisdom. In
short, the truth of our
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being. Jesus’ question
resonates in us: “What are
you discussing as you
walk along?”

The Stranger or Unity
in the Midst of
differences

In the gospel of
Emmaus, one passes from
two to three travelers.
Luke writes, “Jesus
himself drew near and
walked with them.” He is
not recognized but
nonetheless becomes their

companion; he journeys
with  them, questions
them, takes in their

reproaches and begins to
listen to their story. He
“stays with them” during

these two hours of
walking, which to all
appearances seems

useless. Everything that’s
at stake takes place then.
He reproaches them for
their lack of intelligence,
their slowness in
believing, then explains to
them how Scripture
referred to Him and how it
touches them. He
incarnates Peter’s
expression: he is a “pilgrim
and a stranger” (1P2,11):
the one who comes from
elsewhere, who passes by
without any fixed abode,
the other by his difference.
The crucified Risen One
presents himself without
making any demands.
Francis understands
the expression “pilgrims
and strangers” to be that
which explains the
condition of our fraternal
life. In our Franciscan
mysticism, we emphasize
more the art of living the
pilgrimage that the
strangeness of the
L-AHBAR OTTUBRU 2006

experience. On the
spiritual level, we surmise
that there is no rest
possible in the exile
towards interiority: we
remain pilgrims with “a
nostalgia for things that
are above”, without feeling
that we have attained it
definitively. The nostalgia
for an elsewhere is like a
wound in our fraternal
words. The strange in this
exile is primarily within
oneself but also in one’s
relationships. And, above
all, in the overwhelming
experience of God. The
feeling of strangeness is
often more upsetting than
the rigours of the road.
There is an abyss between
what we live and want to
live together, between our
actual journey and where
we want to go together.
But to accept this wound,
humbly with others, keeps
us young and keeps our
gaze turned toward what
is essential.

After having spoken
at great length once again
on our identity as Friars

Minor in Chapter, after
having renewed our
profession in 2009, we
shall still remain strangers
to one another. This
condition takes away

whatever pretense may be
ours for the 8th centenary;
it is the price that must be
paid to encounter Christ.
Our journey forward is
only of value by the gift of
our persons with our
differences, which is what
Jesus is the first to do
when he gives himself as
someone to  discover.
Where does the spiritual
begin in our fraternity?
Nowhere else but in my

humanity accepted as
such and shared, my
personal story fully

accepted, my feelings, my
heart and my mind
reconciled, the others at
my side. In spite of this

brokenness, it is as if I
were to say to my
brothers, “never without

you to go to God and to
depart for the highways of
the world.”

The Emerging Desire
The gospel passage
continues with Jesus’s
reproach and explanation
of the Scriptures until
they reach where they are
going. He gives the
impression that he was
going on further in order
to make them react: “Stay
with us, for it is nearly
evening.” And Luke adds,
“So he went in to stay with
them.”
The verb to stay suggests
their eagerness to
continue the experience.
The image is taken from
Mark’s gospel where Jesus
names twelve “to be with
him” before sending them
forth to preach (Mk 3,14).
One thinks also of Mary of
Bethany, “staying at his
feet” to listen to his words
(Lk 10,39) or again the
recommendation of the
Master in the Johaninne
testament “to dwell in his
love”. “Stay with us, Lord”
becomes an urgent
request for the
companionship and the
duration of the sharing. It
is an imperative for our
present as well as a pledge
for our future.

In the fraternity,
inevitably, we create a
culture that fosters
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throughout the journey.
The Gospel teaches wus

| that it is little by little that

¥ this desire is set aflame in

settling down and staying
put. We wish to establish

ourselves in one place and
a given life setting, a
ministry or a mission
territory. We develop
Ratios of all kinds,
ongoing formation,
criterias for initial
formation, a constant
rewriting of the
Constitutions of
Statutes: there are
legitimate reactions
indicative of our

willingness to adapt but
which also points to our
will to endure. No matter
what age we may be,
sooner or later, each
brother will experience the
desire to lay roots, to
settle down in a life style
or remain fixed to an
established pattern in his
search. At other more
crucial times, he will be
tempted to leave a name
for himself, a reputation,
an inheritance, belong-
ings, a work. In biblical
language, one would say

erect a stele; in
psychology, one would
speak of resistance. If

there is little space left
among us to express the
desire “Stay with us Lord?,
then we end up losing our
way on the path and the
gestures of ordinary life
that sustain us fade away.
We must kindle the desire
within us to establish
ourselves in Him, together,
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the heart and the spirit.
The Fraternity:

Ever in the Process of
Becoming Witnesses

The Emmaus episode
ends quickly. As soon as
their eyes are opened at
table, the Risen One
withdraws. What occurs is
a recognition in absence.
“At that very moment”,
they read things
differently and then return
to Jerusalem to be with
the Eleven again. They
take the missionary route
to integrate themselves
with the rest of the
community: faith restores
what dispersion had
destroyed. Having become
in their turn living
gospels, they are ready to
be receptive to the witness
of the others while telling
of their encounter with
Christ on the road and at
the table.

Where can on find the
meaning of fraternity in
mission? Simply, at the
junction of all these
lived experiences. Facts
are not enough to form a
community. Stories on the
road and strong feelings
are likewise not enough.
Even less, recourse to the
Gospel alone. Nor the
witness of others. Neither
is daily conviviality at the
table and the breaking of
the bread enough. A
spiritual search closed in
on its own security and
cut off from others yields
nothing. The missionary

question bears repeating:
where can one find a living
fraternity?

And the response to
the search for fraternity
finds itself in the
courageous reconciliation
with all moments elicited
and set forth by the
Gospel. To open the eyes
of faith and set hearts
among brothers burning
one must set aside our

personal journeys, our
way of listening to the
Word, our hopeful
stirrings, our search for

signs of his presence, our
memory of the past, our
urgency to let us be
evangelized, our desire to
remain with Him, our
attachment to the
community, and our sens
of emergency in bringing
his message to the world.
Day  after day, the
meaning of the fraternal
form of life we are looking
for is to be discovered in
the going back and forth
between Jerusalem and
Emmaus, on the road and
at the inn, with words and

in silence, with the
memory and the
interpretation of the

Scriptures, with receptive
hearts, minds enlightened,
the courage to believe,
accompanied by the
precious and fragile gift of
our brothers and sisters.
The Crucified Risen One,
who at times allows
himself to be seen and at
other times withdraws
from sight, becomes a
brother Pilgrim and
Stranger with us, the first
to tell his story and to

witness  without  the hand down to wus his
community similarly has inheritance.
no lasting effect. The

15




Mill-Kunsill tal-Formazzjoni

Sena Frandiskana

Formazzjoni Inizjali (2006 — 2007)

L-istudenti taghna ser jaghmlu s-

sena Frangiskana, kif indikat mill-Ordni,

matul din is-sena li gejja, malli jirritornaw

min-Novizzjat u wara I-Professjoni

Temporanja li sejra ssir nhar il-Gimgha 6
ta’ Ottubru, fil-Knisja taghna tal-Belt.

Skop:

Biex I-Istudenti taghna jagharfu
aktar il-mod kif nippruvaw nghixu s-
sejha frangiskana taghna fir-realta
konkreta ta’ pajjizna u fghazla ta’
appostolati li jirriflettu I-ghazliet
ministerjali provincjali.

Biex jitharrgu fl-istil ta’ hajja taghna
u jikbru fuq livell uman, kristjan u
frangiskan permezz ta’ formazzjoni
intelletwali u prattika qabel ma
jkomplu l-istudji filosofi¢i u teologici
proprji tas-sejha sacerdotali (jekk

hemm |-opzjoni ghas-sacerdozju).

Proposti li gew accettati biex ikunu parti

mis-Sena Frangiskana:

[l-proposti huma bazi¢i u jistghu jigu

ipprezentati fforma ta’ lectures u li

L-AHBAR OTTUBRU 2006

jinkludu fihom parti prattika.

Principji ta’ Filosofija Frangiskana
Prinipji ta’ Teologija Frangiskana
Storja tal-Provincja — Introduzzjoni
ghall-gharfien ta’ I-Arkivju u |-
Bibljoteka Provincjali

Materja Frangiskana: Spiritwalita
Frangiskana kif espressa fil-Haijjiet
tal-Qaddisin Frangiskani
[I-Katekizmu tal-Knisja Kattolika:
Introduzzjoni ghat-taghlim u |-
ghixien tal-hajja nisranija. L-
ghazliet tal-Knisja Maltija espressi
fis-Sinodu Djocesan.

Gustizzja u Paci u Harsien ta’ I-
Ambjent: Storja u Dokument-
azzjoni/ Laboratorju tal-Paci Hal
Far. Zjarat fil-Habs, grati u Refugee
Centres.

Formazzjoni Missjunarja: |I-
Kustodja ta’ I-Art Imgaddsa — Storja
u fil-prezent/Appostolat tal-
Kummissarjat ta’ I-Art Imqaddsa. |I-
prezenza taghna fil-Libya, Londra u
fi-Honduras.

Introduzzjoni eziztenzjali ma’ I-
Iskrittura Mgaddsa
Akkumpanjament spiritwali (Skola
ta’ Talb, direzzjoni)

Introduzzjoni ghall-Friary
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Management/Accounting

. Sehem fiz-Zjara Frangiskana

. Sehem fl-Animazzjoni Vokazzjonali

. Volontarjat: Dar tal-Kleru/Little
Sisters/Sorijiet ta” Mother Theresa
Bormla

. Djar ta’ I-Irtiri: Principji ta’ Preached
u Directed Retreat. Esperjenza tar-

Regola ta’ I-Eremitaggi.

Responsabilit ta’ Animazzjoni ser tkun f
idejn:

[I-Kunsill tal-Formazzjoni, ic-Coetus tal-
Fraternita’ tar-Rabat flimkien mal-Mastru

tal-Formazzjoni.

Laqghat ta’ Formazzjoni Permanenti
ghall-Patrijiet tal-Provin¢ja
2006 — 2007

L-ahhar Sibt ta’ Ottubru (28), Novembru
(25), Frar (24) u April (28).

Laqgghat flimkien marbuta ma’ temi ta’ I-
Istorja tal-Provin¢ja taghna li ser jigu

pprezentati minn P. Gorg Aquilina, OFM.

Jannar: Laqghat ma’ P. Giacomo Bini
OFM - Costruire la nostra Casa - |d-dati

ezatti jithabbru I-quddiem.

Laqghat tal-Kunsill tal-Formazzjoni
L-ewwel Tnejn ta’ kull xahar
(Ottubru 2006 — Lulju 2007)

Jiem ta’ Mistrieh

Matul Settembru kien hawn fostna ghal
ftit jiem ta’ mistrieh Fra Joe Bonello,
OFM, missjunarju fil-Honduras. Fra Joe,
fdawn l-ahhar snin ged iwettaq il-hidma
fil-parro¢¢a Sant’Anna, tlett darbiet
akbar minn Malta fdik 1i hi estenzjoni
ta’ art, b’popolazzjoni ta’ 60,000
persuna. Il-parro¢¢a hi mibnija minn
diversi villaggi zghar fil-kampanja,
b’hafna minnhom imwarrba sew mic-
¢entru, ohrajn huma maqtughin
minhabba l-istat hazin tat-toroq jew
ghaliex huma mibnija mal-gholjiet. Biex
iwettaq din il-hidma, hu ikollu juza’
diversi mezzi ta’ trasport bhal land
drover, iz-ziemel jew bil-mixi.
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Blessing of relics of

Maltese

Francsican

On Monday 28
August 2006 Frs. George
Aquilina and Anthony
Chircop returned from a
three day visit to the town
of Noto in Sicily, bringing
with them the relics of Fra
Domenico da Malta
(Mifsud), supposedly
hailing from the village of
Gharghur, who died a holy
death at Noto, in Sicily in
1601, after having lived
there during the last
decades of the 16th
century.

The relics were
originally kept in the
Franciscan church of
Santa Maria di Gesu'.
When this friary was
closed they were
transported to the house
of the Ursoline Sisters of
Noto. The bishop of Noto
encouraged the Maltese
Francsicans to request
that these relics be
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brought back to Malta. friar, and sealed with the
After asking for seal of the bishop of Noto.
permission from the Domenico Mifsud is
ecclesiastical authorities  considered to be a

in Malta, Fr. George Blessed, but only within
Aquilina, as historian of the confines of the Order
the Maltese Franciscan of Friars Minor.
Province, crossed over to

Sicily to be handed with He has never been
the small wooden casket  declared officially a
containing the mortal Blessed by the Church,

remains of the Franciscan and therefore cannot
receive any official cult.
For the moment his relics
have been placed in the
chapel of the Franciscan
friary of Santa Marija ta'
Gesu' (ta' Giezu) in
Valletta. Fr. George
Aquilina is working to
provide a historical
background to the life of
this previously unkown
Maltese Francsican
"Blessed".

Fra Gorg Aqulina u
Fra Twannu Chircop
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Prot. C 247-1493/06

MONS. GIUSEPPE MALANDRINO
Vescovo di Noto

-Vista Iistanza del 1-7-2006, sottoscritta dal Rev.mo Padre Paolo Galea, Ministro Provinciale della
Provincia Francescana “San Paolo”, dell’Ordine Francescani Minori, con sede in 291, St. Paul’s Street,
Valletta, VLT ,07, Malta; approvata e controfirmata da S. Ecc.za Rev.ma Mons. Giuseppe Mercieca,
Arcivescovo di Malta, con cui si chiede che vengano consegnate alla suddetta Provincia Francescana le
Reliquie delle ossa del corpo del Beato Domenico Mifsud, fratello laico, appartenente all’Ordine dei
Francescani Minori Osservanti, morto in odore di santita a Noto antica nel 1570.

-Accertata 'autenticita di dette sacre Reliquie, contenute in una cassetta lignea di dimensioni
em.47x31 di larghezza e cm.27 di altezza, con sopraimpressa nella facciata della medesima 'iscrizione
“OSSA BEATI DOMINICI;” cassetta trasferita dal convento di Noto antica, distrutto dal terremoto del
1693, nella chiesa Santa Maria di Ges, annessa all’ex convento dei Frati Francescani Minori in Noto:
in detta chiesa custodita fino all’anno 2003; successivamente, a seguito della chiusura dell’Istituto
Assistenziale Carlo Giavanti, gia ospitato nell’ex convento, e alla chiusura al culto di detta chiesa, &
stata affidata alle Suore Orsoline di Malta presso il Seminario Vescovile di Noto.

-Oggi sabato ventisei agosto duemilasei, ore dieci, nei locali dell’Episcopio di Noto, alla
presenza del Vicario Generale della Diocesi di Noto, Mons, Francesco Guccione, e del Rettore del

Seminario Vescovile di Noto, Sac. Rosario Gisana,

CONSEGNO

alla Provincia “San Paolo” dell’Ordine dei Francescani Minori di Malta, nella persona del Rev.mo
Sac. P. Giorgio Aquilina, Vice Postulatore della medesima Provincia dell’Ordine dei Francescani
Minori di Malta, la suddetta cassetta lignea contenente le sacre Reliquie del Beato Domenico Mifsud,
legata con nastro rosso, non sigillata, ai fini di eventuali controlli da parte delle Autorita Doganali di
Frontiera.

Si affida al soprannominato Rev.mo Ministro Provinciale della Provincia San Paolo dei
Francescani Minori di Malta, disporre, nel rispetto delle eventuali relative norme vigenti
nell’Arcidiocesi di Malta, la chiusura della suddetta cassetta con proprio sigillo e relativa custodia.

Del presente atto si redigono tre copie originali, che vengono consegnate: una al Rev.mo
Ministro Provinciale O.F.M. di Malta; una alle Autorita Doganali di Frontiera di Pozzallo; una
all’Archivio della Curia Vescovile di Noto. ‘gﬁ%
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Franciscan Province of St. Paul 1. The Apostle

N D7

Provincial Curia
291, St. Paul's Street,
Valletta, VLT 07,
Malta.

Tel: 238218 / 234042
Fax: 231266

S. E. Rev.ma Mons. Giuseppe Malandrino
Seminario Vescovile
96017 — NOTO (Sicilia).

1 luglio 2006
Eccl. Rev.ma

La Provincia Francescana dei Frati Minori di Malta chiede umilmente il Suo
permesso affinché possa far trasportare al Convento di Santa Maria di Gesu alla
Valletta in Malta, i resti mortali del confratello Fra Domenico Mifsud [+ 1570], che
erano conservate nella Sacrestia del ex-Convento di Santa Maria di Gesu a Noto. Una
volta chiuso questo convento di Noto, il ritorno a Malta dei resti, di uno dei
personaggi che hanno lasciato una fama di santita, sara per la Provincia uno stimolo
non indifferente.

Per la cronaca ricordiamo che dal 1494 fino al 1819 i conventi di Malta
facevano parte della Provincia Sicula. [.’anno 1623 fu fatta la divisione di questa
Provincia in tre Provincie autonome secondo i tre Valli. Malta unitamente con altri
sedici Conventi facevano parte della Provincia del Val di Noto e Malta. Molti frati
maltesi erano dispersi in tutti i conventi. Alcuni hanno lasciato memoria di laboriosita,
erudizione e santitd. Fra questi I’'umile fratello laico Domenico Mifsud che trascorse
quasi tutta la sua vita religiosa fino alla morte a Noto. La sua fama di santita, senza
altro, raggiunse la sua Isola d’origine, ¢ fu da sempre stimato con venerazione. In
virti della sua vita esemplare, I’Ordine riconobbe le inestimabili qualita al punto tale
che decise di ¢ annoverarlo fra i confratelli di santa vita. Un suo ritratto si conserva
ancora con stima nella sacretia del suo villaggio natale di Casal Gargur dove si trova
anche una strada in suo nome. Un’altro ritratto ¢ esposto nei corridoi dell’ Aula Magna
della vecchia Universita degli Studi alla Valletta, e un altro ancora al nostro convento
di Rabat di Notabile.

La nostra Provincia Francescana di Malta ¢ anziosa di non lasciare che si
perde un’ occasione come questa di chiedere umilmente a Sua Eccl. Rev.ma il
persesso di trasportare a Malta 1’urna nella quale vengono continenti questi resti, per
noi infinitamente preziosi.

E della grazia, ecc.

Umile Servo di Sua Eccellenza,

[M ) M:y&v

. Paolo Galea, OF
Ministro Provinciale.
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Mill-gurnali lokali

FRA NOEL MUSCAT OFM DWAR IL-HIDMA TIEGHU FL-ART IMQADDSA

‘L-Insara l-iktar li

“Wisq nibza’ li 1-
instabbilita’ politika u I-
gwerer fil-pajjizi tal-Lvant
Nofsani qed ikomplu
jservu biex igerrxu hafna
izjed insara milli jibgghu
jghixu f’'dawn il-postijiet
minn fejn twieldet ir-
religjon Kristjana.”

Dan galu Fra Noel
Muscat, li huwa 1-Prefett
tal-Formazzjoni Frangisk-
ana f’Gerusalemm,
fintervista li saret minn
Walter Sultana, gurnalista
ghall-Gensillum.

“L-invazjoni ta’ 1-Iraq
waslet biex hafna nsara
telqu 1 barra. L-istess ged
jigri fil-Libanu. Ta’ min
isemmi li I-Libanu huwa I-
uniku pajjiz Musulman li
storikament 1-Insara
ghexu fih minghajr
problemi. Kien hemm
hafna Insara li emigraw
wara l-gwerra tas-snin
tmenin, u wisq nibza’ li
jista’ jigri l-istess wara dak
li gara fl-ahhar gimghat.
Dan ifisser li 1-pajjiz se jigi
iktar Islamizzat.

“L-istess qed jigri
fIzrael, fejn il-maggoranza
ta’ l-Insara huma
Palestinjani. [llum dawn
jghoddu biss tnejn fil-mija
tal-popolazzjoni, fejn fil-
passat l-ghadd kien
ilahhaq anki 1-10 fil-mija.

Dan il-fatt huwa
inkwetanti minhabba li 1-
Knisja dejjem hosbiena li
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jigu affettwati’

b’din ir-rata s-santwarji
tal-Fidwa Imgaddsa
jistghu jispi¢caw
muzewijiet ghall-pellegrini
minghajr ma jibga’ jkun
hemm komunita’ lokali.
“Biss biss nistghu
nsemmu l-parrocéca ta’
San Salvatur
f’Gerusalemm hija wahda
mill-ikbar parrocéi ta’ I-Art
Imgaddsa u tlahhaq biss
il-15-il-elf persuna.
Mistoqgsi x’jista’ jsir
biex ma jibgax ikun hemm
dan it-tnaqqis, huwa qal li
I-Kustodja ta’ 1-Art
Imgaddsa ged tiehu
diversi inizjattivi biex
thajjar lill-insara jibqghu
jghixu fdawn il-postijiet.
“Tant li bnejna
diversi housing estates
biex koppji zghazagh
ikunu jistghu jghixu
fihom, kif ukoll
noffrulhom postijiet tax-
xoghol fid-diversi hidmiet

li nwettqu.
“Id-diffikulta’ tinqala’ hekk
kif jonqos in-numru ta’
pellegrini li jigu fl-artijiet
ta’ I-Art Imqgaddsa. Dan
iwassal biex ma jkunx
hemm dhul bizzejjed biex
inkunu nistghu nsostnu 1-
pagi ta’ dawn in-nies. Bir-
rizultat li 1-Kustodja biex
izzommhom jahdmu
maghha trid tohrog
ammont sostanzjali mill-
pagi minghajr ma tkun
ged iddahhal xejn lura. I1-
Kustodja ghamlet diversi
snin thallas 70 fil-mija tal-
pagi ta’ dawn in-nies, li
prattikament ma kienu
ged jaghmlu xejn.”

“Ghall-grazzja t’Alla,
din is-sena l-ammont ta’
pellegrini beda jizdied
iktar minn dawk tas-snin
l-ohra. Din rajnieha matul
is-sena l-ohra u anki din
is-sena fl-Ghid.

“Izda sfortunatament
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regghet qalet daqqa ta’
harta minn mindu Izrael
attakkat lil-Libanu. Meta
n-nies jaraw fuq il-mezzi
tax-xandir bomba taga’ fil-
Lvant Nofsani jibdew
jassoc¢jaw il-glied ma’
dawn il-postijiet bil-
konsegwenza li ma jigux il
hawn.

“Huwa importanti 1i
n-nies jifhmu li dak li
jaraw mhumiex affarijiet 1i
ged jigru wara l-bieb tas-
Santwarji. Ma ninsewx li I-
postijiet l-iktar vulnerabbli
fl-Art Imqaddsa huma 1-
Istrixxa ta’ Gaza, u parti
mis-Sammarija.

“L-uniku Santwarju
li gieghed fl-Awtorita’
Palestinjana huwa dak ta’
Betlem. Ghalkemm kien
hemm mumenti ta’
diffikulta’ fis-sena 2002,
illum jidhlu fih minghajr 1-
ebda problema, wara li
ssir il-verifika li hemm
bzonn.”

Dwar l-offensiva
Izraeljana, Fra Noel qal 1i
mhux l-iskop tal-Patrijiet
Frangiskani li jidhlu
fargumenti politic¢i.

“Li nixtieq nghid
huwa dak li qal il-Papa, 1i
r-risposta kienet
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sproporzjonata. Veru li
hemm theddida ghall-Istat
ta’ Izrael, izda din mhix
gejja mil-Libanu, izda mill-
gruppi terroristi¢i bhal
Hizbollah u flzrael stess
il-Hamas. Izrael ghandu
ragun li jhossu mhedded,
u certament il-mod ta’ kif
irreagixxa huwa miftuh
ghad-diskussjoni.”

Huwa kompla jghid li
din is-sitwazzjoni ghandha
tkun kontrollata minn
forza internazzjonali bhal
dik tan-Nazzjonijiet Uniti.

“Inhoss li ghandu jsir
ezami tal-kuxjenza min-
naha tal-komunita’
internazzjonali u tidhol fil-
fond tal-problemi li hemm
fdawn iz-zoni. Ma ninsewx
li hemm diversi fatturi li
ged joholqu ingustizzji, u
I-vjolenza hija dejjem
rizultat ta’ sitwazzjoni ta’
ingustizja.

“Certament hadd ma
japprova l-vjolenza, tigi
minn fejn tigi, kemm jekk
gejja minn grupp
teroristiku fuq 1-Istat ta’
Izrael u kemm jekk tigi
mill-Istat ta’ [Zrael biex
jiddefendi lilu nnifsu.
Imma tajjeb li wiehed
jistagsi: x’inhi r-raguni

ghal din il-vjolenza?”

Fil-hidma tieghu fl-
Art Imqgaddsa, Fra Noel
ghandu r-responsabbilta’
tal-formazzjoni ta’ dawk li
jixtiequ jidhlu fl-Ordni
Frangiskan. Huwa jaghmel
ukoll hidma fil-Libanu
bhala parti minn din il-
formazzjoni.

“Fil-Libanu ghandna
zewg kunventi li huma
abitati, li huma dawk ta’
Bejrut u iehor fin-naha ta’
fuq ta’ Bejrut, fiz-zona ta’
Harissa.”

“L-iskop ta’ dawn id-
djar huwa li jiltaqghu
fihom zghazagh li jigu mis-
Sirja u mil-Libanu.
Ghaliex hafna drabi jsibu
diffikulta’ kbira biex
jistudjaw f1zreal
minhabba li uffi¢jalment
Izrael gieghed fi stat ta’
gwerra mas-Sirja u, kif
rajna fl-ahhar granet, mal-
Libanu wkoll.”

Sfortunatament din
il-gwerra harbtet is-
sitwazzjoni kollha.
Suppost kellu jkun hemm
sitt novizzi, tlieta Libanizi
u tliet persuni ohra li
geghdin diga’ flzreal li
gejjin mill-Argentina, mil-
Italja u l-iehor mill-Istati

Uniti. Il-problema hi li t-

i tliet Libanizi mhux se
il jilhqu jiehdu 1-permess
1Y fil-hin minhabba dak li

nqgala’. Issa se nehduhom

. ¥ h| jaghmlu 1-formazzjoni
't

f wagfien mill-glied, huwa

i taghhom fl-Italja.”
Mistogsijiet dwar il-

gal li dan kien pass
pozittiv izda li se jkun
difficeli biex jibga’
jinzamm “jekk ma jkunx
hemm ghajnuna
immedjata min-
Nazzjonijiet Uniti u dawk
kollha li jistghu jghinu,
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INTERVISTA MINN WALTER SULTANA GHAL Il-Gensillum

Novizzi lura minn
esperjenza ’Assisi

Fra Walter Vassallo ta’ 25
sena u Fra Joseph
Ciappara ta’ 22 sena gew
lura Malta fil-bidu ta’
Settembru wara sena
esperjenza f’Assisi bhala
parti mill-mixja ghas-
sacerdozju frangiskan.
Din is-sena ghandha
l-ghan li tghin lin-novizzi
biex jinqatghu mill-hajja
ta’ kuljum u jidhlu iktar
fil-fond fil-hajja
frangiskana, fi stil u
attitudni differenti minn
dik ta’ pajjizhom. Dan il-
ghan jilgghuh permezz ta’
approfondiment fil-hajja
frangiskana fit-talb u 1-
fraternita’; b’dan ta’ 1-
ahhar jigi attwat billi lkoll
iwettqu il-hidmiet li jkun
hemm bzonn fil-
komunita’.
Joseph Ciappara qal
li peress li jaf jahdem 1-
injam kien moghti dan it-
tip ta’ xoghol... ‘kont
nispi¢cca naghmel diversi
xogholijiet, dak li jkun
hemm bzonn kienu
jitolbuna u naghmluh.”
Huwa fisser li din 1-
esperjenza ‘bhal din
tibdlek minn gewwa u
tissodalek il-karattru’.
“L-ewwel ftit granet
ikunu diffi¢li minhabba li
trid tidra l-ambjent il-gdid
ta’ madwarek, kif ukoll
trid tosserva regoli godda
u tghix iktar fis-silenzju
biex issir taf aktar lill-
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Mulej li jkun qged
isejjahlek. Jiffukaw haftna
fuq il-karattru tal-
persuna. Bil-mod u bil-
pacenzja kollha jigwidawk
biex taghraf fejn tista’
tbiddel ghall-ahjar il-
karattru u d-difetti fil-
hajja nisranija.”

Walter zied li din 1-
esperjenza ghamlitlu
differenza li fhajtu: ‘l-
mentalita’ u l-kultura,
ghalkemm 1-Italja hu pajjiz
simili taghna, xorta wahda
thosshom differenti, mod
tmur f’post ghal-gimgha
jew tnejn u mod tmur
tghix sena shiha. Trid
tibni ¢ertu relazzjoni li
ghalkemm taf li se
tintemm wara sena xorta
wahda tipprova zzommha
stabbli, gisha dejjiema.”

Matul din is-sena, iz-
zewg novizzi Maltin kienu
ged jghixu fkomunita’ ta’
11 il-frangiskan, bil-bqgija
jkunu taljani.

Mistogsija x’kienet I-
iktar esperjenza li halliet
impressjoni fughom, it-
tnejn wiegbu bl-istess
mod. L-esperjenza tas-
silenzju li “ressqitna iktar
vi¢in ta’ Alla”.

“Is-soc¢jeta’ ta’ llum
ma tghinekx tiskopri s-
silenzju izda tbezzek
minnu. Jekk wiehed
joqghod ftit fis-silenzju, 1-
istorbju 1i hemm fil-
persuna johrog u tkun

tista’ tisimghu. Meta
tisma’ dan l-istorbju 1-
persuna tirrealizza kemm
ghandha bzonn tifhem
iktar lilha nnifisha.”

[I-gurnata tipika
kienet tibda fis-6.30 a.m.
Bl-uffi¢¢ju tal-qari u tithir
ta’ sbih il-jum kif ukoll bil-
quddiesa. Il-gurnata ta’
hidma kienet tibda malli
jispi¢ca t-talb madwar it-
8.00 a.m. Kuljum, kienu
jaghmlu madwar saghtejn
jitolbu wahidhom.

Dik li z-zewg novizzi
ddeskrivew bhala
“Esperjenza li tibnik fil-
karattru u sahhek fil-hajja
komunitarja frangiskana li
ghazilna li nghixu” kienet
biss preludju ghall-
professjoni fi hdan 1-Ordni
Frangiskan. Dan il-pass
huma se jwettquh fis-6 ta’
Ottubru hekk kif waqt
¢cerimonja li se ssir il-
knisja Santa Marija ta’
Gesu’ (ta’ Giezu), il-Belt,
huma se jiehdu l-voti tal-
faqar, kastita’ u
ubbidjenza.

Ta’ min izid 1i fdawn
il-jiem in-novizzi ghamlu
wkoll l-irtir bi
preparazzjoni ghall-
professjoni f’Porziuncola
Retreat House, Bahar ic-
Caghagq, u li kien animat
minn Fra Guzepp Beneditt
Xuereb, OFM.
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New Biography of
Fra Diegu Bonanno orm

Fr. George Aquilina
OFM, historian and
archivist of the Maltese
Franciscan Province, has
just published a new
biography of the Maltese
Franciscan philantropist
Fra Diego Bonanno (1831-
1902). The new book is
entitled: "Fra Diegu
Bonanno: II-Frangiskan li
haseb fil-fqir u 1-batut".

This biography,
published by P.E.G. Ltd of
San Gwann, is a
monumental historical
achievement. Fr. George
spent painstaking hours
poring over archival
documents in order to
produce this book which
is the first of its kind. It is
true that other
biographies of this
Franciscan friar have
already been published,
but they were rather
popular in their appeal
and failed to provide a
solid scientific basis for
the facts they present.

The book intends to
present the historical facts
of the life of Fra Diego,
founder of Saint Francis'

Institute (nowadays Fra
Diego Institute) at
Hamrun, on the occasion
of the first centenary of
the inauguration of the
same institute in 1906,
four years after Fra Diego
had died. The copious
documentary material
offers precious information
regarding the relations
which Fra Diego had with
his benefactors, and with
the Franciscan Sisters of
the Heart of Jesus, who
still live and work in the
Institute. The information
regarding the
commissioning, work, and
inauguration of the
national monument to Fra
Diego in

Saint Paul's Square,
Hamrun, is also new.

The biography has
the advantage of providing
a simple narrative style for
the avarage reader, and of
being a source of further
study for the scholar who
would like to refer to the
documentary material at
the end of the book, as
well as to the footnotes. It
also provides an insight
into the social and

P. GORG AQUILINA oFM

FRA DIEGU
BONANN®IOEM

Frangiskan ¥
li haseb
fil-fqir

mﬁ

political framework in
which Fra Diego worked
for the benefit of
prostitutes and
abandoned children in
nineteenth century Malta.
The biography has a
forward by the Minister
Provincial of the
Franciscans in Malta, Fr.
Paul Galea OFM, who
records the celebration of
the first centenary of Fra
Diego's death and national
funeral, organized by the
Maltese Franciscan
Province in front of the
monument at Hamrun on
15 May 2002.

Fid-Dar tal-Kleru Christus Sacerdos

Flimkien ma’ Fra Guido Schembri, OFM, Fra Turu Azzopardi, OFM, u
Fra Nerik Cassar, OFM, issa nghaqad ukoll Fra Charles Wickman.
Nitolbu ghall-ahwa morda u nzuruhom.

L-AHBAR OTTUBRU 2006
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GIFRA HAMRUN U RABAT
Esperjenza ta’ volontarjat

Dan is-sajf grupp ta’
madwar ghoxrin tfajla
u guvni mill-Gifra tal-
Hamrun u tar-Rabat iddec-
idew li jqattghu l-vaganzi tag
hhom b’ mod differenti mis-
soltu. Ahna xtagna mmorru
naghmlu xoghol voluntarjat
ma’ min jinsab fil-bzonn. U
hekk ghamilna! Flimkien
ma’ Fr. Joseph Magro tal-
Ordni Frangiskana ahna qat-
tajna hmistax-il-gurnata
gewwa Cagliari, f* Sardegna.
Hemmhekk ahna gsamna l-im
habba taghna ma’ grupp ta’
tfal li sfortunatament jghixu
f> ambjent nieqes minn dan
kollu. Matul dawn il-hmistax
ahna ghexna gewwa I-
kunvent flimkien ma’ hames
sorijiet i jiffurmaw parti
mill-Kongregazzjoni tal-
Beata Mother Teresa.

Pero’, qabel nghaddu
ghad-deskrizzjoni tal-
esperjenza go Cagliari nni-
fisha, ta’ min ihares anke lejn
ix-xoghol involut fil-

preparazzjoni ghal din 1-
esperjenza. [l-preparamenti
bdew isiru minn xhur qabel.
Ingsamna f* erba’ gruppi u
lkoll bl-istess ghan f* mohhna
bdejna nahdmu u nippre-
paraw ghal din l-esperjenza.
Kellna bzonn nigbru I-flus u
ghalhekk organizzajna attivi-
tajiet bhal football tourna-
ment u car wash ghal-‘fund
raising’. Mill-ewwel induna-
jna bil-qalb tajba ta’ shabna u
ta’ hafna nies ohra li b’ xi
mod jew iehor hadu sehem f°
dawn l-attivitajiet u li b> hekk
ghenuna nigbru I-flus li
kellna bzonn.

Fl-ahhar gimghat bde-
jna nahdmu fuq l-attivitajiet li
konna se naghmlu flimkien
ma’ dawn it-tfal. Kellna nip-
preparaw ghalihom idejat ta’
kif ha nqattghu I-hin f* logh-
ob, katekezi, drama u crafts.
Niftakar f* meta konna nqattu
hin twil ilkoll flimkien fl-
istess kamra gewwa ¢-Centru
San Frangisk tal-Hamrun, kul

-...

hadd mhedi fuq xogholu biex
inlestu kollox fil-hin. Ma
nistax nghid 1i ma ltqajniex
ma’ diffikultajiet, izda fl-a
hhar kollox mexa harir u x-
xoghol kollu li ghamilna wera
I-frott tieghu meta rajna t-
tbissima fuq wicc it-tfal.

F’ dawn il-hmistax. il-
hajja ta’ kull wiehed u wahda
minna kienet kompletament
differenti minn dik 1i mdorri-
jin nghixu fiha s-soltu.
Gewwa I-kunvent kellna
nagsmu flimkien ‘il ftit
spazju li kellna. Konna de-
jjem nsibu hin ghal xulxin
biex nitkellmu, niccajtaw u
niehdu gost flimkien. Kul
hadd kellu r-rwol u r-
responsabilta’ tieghu u lkoll
kemm ahna hdimna id f* id u
konna ta’ ghajnuna lil xulxin.

Ta’ kull filghodu,
ghalkemm xi minn daqqiet
kienet tkun difficli, konna
nqumu kmieni u niltaqghu fil-
kappella, fejn flimkien mas-
sorijiet u residenti l-ohra fil-

i

Ghoxrin zaghzugh u zaghzugha mill-GIFRA tal-Hamrun u tar-Rabat marru jwettqu
hidma ta’ voluntarjat ghand is-Sorijiet ta’ Madre Teresa f’Sardenja. L-Assistent
Spiritwali, Fra Joseph Magro ipparteéipa f’din l-esperjenza.
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kunvent konna niehdu sehem
fil-quddiesa u nibdew il-
gurnata b’ forma ta’ talba.
Wara I-kollazjon konna ne-
rhulha ghall-iskola fejn konna
nistennew lit-tfal jaslu b’ tant
entuzjazmu. Minn dak il-hin
‘l quddiem, kien ikollna seba’
sieghat intensivi ta’ attenzjoni
u mhabba x’ nghaddu lil
dawn it-tfal. Konna nilghabu
flimkien, naghmlu xeni ta’
teatrin, nghallmuhom -
katekezi flimkien ma’ Fr. Jo-
seph u sahansitra naghmlu
“crafts” bhalma huma affari-
jiet semplici bhal gizirajjen
tal-lewlu, inkwadru zghir fejn
ipoggu ritratt tal-grupp
maghmul minn kartun u
ghagin. Wiehed ma setghax
ma jinnotax illi certu tfal kell-
hom problemi socjali kbar fil-
familji taghhom u 1i ma kell-
homx min jurihom imhabba.
Ghalhekk kienu jkunu
ghatxana ghal dik in-naqra
attenzjoni, tghanniqa,
dahqa... fi kliem iehor dik 1-
imhabba li forsi I-hajja qatt
ma wriethom. Wara dak,
kienu jkunu kwazi l-erbgha
ta’ wara nofsinhar meta t-tfal
kienu jmorru lura fid-djar
taghhom, mal-familji
taghhom. Ghalkemm ghaj-
jenin xorta konna naghmlu
sighat shah nitkellmu dwar
dak li jkun gara matul

‘il gurnata u fuq it-tfal li tant
konna sirna nhobbu. Ahna
sikwit smajna u tghallimna
fuq I-ghemil tant sabih u ta’
ezempju li kien jaghmel San
Frangisk t* Assisi mal-morda,
mal-lebruzi u dawk kollha fil-
bzonn li kien jiltaqa’
maghhom. Ahna zgur li mhux
ta’ min nigu kkumparati ma’
missierna San Frangisk, pero’
almenu issa ghandna idea
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zghira ta’ kemm trid dedi-
kazzjoni, fidi u twemmin
f*Alla biex tiddedika hajtek
tghin lil haddiehor li huma
inqas ixxurtjati minnek
bhalma ghamel San Frangisk.
Ghaliex bhalma nafu, San
Frangisk irnexxielu jitlaq il-
materjalizmu, 1-flus u 1-gid
kollu i kellu f’idejn il-familja
tieghu biex jimxi wara l-passi
ta’ Gesu’ Kristu.

Ta’ min issemmi wkoll
li hemmbhekk Itqajna ma’
grupp ta’ volontiera Taljani li
dawn ukoll jaghmlu hafna
xoghol ma’ dawn it-tfal tul is-
sena kollha. Maghhom
irnexxielna nikkolaboraw bl-a
hjar mod possibli u dan ghen
hafna biex ikun hemm aktar g
haqda bejnietna u b’ hekk
inkunu nistghu noffru lit-tfal
l-ghajnuna kollha mehtiega u
bl-ahjar mod possibli. F’
dawn il-hmistax sirna nafu
aktar lil xulxin u konna gisna
familja wahda kbira. Ta’ kul-
jum konna niddiskutu flim-
kien xi problemi li konna nil-
taqghu maghom u kulhadd ta
l-ghajnuna u s-sehem tieghu.

Kemm domna nghixu
fil-kunvent ma stajniex ma
nammirawx u ma napprez-
zawXx is-semplicita’ u l-hena
11 jghixu fiha dawn is-sorijiet
ta’ Mother Teresa u l-karita’
immens li
jaghmlu
ma’ dawk
ta’ mad-
warhom.
Kull
wiehed u
wahda
minna
kien im-
pressjonat
bil-ferh li
dawn is-
sorijiet

kienu jghixu permezz tas-
semplicita’ taghhhom. Id-da
hqa taghhom huma u jghidu
biss “Bongu” kienet tferhek
u ggieghlek tahseb u tirrifletti
ghaliex dawn is-sorijiet huma
dagshekk kuntenti... ur-
risposta ghal din il-mistogsija
ma tistax tkun xejn hlief I-
hena li huma jsibu fit-
twemmin taghhom fi Kristu u
fl-ghemil twajjeb li jaghmlu
ma’ dawk ta’ madwarhom b
halma wriethom il-patruna
taghhom, Madre Teresa.
Huma mahbubin u rispettati
minn kulhadd u din hija evi-
denti meta tara l-providenza u
l-qalb tajba ta’ hafna u hafna
nies u volontari ohra. Dejjem
sibna 1-ghajnuna tas-sorijiet u
dawn fethulna 1-bieb tad-dar
taghhom berah u lagghuna
fosthom b’ imhabba kbira.
Tghallimna hafna dwar
Mother Teresa, il-fundatrici
ta’ din il-komunita’. Mother
Teresa hadmet ghal snin twal
fost l-ifqar tal-fqar, fost il-
morda, fost it-tfal
abbandunati u fost it-tfal
iltiema. Hija litteralment
bhal San Frangisk, ghexet il-
faqar u I-mard. Faqar li
iwahhax. Mard li jwerwer.
Fagar u mard li bilkemm tkun
trid temmen lil ghajnejk meta
tara I-filmati taghhom.




Mother Teresa dejjem gharfet mill-kumplament tal-pajjiz.
taghti ezempji kbar f'dan il-  Mother Teresa kienet temmen
qasam. Dahlet ghal hidmietha I-aktar fl-ghajnuna diretta lil

b' determinazzjoni kbira. min ftit 1i xejn kien hemm
Mother Teresa ma kinetx tama ghalih. Waqqfet

lesta toqghod taghmel instituzzjonijiet li llum huma
diskorsi ta' kritika lil l-unici tarek u wens ghal tant
istituzzjonijiet i jikkawzaw  eluf ta' tfal, foqra u morda.
il-faqar. Ma kinetx lesta L-ezempju taghha jkaxkar. I1-

toqghod taghmel paraguniu  komunita' 1i waqqfet attirat
tipprotesta ghall-mod kif isiru lejha sorijiet minn
l-prijoritajiet ta' kif ghand- kullimkien. Inkluz pajjizna.
hom jintefqu 1-flus minn min ~ Ghal Mother Teresa ma
ghandu l-poter f'idejh. Ma kenux jezistu fruntieri, la ta'
kinetx temmen li kien hemm twemmin u lanqas fizici. I1-
ghalfejn li tohrog hi tghid li ~ fqar, il-morda, it-tfal iltiema u

huwa ta' ghajb li f'dan iz- abbandunati fil-griebeg ta' I-
zmien ghadek issib nies Indja huma prova hajja ta'
imutu bil-guh, morda min- dak li ghal snin twal dahlet

ghajr ebda tama li jinghataw  ghalih Mother Teresa.
kura, mard jinfirex b'ghaggla Verament din il-Beata
fost komunitajiet shah injorati nistghu nsejhulha San

Frangisk iehor ta’ Zzmienna.
Permezz ta’ din 1-
esperjenza tghallimna
napprezzaw aktar il-hajja u I-
kumdita’ li nghixu fiha.
Tghallimna napprezzaw -
imhabba u I-ghajnuna 1i kull
persuna hija kapaci toffri lil
haddiehor. Nirringrazjaw lil
Alla li tana I-kuragg u li
kellna 1-possibilta’ li nwasslu
l-ghajnuna u l-imhabba
taghna fil-qlub ta’ dawk li
huma inqas fortunati minna.

Elaine Baldacchino
Mark Vella Bonanno
GIFRA HAMRUN

Nhar l-Erbgha, 13 ta’ Settembru 2005, fl-okkazjoni tal-festa ta’ San Frangisk fl-ghoti tal-
pjagi, fil-Hamrun saret il-vestizzjoni ta’ l-abbatini ta’ 20 tifel u tifla. Fra Joe Caruana, OFM
huwa d-Direttur taghhom. Huwa meghjun minn zewg zaghazagh tal-GIFRA, Mark Zammit u

Roxanne Micallef.
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Il-Volontarjat

Dijonisju Mintoff, OFM

Min jaghti kaz ta” kemm hawn
tajjeb fi-skiet u fil-mohbi?
Kemm xoghol ta’ siwi u ta’
sodisfazzjon! Xoghol

li jiehu hafna hin u jitlob hafna
saba u ma fridx tagta’ nifsek
malajr ghax jenhtieg
perseveranza kbira.

Xoghol li ma jgisx minn
min jigi apprezzat jew le imma
l-agwa li jferrah. U jsir
kullimkien fejn siegha wara |-
ohra l-imhabba fferrex I-gh
ajnuna dagskemm in-natura
tferrex fjuri bi lwien sbieh fkull
rokna.

ll-voluntarjat huwa nifs
gawwi li jzommna f'sikkitna.
Huwa |-kuxjenza tal-paijjiz.
Mhux sewwa nghidu li ma
nsibux hin ghalih. Jghin hafna
aktar minhabba l-istress i
jingabar fix-xoghol u I-giri ta’
kuljum biex inlahhqu minn ha
ga ghall-ohra. Jaghtik hafna
mistrieh.

Hawn min ipprova jistrieh
billi intefa’ ghal ftit granet fi pro
gett ta’ vakanza. Flok fittex li
jieqaf mill-preokkupazzjoni ta’
kuljum bi ftit spazju ghall-oh
rajn fittex turizmu ta’ massa li h
afna drabi la jaghti gid lil min
jidhol fih jew tal-paijjiz li jilgghu
fih. Isib li I-kultura, il-festi etniéi,
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I-arti ged jiffagru dejjem ghax
isibu ma’ wihom hafna
mistogsijiet xi jwiegbu biex
izidu I-ghadd ta’ turisti bil-gosti
taghhom kollha. U min jiehu
sehem fvaganza bhal din isib i
meta jigi lura fpaijjizu jkollu
bzonn ta’ mistrieh ghax jigi gh
ajiien aktar milli mar.

Bil-magqlub ta’ danil-
voluntarjat jaghtik spazju biex
tiltaga’ mal-fafti ta’ kuljum tal-h
ajia fejn il-bniedem irid jaghti
xhieda li hu bniedem. Flok joh
rog minn daru biex imur jigri
mad-dinja jiftah berah il-bieb
biex id-dinja tghaddi kuljum
minn daru. Flok johrog fi
krucjati igerger li kollox ged
jitkisser jaghmel xi haga biex
ma jitkissirx.

Dan il-voluntarjat mhux
it-tip fa’ servizz ta’ voluntarjat ta’
taparsi. Jigifieri li b’xi mod jew
iehor — bi ffit jew hafna — illum
jew ghada tistenna xi hlas
minnu. Issa li kollox sar flus
saret haga iebsa li ssir. Imma
mhux impossibbli. Hemm
bzonn li tidhol fil-kultura tagh-
na.

Is-sens ta’ generozita’
gieghed fdemm il-poplu tagh
na. Kull meta tingala’ I-htiega
I-Maltin jifthu idejhom ghall-

proxxmu, ikun min ikun,
fpaijjizu jew f'paijjizi ohra. Qatt
ma jongos li jaghti ghajnuna
materjali ta’ fluslil min ikun fil-
bzonn. din hija haga ta’ min
jinkuraggiha u ghalhekk
apprezzata minn kulhadd.
Imma mhux sew li nieqgfu
hawn. L-edukazzjoni ta’
uliedna u tal-poplu in generali
m‘ghandhiex tieqaf hawn.
anqas il-karita” ma tieqaf
hawn. Fxi ¢irkustanzi
partikolari titlob minnha wisq
izjed.

l-bniedem hafna drabi
jinhtieg ghajnuna li ma tistax
tigi sodisfatta b'oggetti
materjali. Wisq angas bil-flus.
ll-morda, |-anzjani, ir-romol, il-
persuni bi bzonnijiet specjali
jew b’dizabilita’, il-morda
b’dipressjoni, il-vittmi tad-
droga, il-familji taghhom, il-
vittmi tas-serq u tad-dejn bl-
uzuraq, il-genituri mhux mizzew
gin, il-familji mfarrka u m
garrbin huma kollha ghatxana
ghall-imhabba u ghall-ghozza.
U dawn il-problemi tal-kbar jin
garru kuljum fl-iskejjel tat-tfal.
|l-problemi tal-familja ma
jingaflux bejn I-erba’ hitan tad-
dar biss imma jingarru kull fejn
jersaq kull membru tal-
familja ... fl-iskola, fil-parroéca,
fil-postijiet tax-xoghol, fl-isptar,
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fil-gorti, fil-habs, fl-orfanatrofj,
fil-postijiet tad-divertiment.
Hemm nies hergana ghal
generozita’ ta’ min hu lest jagh
tihom fit minn hinu u jagsam
maghhom id-don li tah il-Mulej
minghaijr ma ffittex xejn ghalih
innifsu.

Huma hafna dawk i
geghdin jghinu lill-proxxmu
mhux ghall-gligh ta’ flus jew
bil-hsieb i jiksbu xi haga fil-
haijja jew wara I-mewt ta’ dak li
jkun. Huma mganglin mill-galb
tajba taghhom biss ghax fi
gihom hasra mill-bniedem
batut. Qeghdin jaghtu servizz
li gaft ma tista’ titlob prezz tiegh
U bizzejjed — servizz
imprezzabbli. Imbaghad I-
insara jaraw ukoll lil Kristu fil-
batut. Il-Knisja u s-socjeta’
ghandha bzonnu hafna.

Huma hafna dawk li ged joffru
mill-hin, mill-hila u mill-
esperjenzi taghhom. U dawn
jaghmluh akkost ta’ sagrificci
personali kbar. Is-servizz ta’
dawn il-voluntieri huwa I-aqwa
gawhra fil-kuruna ta” hidma fil-
paijjiz u I-isbah ktieb ta’ graijjiet
fl-edukazzjoni taghna. Huwa
appogg u tishih ta’ hafna
xoghol iehor.

Hija din l-edukazzjoni li
imbaghad bhal kull taghlim
iehor meta nikbru jissarraf fil-
hidma tal-hajja ta’ kuljum...
fkull stagun taghha... mill-bank
ta’ l-iskola sa meta jirtiraw mix-
xoghol u jibgghu fgaghda i
jaghtu sehem fil-hajja pastorali,
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socjali u komunitarja. U dags
kemm kull ma jmur ged tizdied
l-edukazzjoni dagshekk I-
ghadd ta’ voluntieri imissu
jizdied. Dan huwa t-
termometru li juri kemm hi
b’sahhitha jew marida s-
socjeta taghna.

Barra minn xtutna

Ghagqdiet religjuzi u
mhumiex geghdin jaghtu
sehem sabih ukoll minn din il-
hidma barra minn xtutna.
Patrijiet u sorijiet hemm kemm
trid. U dan tassew ghandna
ghax niftahru bih. Hija ghazla
taghhom li jaghtu haijjithom
kollha ghall-ohraijn.

Imma issa hawn ukoll
familji wahidhom jew ma’
movimenti li jaghtu xahar mill-
vaganzi taghhom biex jahdmu
fl-Afrika, fl-Amerka Latina u
postijiet ohra fejn il-hobz nieges
jew ghax m’hemmx xoghol jew
ghax ma jafux jahdmu. Xi wh
ud johorgu anki |-flus minn
buthom.

Haga tajba kieku nkunu
nafu aktar fughom u xi graijjiet
taghhom. Aktar ukoll meta
dawn barra li jmorru biex jibnu,
inaddfu,jduru mal-morda
jmorru wkoll jghallmu biex
dawn in-nies ikollhom aktar
gustizzja u paci bejniethom.

Bhal-loghob tan-nar
S'issa minn dawn il-
voluntieri Maltin ghadna qatt

ma smajna b’xi saram ikrah li
waqa’ fughom. Fuq barranin
nisimghu mhux hazin. U
nibqghu skantati bil-kura

g9 taghhom. U I-gibda kbira li
ghandhom lejn din il-hidma.

Gibda li tixbah lil dik tal-
loghob tan-nar. Naf aktar minn
wiehed li korra bil-loghob tan-
nar. Wiehed mill-girien fejn
kont nogghod mal-familja kien
korra bin-nar x'hin kienet
gorbot il-festa. Spicéa l-isptar.
Bata hu u |-familja tieghu. Kellu
jispic¢a bla saqajn u jimxi bil-
krozzi ghomru kollu.

M ghaddietx sena wara i
rega’ ma marx jahdem fil-
murtali kull nagra zmien li kien
jibgghalu.

Iz-zewg Simoni — Bhal-
lum sentejn

Min ma semax biz-
zewg xebbiet li t-tnejn kien
jisimhom Simona. Fis-7 ta’
Awissu 2004 kienu gew mah
tufa fl-lraq. Kemm ahbarijiet
rajna fughom! Kemm nies
indahlu biex jghinuhom. anki |-
Papa Gwanni Pawlu Il qabez
ghalihom. Xi paijjizi har
gusomom kbar ta’ flus — II-
Gvern Taljan hallas hames
miljun dollaru. Il-Gvern Franciz
u Germaniz hallsu ¢ifra enormi
ta’ hamsa u erbghin miljun
dollaru. Inhelsu fis-7 ta’ Awissu
u bhal-lum sentejn 24 ta’
Awissu 2006 taw I-ewwel
konferenza stampa fuq it-
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televizjoni Taljana imdawrin
b’nieshom u hbiebhom bid-
dmugh fghajnejhom qalu:”
Morna I-Iraq biex nghinu
innaqsu qatra wahda mill-
bahar kbir tat-terrorizmu.”

U issa x’sar minnhom?

Ghamlu zmien jahdmu
fRuma ma’ organizzazzjoni
jisimha Un ponte per...
(www.unponteper.if)
Organizzazzjoni li tghin hafna I-
aktar lil batuti ta’ I-Iraq u tal-
Lvant Nofsani. Ma’ dawn kellna
kuntatt u I-hdimna hafna bhal-
Laboratorju tal-Pa¢i. Konna
morna aktar minn darba f
Baghdad. 1z-zewg Simoni telqu
minn hemm sena ilu. H#admu
ftit xhur bhala ghalliema.

Bqgaijna nfittxuhom. L-
ewwel ma sibna kienet il
simona Pari. Tfac¢cat
quddiemna fis-Sudan fir-regjun
ta’ Darfur. Biex inkomplu
nikkomunikaw maghha bil-
ckompijuter irridu nafdaw
fkelma i titbiddel ta’ sikwit. Ma
tixtiegx taghti intervisti lil hadd.
Kitbet ktieb fuq |-esperjenzi
taghha fl-Irag: “Otto anni e
ventun giorni” (Ediz Rizzoli) Fid-
dahla tal-ktieb tghid:“L-Iraq
tieghi huwa dak tat-trabi fogra
mitluga ghall-mewt, tan-nisa

imwarbin, tan-nies mhux fl-
armati li kuljum imutu fl-
ispluzjoni ta’ bombi, ta” dawk
mahtufin. Basta tohrog mid-
dar biex tissogra hajtek. Xtaqt
nerga mmur hemm. Imma
s'issa ma nistax nidhol fl-Irag.”

Simona Pari trabbiet
fRimini. Wara li hadet bl-unuri
I-lawria fil-filosofija bdiet tersaq
spiss lejn I-organizzazzjoni
“Save the Children”. Griet mad-
dinja tghin it-tfal zghar.
Hadmet sentejn fl-Afganistan,
sena fl-albanija, sentejn fil-
Kosovo u tminn snin fl-Iraq.
Issa fDarfur. Qed tahdem
forganizzazzjoni kattolka
Ingliza. Difficli biex tagbad
maghha ghax fin-naha fejn
ged tibni bjar ta’ I-ilma
m’hemmx eleftriku. Haijja
iebsa. Imma ma tibdilha ma’
xejn. Kuntenta. Dejjem
midjuna ma’ dawk in-nies i
thabtu, tkellmu, kitbu u hallsu
biex hesuha mit-tigrib ikrah ta’
l-Iraq.

U Simona |-ohra?

Simona Pari u simona
Torretta iltagghu b’xoghol ta’
voluntarjat fl-lraq. Ghaddew
flimkien I-esperjenza kerha ta’
ghoxrin gurnata mahtufa u
mhedda bil-mewt kuljum. Issa

nfirdu. Imma t-thejnbaqghu fil-
voluntariat.

Simona Torretta marret
voluntiera I-ewwel darba
fBaghdad meta kellha 19 il-
sena. Kienet I-izghar fost sh
abha studenti universitarii.
Mhix xi xebba fanatika. Thobb
lill-hbieb. Thobb i¢-¢inema. I-
ahhar film li rat kien “I'era
glaciale”. Thobb is-safar. Dan
is-sajf fGunju ghamlet hmistax
il-jum Libona ma’ I-gharus tagh
ha. Issa regghet qalb I-
Iraqgini. Mhux fl-Irag. sibniha
tahdem ma’ xi mitejn Iraqgin
prigunier fhabs fil-Gordanja.
Bhal issa tagbez ghad-drittijiet
taghhom bhala responsabbli
tal-moviment “Justice Network
for Prisoners” finsab kuntenta.
Imma mhux darba jew tnejn
bil-lejl tohlom tisma’ I-ghaijjat
fgat ta’ uffi¢jal Iraqgin:“lli-lejla
naqtghulkom raskom.”

L-isbah hin tieghi meta
nircievi xi ittra minghand
Pari. Haijjitna mimlija bil-ferh u
t-tbissim tal-batuti. Ebda paga
m‘hi biz-zejjed aktar minnhom.
Ebda ghasfura ma thalli I-bajd
wahidhom fis-siegha tal-bzonn
ghax inkella ma jfaggsux u ma
jtirux.

J ] 4 ™ iy ol > .
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GIFRAFEST 2006

1z-Zghazagh Frangiskani kemm tal-Hamrun u tar-Rabat organizzaw il-GIFRAFEST
2006. II-GIFRA tal-Hamrun organizzaw tlett tlijiem ta’ festival ta’ kant, zfin,
muscial The Phontom of the Opera, fic-Centru San Frangisk, fis-7, 8 u 9 ta’
Settembru. Iz-Zghazagh tar-Rabat organizzaw il-GIFRAFEST fil-bitha tal-Kazin

sehem fil-
GIFRAFEST tal-
Hamrun, kif
ukoll tal-Hamrun
hadu sehem
fil-GIFRAFEST
tar-Rabat. I1-
motto tal-Hamrun
kien Together We
Are One, filwaqt
dak tar-Rabat
Working Together
Works.

Ta’ min jghid 1i s-
serati kollha 1i
saru kienu ta’
success.

Bhala Assistent Spiritwali tal-Mission Fund, Fra Marcellino icallef, ] FM
akkumpanja grupp ta’ ghoxrin volontier, f° hidma ta’ bini ta’ parti minn skola, fid-
djocesi ta’ Malindi, Kenya, immexxija minn Mons. Frans Baldacchino, OFMCap.

Kartolini tal-Milied

Matul Settembru, is-Segretarjat ghall-Evangelizzazzjoni u 1-Missjonijiet
hejja sett ta’ 6 kartolini tal-Milied bhalma ghamel is-sena l-ohra. Dawn il-
kartolini huma originali u d-dhul taghhom imur kollu kemm hu ghall-
missjunarji Maltin tal-Provinc¢ja.ll-prezz hu ta’ 15c -il kartolina.

L-AHBAR OTTUBRU 2006 31




I¢-Censiment ta’ 1-Attendenza
tal-Quddies tal-Hadd

Norbert Ellul-Vincenti, OFM

Fost il-kwalitajiet sbieh li
ghandu l-bniedem hemm
dik, li meta jkun sfidat,
Jilga’ l-isfida. Aghlagq tifel
f’kamartu biex ma johrogx
minn hemm, u tara kif
jibda jhaddem mohhu biex
jahrab. Kulhadd jiftakar
x’gara meta kellna l-
projbizzjoni tac-éikkulata.

Kull sfida titlob twegiba, u
l-bniedem ghandu sahha
bizzejjed biex jilga’ ghal
kull sfida.

Ghalija l-problemi li
niltaga’ maghhom ta’
kuljum m’humiex ghajr
sfida: kif se nghix
maghhom, bihom,
f’nofshom jew
madwarhom. Ghalhekk ir-
rizultat ikrah tac-
¢ensiment, jien nqisu bhala
sfida. L-importanti hu li
naghmlu konstatazzjoni ta’
xX’inhu jigri, u li niddetermi-
naw kif ghandna nimxu.

Nofs il-Maltin ma
jmorrrux Quddies il_Hadd
(jew Sibt ta’ l-obbligu).
Anzi, iktar minn nofs il-
Maltin, ghax hemm
numru li jmorru meta
jfettlilhom. Jigifieri fdawk
in-nofs 1li marru kien
hemm uhud li ma
jmorrux regolarment. Mill-
bqgija kont tistenna li
Ghawdex ikun ahjar minn
Malta, 1li n-nisa ahjar mill-
irgiel, li l-eta kbira ahjar
mill-ohrajn.

X’jidhirli mic¢-
censiment?

Tal-biza’. Hazin.
Tajjeb ghax jurini bin-
numri dak li kont
nistenna. Inhsadt? Langas
xejn. Mela meta tara z-
zwigijiet jitfarrku
dagshekk spiss, meta
tara mizzewgin jew
separati jagbdu
kumpanija fi trigat
mwieghra, meta tisma’I-
kontenut tal-
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konversazzjonjiet
madwarna, meta
tikkonsidra l-medja u
x’jintqal minn c¢erti whud,
meta thares lejn il-
fenomenu salvagg ta’
Paceville, lejn 1-in¢idenza
tad-droga, lejn is-serqiet
bla razan u spiss bla
hniena kwazi ta’ kuljum,
lejn l-isparar u daqgqiet ta-
sikkina ghal kull haga ta’
xejn — mela ma tintebahx,
li fMalta gbadna t-triq
tan-niezla? L-abort, il-
Maltin kollha jevitawh?
Biex ma nsemmux
ezercizzi ohra medi¢i li
xXejn ma jirrispettaw it-
tnissil dinjituz tal-
bniedem.

Ma jidhirx ¢ar daqgs
il-kristall, li I-Maltin daru
ghal religjon “do-it-
yourself”? Jigifieri jibgqghu
jemmnu, ghax din hi haga
psikologikament u
so¢jalment komda, imma
jaghmlu dak 1li ghandhom
bzonn jaghmlu minghajr
limiti jew projbizzjonijiet
minn barra. Hadd ma
jindahlilhom. Langas Alla
tal-Vangelu. Alla taghhom
biss, li jfasslu huma.
“Nemmen,” tisma’ min
jghidlek, “imma mhux fl-
istituzzjonijiet.” Jista’
jdum jippriedka 1-Papa
ghal dawn it-talin, u tista’
ddum tghallem il-knisja. U
kemm jafu 1-Vangelu, ma
nafx. Allura x’importanza
jistghu jaghtu lill-
Quddies?

32



Wiehed jistagsi:
“Allura in-nuqqas ta’
smiegh ta’ Quddies huwa
nuqgas ta’ Fidi? Mela biex
nemmen, hemm ghalfejn
immur il-Quddies?” Le,
biex temmen fil-basal
m’hemmx ghalfejn tmur il-
Quddies, biex temmen fis-
shahar, fil-maghmulijiet,
fix-xorti, l-azzard, is-
Satanizmu, fl-Art
Mwieghda tad-droga,
m’hemmx ghalfejn tmur
Quddies. Chesterton kien
jghid (u ghadu) li meta
tibda ma temminx, mhux
ma temmen fxejn, imma
tibda temmen fil-basal
kollu. Ghiduli jekk hux
veru li sirna nintilfu fuq
superstizzjonijiet u magiji
u gari tax-xorti, bhal gatt
gabel.

Allura, nissuktaw
nistagsu, ghandna
nghaqqdu s-smiegh tal-
Quddies mal-presenza tal-
fidi? U jien inwiegeb, “Da
zgur.” Veru li meta
wiehed ma jmurx il-
Quddies, ma jfissirx li
m’ghadux Nisrani. Imma
kif jista’ wiehed 1i hu
Nisrani “veru” ma jmurx
Quddies, li hi il-qofol, 1-
apice tal-hajja Nisranija,
i¢c-¢celebrazzjoni tal-
gawmien taghna, tas-
salvazzjoni, tat-tama, ta’ I-
ghaqda ma’ xulxin u ma’
Alla fi Kristu, dak is-sens
ta’ “belonging” li jaghtina

dinjita’, personalita’,
importanza, tama u
direzzjoni fil-hajja taghna?
“Jekk ma tiklux Gismi,”
jghid Gesu’....

Hawn nidhlu ghall-parti
pozittiva: x’se naghmlu?

L-ewwel inhabbtu
sidirna, ahna li ninkwe-
taw. X’hemm li nistghu
naghmlu ahjar. U ged
nghid mhux biss ghall-
Knisja, ghas-sacerdot li
jgaddes, ghall-apparat
akustiku fil-knejjes, ghall-
omeliji, imma ghalina lkoll
li nemmnu. Irid iqum min-
nghas il-poplu ta’ Alla ko-
1lu.

Hemm pozittiv li nofs
il-Maltin ghadhom jemm-
nu. Mela jekk kull wiehed
minna jiehu hsieb ta’
wiehed iehor, diga’ hemm
progress. I1-Knisja — ahna
li nemmnu - trid taghti
xhieda ahjar, trid
tevangelizza ahjar, bil-
kelma, bl-ghemil, imma 1-
aktar bis-serreta’ tal-hajja
taghna, li hi l-ahjar
xhieda. Irridu nkun res-
ponsabilizzati 1koll biex
nevangelizzaw — jigifieri
inwasslu lil-Kristu tal-
Vangelu lill-ohrajn,
spec¢jalment, bl-ezempju
taghna.

Ghall-grazzja ta’ Alla
ghandna hafna gruppi fejn
ix-Xandir tal-kelma, (1-

Evangelizzzazzoni) qed isir.
Irridu nespanduhom,
nghinuhom u nidhlu
fihom, ghax per¢entwal
kbir ta’ dawk 1i jmorru I-
Quddies huma membri ta’
gruppi. Barra mill-gruppi
hemm nuqqgas ta’ taghlim,
ta’ apprezzament tas-
sagramenti, u spiss nik-
kuntentaw bl-istatwi tal-
festi, li minghajr taghlim,
jibgghu kartapesta siekta
u kultant skandaluza.

Dwar hwejjeg ohra
hemm hafna x’jista’ jsir,
imma hawn m’hawn’ spaz-
ju bizzejjed. Nghidu ahna,
fis-sajf f'¢certi lokalitajiet,
hija mehtiega pastorali
mhux bazata fuq il-
parrocc¢a. Trid tkun kurag-
guz biex mhux biss tinno-
ta kif il-popolazzjoni ta’
certi nhawi timmultipika
fis-sajf - u titkellem il-
Malti b’mod differenti, me-
ta mhux lingwi ohra — im-
ma anke tagixxi u taghmel
pastorali xierqa. S’issa
jidhirli li ghadna ma
hadniex il-passi kuragguzi
mehtiega.

Ghandna problema
imma kull problema hija
sfida. II-Vangelu dejjem
huwa sfidat mir-realta’ tal-
hajja. Imma 1-Vangelu
huwa sfida ghalina biex
nghixu. Nghixu u nikbru
bl-isfidi.

Kalendarju 2007

Is-Segretarjat ghall-Missjonijiet qed ihejji kalendarju
ghas-sena 2007 biex jitqassam lill-benefatturi u hbieb
tas-Segretarjat ghall-Evangelizazzjoni u Missjonijiet
Frangiskani. Dan il-kalendarju se johrog ghall-ewwel
darba mis-Segretarjat u jigbor diversi ritratti li juru 1-
hidma tal-missjunarji Maltin li ged jaghtu servizz il-

Honduras.
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P. Alessandru Bonnici OFMConv.

Tlifna Storiku ta’ Malta u

Frangiskan genwin
Norbert Ellul-Vincenti, OFM

II-mewt 1li hasdet lil P.
Alessandru minn fostna
filwaqt li kien ghal ftit
mistrieh Tunes ma’
membri tal-familja tieghu,
hasdet lilna lkoll li nafuh,
grajnieh, u habbejnieh.

P. Alessandru kien
Frangiskan bruhu w
gismu, bhalma jixhdu il-
kitbiet tieghu favur dik il-
figura ta’ San Frangisk, li
biddlet is-sentimenti tad-
dinja u wettqet tigdid fil-
Knisja, fil-kultura u fl-arti.

Tlifna storiku Malti li
mela 1-vojt 1i sab qablu u
taghna stampa ikbar,
isbah u aktar mimlija ta’ 1-
istorja taghna, mill-bidu
ta’ I-istudju tieghu --
ricerka fuq “lI-Inkizizzjoni”
f’Malta -- sa 1-hafna
biografiji 1i kiteb (inkluzi
Dun Gorg, Adeodata
Pisani u Nazju Falzon), sa
l-grajjiet ta’ hafna mill-
parrocci u rhula jew bliet
Maltin.

Huwa bis-sahha ta’1-
istoriku li ahna nistghu
nidhlu fil-Kon-Katidral ta’
San Gwann, u nhossu I-
prezenza ta’ Kavallieri u
Gran Mastri, u nies, 1-
antenati taghna, u 1-
Francizi dehlin b’ghajnejn
imbellha u jdejhom
jikluhom, u Napuljun jara
x’rebah ghall-Franza
tieghu, u Nelson u
Newman, il-futur
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Kardinal, kollha dehlin
minghajr ma jagsmu I-fidi
taghna maghna, imma
xorta wahda jistaghgbu
lejn dak li twemminna
kien irnexxielu jtella’.
Huwa l-istoriku li jseddaq
ix-xhieda religjuza li
hallewlna l-antenati
taghna biex tellghu tempju
bhal dan.

Huwa l-istoriku li
jghinna biex, b’sensitivita
ghall-post (sense of place),
ahna nghaddu minn Triq
Repubblika llum, u
niftakru fkemm passi
rifsu dik l-art sagra
taghna, mhux biss il-
Maltin u l-vizitaturi kollha
li gew mindu 1-Belt
Valletta mbniet, imma
anke dak ta’ qabel, meta
kienet ghadha gebel, meta

s A

t-Torok rifsuha biex
itellghu it-tined taghhom
u rabtu l-kanuni gqabel ma
bdew jisparaw fuq is-swar
tan-naha l-ohra tal-port
taghna. Min jaf kemm nies
ohra, kemm tfal, rifsu din
l-art qabel ma gejna ahna
bl-palazzi barokki taghna.

Insellmulu lil P.
Alessandru Bonnici li
ghinna naghrfu ahjar min
ahna, ahna 1-Maltin biex I-
identita’ nazzjonali taghna
titlahham u tbagbaq bil-
hajja ta’ dak li kien u 1i,
bis-sahha tieghu, ma
ninsewh gatt.

P. Bonnici kien
maghruf ghall-genjalita u
s-semplic¢ita kbira tieghu.
Ghalih ma kienx hemm
problemi, ghax kollox kien
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hu. Il-battalji tieghu kienu
mal-karti u 1-grajja taghna
miktuba fughom.
jara abjad u iswed,
b’semplicita tat-tfal im-
bierka. L-unic¢i problemi
ghalih kienu jinsabu fl-
arkivju fejn gatta’ hajtu,
fid-dokumenti li ma jing-
rawx, jizolqu, jaharbu,
jinhbew, jiggebdu jew ma
jissarrfux kif kien jixtieq
Barra mid-diskursati
li gieli kien ikollna, il-
lagghat taghna
generalment kienu jirrig-
wardjaw il-kotba tieghu
biex naghmillu recensjoni
taghhom fit-Times, jew
ghal xi Zzmien frivisti u
gurnali ohra. Kien jghidli 1i
japprezza hafna dak li
nikteb jien, u li jafdani.
Ghal min jikteb, kull
kumpliment huwa
irrezistibbli. Nghoddu ma’
lista twila ta’ awturi li
jaghtuni ktieb b’ghozza u
biza’ donnhom ged

jafdawli 1 uliedhom. Bhala
bniedem li ghext hajti
nikteb, naf x’jigifieri tafda

kitbietek fidejn ohra. Lil P.

Bonnici ma nghoddx
kemm-il ktieb ghamiltlu,
ghalkemm ghandi kopja
ta’ kollox fuq il-computer
jew fcuttings ghal dak iz-
zmien ta’ gqabel il-
computer.

L-ahhar ktieb li
ghamiltlu wasalli fuq 1-
iskrivanija bit-titlu ta’ “Il-
Frangiskani Konventwali
fMalta u Ghawdex”. Din
id-darba ghamiltulu ghas-
Sunday Times.

F’dak il-ktieb jaghti
rendikont tal-hajja bikrija
tieghu, u l-gibda tieghu
lejn San Frangisk, fil-
parrocca tas-Sacro Cuor
Tas-Sliema tal-
Frangiskani l-ohra, fejn
hu twieled. Kien imur il-
Muzew ta’ hemm ghall-
edukazzjoni religjuza
tieghu, filwaqt li 1-patrijiet

ta’ hemm tawh il-privat fil-
matematika u t-Taljan.
Imbaghad hu ghazel li
jidhol Patri mal-
Konventwali.

P. Bonnici gie minn
familja fqira, u kmieni
kellu jfittex li jagla’ xi haga
biex jghin lil hutu, billi
jghallem tfal ohra zghar, u
jaghmel xi gadjiet.

[1-kilba tieghu biex
jistampa zgur gejja mill-
hegga li kellu biex jghin lil
missieru fl-istamperija
tieghu. Kien qrib hafna ta’
missieru. Billi missieru
kien jorganizza 1-giti biex
idahhal xi haga ohra, it-
tifel zghir siefer darbtejn u
darba minnhom iltaga’
mal-Papa Piju XII.

L-id li kitbet issa
siktet. It-tiftix fl-arkivji
wagqgaf. Imma dak li kiteb
hu jibga’, u 1-ezempju
tieghu ihajjar lil ohrajn
biex jagbdu t-triq li mexa
fiha hu.

MISSAL FRANGISKAN

[I-Missal Frangiskan ghac-c¢elebrazzjonijiet tal-Qaddisin Frangis-
kani tat-3 Ordnijiet issa huwa lest. Biex ma nidhlux fi spejjez kbar ta'
stampa, il-Missal sar bil-computer u saru fotokopji li issa jigu illegati.

Ghalissa hemm 2 kopji ghal kull kunvent.

Hemm 1 kopja wkoll ghall-

knejjes tal-Klarissi, Sant'Ursola, Frate Francesco, Gesu' 1-Habib, Ta' Li-

esse u Ta' Cejlu.

Min irid jordna dawn il-kopji javza lil Fra Gorg

Aquilina, OFM. Il-prezz finali ta' kull Missal inkunu nafuh wara I-

legatura.

[I-Missal huwa kopja ta' dak approvat mill-awtoritajiet ekklezjastic¢i li
diga' nuzaw, biz-zjieda u aggornament ta' Qaddisin godda, fuq l-istess
mudell tal-Proprju Frangiskan li ippubblikajna ghal-Liturgija tas-

Sighat, skond

il-Kalendarju approvat

ghall-Ordni

taghna mill-

Kongregazzjoni ghal-Liturgija u s-Sagramenti. Imma fih ukoll ir-Rit tal-
Quddiesa komplut. Ghas-solennitajiet u 1-festi nipprovdu wkoll il-Qari u
t-Talbiet tal-Fidili, hekk li fdawn l-okkazjonijiet il-Missal jista' jintuza
wahdu. Fit-Tifkiriet ikun jista' jintuza wahdu, hlief ghal-Lezzjonijiet u t-
Talba tal-Fidili li jkunu mil-Lezzjunarju ferjali tal-gurnata.
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